

Arafat sends condemnation to U-S. 
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L Clraion regretnng and rejecting 

I? S^TlSSS^? SfkSi? 1 "* Dc P artra =«S dm Wednes- 
“?* p * Ic «»K Liberation Or ganisation fPLO) 
tegqnwto ui i Ttaniaa. was in Response touTSkte 

5E2^S^i^?S Car 'i^S I1,g ^ 001 kflkd ^ ***“ k™** in Afab on 

M?Th!L *IS-S2 ^ W !S?2£ was aftcr Wednesday’s attack 
onabus that killed ax Iaraefe. “Obviously, we think all parties should 

condemn violent acts against innocent people.” said State Department 
^KmanMkted McCuny. He s5*fr. Am&V^SSdlS 
rejected such actions because they were directed against 
^ocratovdrais. Mr. McCurry did not say whether the statement 
ajwwnted to the condemnation that the U.S. had sought from Mr. 

¥® ““ enicnt was sponger than ooe Mr. Arafiat 
made shortly after the Afdta attack. Mr. McOnry described both 
anaocs as acts of terrorism and condemned them, along with 
on Palestinians. 



Israeli wounds 4 students in Jericho 

JERICHO. Occupied West Bank (R) — An Israeli civilian 
shot and wounded four Palestinian students in front of their 
school in the occupied West Bank town of Jericho on 
Wednesday, a student said. A 15-ycar-old youth who was 
wounded in the shoulder by bullet fragments said an Israeli 
civilian in a petrol tmek sprayed bullets at the students in front 
of a high school and fled. The Jericho hospital confirmed four 
students were admitted but said they were hit by rubber 
bullets. The shootings occurred before a bomb killed six 
people on an Israeli bus in the central town of Hadcra. A 
Jewish settler massacred more than 30 Palestinian worshippers 
at a mosque in the West Bank city of Hebron on Feb. 25. 
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Bus blast kills 6 in Hadera 


Hamas claims second attack in 7 days within Israel 


HADERA, Israel (Agencies) 
— An apparent suicide bomb 
Wanted by opponents of Israel- 
raestmian peace taikc ex- 
ploded inside a bus jammed 
with soldiers and civilians 
'Wednesday, killing six and 
wounding 28. 

. Senior officials warned that 
two such attacks in a week 
could mean the start of a grue- 


some pattern that would be 
c&fficaft to combat in Israel's 
interior. Militant groups 
vowed they would carry out at 
least three more suicide bomb- 
ings as revenge for the Feb. 25 
Hebron mosque massacre. 

Officials reacted quickly to 
try to reassure die Israeli pub- 
lic, whose sup p or t for the 
peace talks is largely based on 


the idea that it win bring secur- 
ity inside Israel's pre-1967 bor- 
ders. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin dispatched additional 
troops to seal off the occupied 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank, 
where the bomb was believed 
constructed, but said be would 
continue with peace talks even 
in the face of future attacks. 


“Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
have come to the conclusion 
they have to strike ... inside 
Israel because the dividend is 
Israeli opposition to the peace 
process,” Mr. Rabin told 
Israel’s army radio. 

‘The real answer is to show 
an a g reeme n t can be carried 
out and there will be a diffe- 
rent reality.” 

The midmoming explosion 
at the central bus station in this 
coastal dty midway between 
Tel Aviv and Haifa reverber- 
ated across the country at the 
start of an extended holiday 
weekend, when Israel first 
mourns its 17,955 war dead on 
“remem b r an ce day” and then 
celebrates its 1948 creation on 
“independence day.” 

Police said five of the six 
people killed, including the 
attacker, had been identified 
but their names were withheld 
pending the notification of kin. 
The injured, most lightly, in- 
cluded two Israeli Arabs and 
18 soldiers, Israeli Rufio said. 

Police said they suspect a 
West Bank Palestinian either 
tied on the explosives or car- 
ried them in a bag and ignited 
them after dnnbmg onto the 
back door of the public bus 820 
that makes repeated stops 
from Tiberias to Tel Avrv, 
Israeli radios reported. 

(Continued on page 5) 



Israeli sapper examines a body for more bombs next to an exploded bus in the Hadera bus 
Station on W edne sd ay (AFP photo) 


Arafat condemns ‘extremists on both sides’ 


STRASBOURG, France 
(Agencies) — Palestinian lead- 
er Yasser Arafat hit out at the 
bombing of a bus in die Israel 
town of Hadera on Wednes- 
day, calling It “an attack on' 
innocent Israeli civilians.” 

The chairman of die Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) was speaking in an un- 
scheduled addition to his first 
speech to the Stra^xnng-based 
Council of Europe, in which he 
also bitterly attacked Israel's 
“policy of mass killings and 
detention” and said it was de- 
laying peace. 

' Mr. Arafat said he bad 
learned of the latest attack, an 
apparent retaliation for Febru- 
ary’s massacre by a Jewish 
settler of more than 30 Palesti- 
nians in Hebron, when he ar- 
rived in Strasbourg. 

• He said it “strikes at the 
heart of the peace process.” 

I He said he did not know who 
carried out the bombing, but 
Staked it to the Hebron attack 
and to a suicide bombing by 


Hamas members in the town of 
Afcla a week ago when seven 
Israeli wen:' lolled. Hamas 
had said there would be further 
such attacks. 

“These actions are unfortu- 
nately directed only against in- 
nocent people, and these inno- 
cent people are on both sides. 
Palestinians and Israelis,” he 
said. 

Mr. Arafat, who was attack- 
ed by Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman on Wednesday 
morning for failing to condemn 
the Afula killing, said Israeli 
counter-measures after Heb- 
ron had prompted “regrettable 
reactions, which we reject, 
from Palestinian extremists 
against Israeli c itiz e n s, as has 
happened in Afula.” 

But, wary of losing support 
to Hamas as autonomy nego- 
tiations drag on with few tangi- 
ble results, he also said Israel 
bad created the conditions for 
such attacks. 

He noted that Wednesday 
should have been the day for 


the final withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from Gaza and Jericho 
under an outline deal signed in 
Washington in September. 

“It’s the delay in im- 
plementing the decisions (of 
the autonomy talks) that 
causes these catastrophes be- 
cause it gives the extremists the 
possibility to have ‘good 
reason' to act,” be said, 
according to a translation of his 
remarks from Arabic. 

In his prepared text he said 
attacks on Palestinians were “a 
result of deliberate negligence 
and abominable connivance 
between certain units of the 
Israeli army and the extremist, 
fanatic and racist settlers.” 

Mr. Arafat told the par- 
liamentary assembly of the 32- 
nation council, which prom- 
otes democracy and human 
rights, that the autonomy talks 
bad been “ frustra ting and dis- 
couraging.” 

He also urged Israel to im- 
mediately open talks on Jewish 
settlements m the occupied ter- 


ritories or risk a collapse of the 
overall peace process. 

. Mr. Arafat blamed “Israeli 
reticence and hesitation” for 
missing the troop withdrawal 
deadline and said the settle- 
ments continue to threaten an 
overall peace settlement. 

“The issue of settlers and 
settlements, has to be dealt . 
with thoroughly now in order 
to protect the peace process,” 
said Mr. Arafat, who com- 
plained new settlements con- 
tinued to be set up. 

PLO and Israeli negotiators 
on Tuesday announced limited 
progress, but agreed to put off 
the deadline for finalising an 
agreement on Palestinian 
autonomy until the end of the 
month. Israel! Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin hag talked of 
mid-May. 

Mr. Arafat said Israel had 
thwarted the talks with its 
^policy of mass killings, deten- 
tion, imposing curfews and iso- 

( Continued on page 5) 


Rebels battle their way 
into Rwanda’s capital 


KIGALI, Rwanda (Agencies) 
— Machine-gun and artillery 
fire rocked this Central Afri- 
can capital Wednesday as re- 
bels and government troops 
fought pitched battles. After a 
Week of fighting, the army was 
reported running low on 
ammunition. 

More than 100,000 desper- 
ate refugees carrying their be- 
longings on their backs 
streamed out of the dty ahead 
of the ethnic warfare. Fore- 
igners already have' nearly 
completed their exodus from 
this small Central African 


country. 

■ In one of the most dramatic 
evacuations, a heavily armed 
column of Belgian troops res- 
cued 18 foreigners Wednesday 
morning from the Ndere 
psychiatric hospital north of 
me aiiport. 

7 As the convoy arrived, 500 
Tutsi refugees camped in one 
of the compound’s buildings 
rushed out with their hands up, 
jrieadfrtg for help. 

; But they were left behind, 
^along with 200 mentally ill 
Rwandans living in the hospit- 
al. 

The Belgians only had room 
for 18 foreigners — five 
brothers and two nuns of the 
Belgian Chari te Order, along 
' with a mentally disturbed Ita- 
lian woman, two other Bel- 
gians and their families. - 

The hospital and adjacent 
convent had been besieged 
since Tuesday night by Hutu 
gangs -armed with clubs. 


machetes and rifles. 

Rebels of the Rwanda Pat- 
riotic Front (RPF) crept into 
the dty centre from outlying 
districts overnight on Tuesday 
and opened up with a barrage 
of heavy fire shortly before 
dawn. 

“There is heavy fighting in 
the dty but our forces are 
based mainly on the outskirts. 
Most of the strategic hills 
around the dty are now con- 
trolled by our forces,” RPF 
spokesman Wilson Rutayisire 
told Reuters. 

Witnesses said the parlia- 
ment building where a 600- 
strong rebel contingent was 
stationed under a shattered 
peace accord between the 
mostly Tutsi rebels and the 
Hutu-dominated government 
took several direct bits. 

Army helicopter gunships 
pounded rebels advancing on 
the headquarters of die para- 
military gendarmerie at 
Kacyira in the northeast of the 
capital, where thousands of 
people have died in tribal war- 
fare since the president was 
kilted last week. 

As the rockets were un- 
leashed, rebel positions pep- 
pered the sky with anti-aircraft 
fire. 

Journalists staying in the 
downtown Hotel MSte Col- 
lines reported windows were 
shattered by the thud of heavy 
shells latwfmg all around. 

Red Cross officials said hos- 
pitals were flooded with 
casualties in the tribal dashes 


between the majority Hutus 
and die Tutris, once the ruling 
elite of the former Belgian 
colony. 

Mr. Ratayisire said some 
3,000 rebels around the capital 
could handle the situation, but 
said other forces from the 
20,000-strong rebel army 
would soon also be moved 
down. 

“We are targetting military 
positions such as barracks, we 
are not firing into residential 
areas,” be added. 

Western troops still in the 
capital after organising an eva- 
cuation of hundreds of fore- 
igners said government forces 
were demoralised and ill- 
disdplincd and said they had 
tittle hope of repulring the 
advance. 

“The RPF are advancing. 
They infiltrate at night, parti- 
cularly around dawn, fight with 
government troops and then 
move on. They are good infan- 
try, they seem very well 
trained,” said Belgian para- 
troop commander Captain 
Christophe Onraet. 

They are fighting for control 
of a oty soaked in the Mood of 
thousands slaughtered in a 
tribal bloodbath sparked by 
last Wednesday’s killing of 
Hutu President Juvenal 
Habyarimana. 

Thousands of Rwandans' 
were reported to be fleeing the 
country to neighbouring states. 
One Journalist said she saw a 
13-kilometre river of people 
heading out of the capital. 


Sarajevo 

ceasefire 

violated 

SARAJEVO (R) — Sniping 
and maebinegun fire broke out 
along a tense section of 
Sarajevo’s Serb-Mushm front 
line on Wednesday in a serious 
violation of the city’s two- 
month-old ceasefire. 

Serb snipers shot into the 
centre of the Bosnian capital 
and machinegun fire shattered 
the calm around the landmark 
Holiday Inn, prompting U.N. 
peacekeeping soldiers to rein- 
force a major intersection with 
machinegun-mouated 

armoured care. 

The shooting broke out at 
5:40 p.m. (1540 GMT), forcing 
people strolling past the Holi- 
day Inn or waiting for trams to 
race for cover. 

Explosions shook the area 
and smoke rose from near the 
Vrbanja bridge below a front- 
line cemetery. The outbursts 
lasted for about 45 urinates. 

Serb forces sealed off the 
dty from surrounding hillsides 
when Bosnia's war broke out 
in April 1992 and bombarded it 
with artillery, killing and 
wounding more than 60,000 
people in the next 20 months. 

The Serbs stopped shelling 
the dty in February when the 
Serbs withdrew their heavy 
weaponry beyond a 20- 
kilometre wide U-N. exclusion 
zone following a North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) threat of air strikes 
(see page 8). 

Bnt Serb snipers and 
machine-gunners remained en- 
trenched and the capital is still 
under blockade. 



King warns of more strife if 
peace talks remain stagnant 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday warned that the 
Middle East would be facing 
more tension that would lead 
to violence unless progr e ss was 
retrieved tow a rds a just and dur- 
able peace in die region. 

Addressing a team of 12 
journalists from Europe and 
Japan who are visiting Jordan 
on a fact-finding mission, the 
King said Jordan joined the 
peace process convinced that it 
would lead to a durable and 
just peace in a region whose 
peoples have suffered for many 
decades from tension and con- 
flict. 


He said that efforts must be 
made to overcome the danger- 
ous obstacles impeding the 
peace process. 

The King urged all countries 
interested in seeing peace pre- 
vailing in the region to exert 
more efforts to give momen- 
tum to the peace process. 

The King said Jordan seeks 
the implementation of U.N. 
resolutions through the peace 
process and at the same time is 
determined to provide backing 
for the Palestinians in their 
quest to regain their rights in 
their homeland. 

King Hussein welcomed the 
journalists to the Kingdom and 
briefed them on the develop- 


ment schemes and the path of 
democracy pursued by the 
country. 

The meeting at the Royal 
Court was attended by the 
King’s advisors. Earlier in the 
day, the journalists visited the 
Baqaa refugee camp near Am- 
man and were briefed on the 
services offered to its residents 
by the government and the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA). 

The team, which is accompa- 
nied by a number of United 
Nations information officials, 
has been meeting with Jorda- 
nian officials and touring re- 
fugee camps in the country. 


Austrian president ends visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Austrian 
President Thomas Klestil left 
Amman on Wednesday after 
concluding a three-day state 
visit during which he held talks 
with His Majesty King Hussein 
on bilateral relations and the 
Middle East peace process. 

Dr. Klestil. was seen off at 
the airport by King Hussein, 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah, 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, the speakers of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of 
Parliament, the Royal Court 
chief, the King’s advisors, 
senior government and army 
officials, and the ambassadors 
of European countries in Am- 


man. 

During the visit, members of 
the delegation accompanying 
Dr. Klesnl held talks with their 
Jordanian counterparts on 
means of promoting 
Jordanian-Austrian relations, 
especially in fields related to 
tourism, developing water 
sources and joint investment 
projects. 

Dr. Klestil stressed in state- 
ments to the press his country’s 
support for Jordan politically 
and economically. 

Before his departure 
Wednesday, Dr. Klestil visited 
the ancient Nabatean dty of 
Petra and toured its various 
pails. 


aims of his visit to Jordan was 
to bolster cooperation in tour- 
ism between the two countries. 
He said a specialised delega- 
tion that accompanied him 
held talks with Jordanian offi- 
cials in this regard, focusing in 
their talks on the prospect of 
launching joint tourism ven- 
tures. 

Tourism Minister Moham- 
mad A! Adwan hosted a lunch 
in honour of the Austrian pres- 
ident and the delegation 
accompanying him and deli- 
vered an address praising rela- 
tions between Jordan and Au- 
stria. 

Dr. Adwan presented Dr. 
Klestil with a replica of the 
treasury of Petra. 


Dr. Klesm said one of the 

Government assures IAF of 


justice for detained Islamists 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
Wednesday said it bad sound 
and convincing reasons for de- 
taining 10 Islamists being in- 
vestigated for membership of 
an illegal group believed to be 
planning '‘terrorist acts.” 

Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
deputies took the case of these 
and other Islamists detained on 
security-related cases to Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
earlier this week and later 
circulated their memorandum 
to the premier for publication 
in local newspapers. 

Information Minister Jawad 
A1 Anani said the IAF should 
have waited to “bear the other 
side of the story" before re- 
leasing their memorandum in 
the press. 

Dr. Anani, in an interview 
with the Jordan Tunes, said 
that Dr. Majali, who met with 
a delegation of the IAF de- 
puties Monday evening, “tokl 
them that arrests are not made 
indiscriminately and that there 
were good reasons for the de- 
tentions.” 

“Tire premier told them that 
we respect their request to 
Study the issue but that since 
each story has two sides the 
premier was going to investi- 
gate their charges and bring 
back the other side of the story 
to them," Dr. Anani said. 

In their memorandum to the 
prime minister, the IAF de- 
puties listed names of 72 de- 
tainees, including the 10 
arrested in connection with an 
illegal group, and quoted rela- 
tives of some of tire detainees 
with claims of mistreatment. 


All of the arrests, as speci- 
fied in the list provided by the 
IAF, have been made since the 
beginning of this year. 

Ten people have been re- 
cently arrested for what secur- 
ity sources said was estab- 
lishing a “group planning ter- 
rorist activities.” The sources, 
quoted by the Al Rai Arabic 
daily Wednesday, said the 
group had “Islamist ties” and 
was planning a series of armed 
robberies of shops, taxis and at 
a later stage banking institu- 
tions to collect funds for 
weapons. 

The security sources said the 
group was beaded by a 38-year 
old man whom it did not name. 

Amman Deputy Hamzeh 
Mansour, the spokesman for 
the lAFs parliamentary bloc, 
told the Jordan Times that 
their meeting with the premier 
dealt with the detention of 
about 70 people on charges of 
belonging to groups to destab- 
lise the Kingdom’s security or 
carry out terrorist attacks. 

However, informed sources 
maintain that the conversation 
mainly dealt with the detention 
of these last 10 Islamists. Mr. 
Mansour said that the Monday 
meeting came after several 
similar meetings with the 
prime minister over the deten- 
tion of illegal Islamist groups. 

Asked why the IAF deputies 
decided to publicise this meet- 
ing with the prime minister and 
not tile ones before, Mr. Man- 
sour said: “We had received 
promises of quick releases and 
ensuring humane and good 
treatment of the detainees.” 

But, he added, they went to 
see the prime minister “be- 
cause we felt that the issue still 


stands.” 

In a copy of a memorandum 
released Wednesday, the IAF 
asked the premier to interject 
on behalf of 72 detainees in 
Jordanian prisons and ensure 
that they receive treatment 
compatible with accepted hu- 
man rights standards. 

The deputies said that while 
they did not condone the ac- 
tions of the detainees they 
wanted to “protect the dignity 
and freedoms of citizens as 
guaranteed by the Islamic 
Sharia and our constitution.” 

Mr. Mansour, in his tele- 
phone interview with the Jor- 
dan Times, said that the de- 
legation also wanted the gov- 
ernment to release the de- 
tainees when investigations in- 
dicate that they were not party 
to any illegal activity. 

The IAF delegation which 
met with Dr. Majali was com- 
posed of Mr. Mansour. Am- 
man Deputy Ibrahim Keilani. 
Irbid Deputy Abdul Rahim 
Ekcmr, Amman Deputy Ham- 
mam Said. Balqa Deputy 
Mohammad Oweidah .and 
Karak Deputy Ahmad Kas- 
sassbeh. 

“The delegation briefed tire 
prime minister on the wave- 
arrests of citizens at this time 
and what accompanied these 
arrests in practices that do not 
tally with citizens’ freedoms 
and rights as guaranteed by tire 
Islamic Shana and our con- 
stitution,” the IAF said in a 
statement Wednesday. 

“The prime minister prom- 
ised to study the memorandum 
and deal with it positively 
stressing that he will en- 

(Con tinned on page 5) 


Legislature 
summoned 
to session 

By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
and Upper Houses of Parlia- 
ment will on Sunday begin 
an extraordinary session 
whose agenda will be res- 
tricted to mostly legislative 
matters. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday issued a royal 
decree summoning The 
legislature to the extraordin- 
ary session, which was also 
requested by more than 50 
deputies at the end of the 
12th Parlaimcnt’s first 
ordinary session in March. 

Parliamentary sources 
said the controversial draft 
sales tax law will take up 
most of the session, whose 
duration was not specified in 
the royal decree. 

The Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, said the agenda of 
the session will include com- 
pletion of a number of draft 
laws referred to the Lower 
House by the government 
during the ordinary session 
as well as discussing a num- 
ber of reports that the 
House's various committees 
wer supposed to make to the 
house. 

Parliamentary sources 
said the agenda of the new 
session excluded discussion 
of “national issues” that 
were demanded by deputies 
in their call for the session. 

Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) deputies said they 
would not comment on the 
session until they had been 
informed of all the items on 
its agenda but said the ex- 
clusion of debate on 
“national issues" would 
amount to disregard for the 
deputies. 

Independent Deputy 
Saleh Irsheidat noted the 
King “has the constitutional 
right to set the agenda of the 
session." while Deputy Sa’d 
Hayel Srour said it would be 
impractical to include issues 
that are not clearly defined. 

“When you say you want 
to discuss political issues 
you must specify what these 
issues are. But you cannot 
leave the terms floating and 
undefined,” said Mr. Srour. 

The IAF deputies, who 
had pushed for an extension 
of the ordinary session so 
that the House's agenda 
would not be set by the 
government, reportedly 
wanted to include political 
issues in the agenda in order 
to be able to address de- 
velopments in the peace 
process at a time whdb they 
described as crucial for Jor- 
dan. 

The extraordinary session 
is expected to witness he- 
ated debates over the sales 
tax draft law, which is 
opposed by the IAF and 
leftist deputies. The IAF 
lawmakers boycotted the 
last meeting of the House in 
the ordinary session to pro- 
test the inclusion of the sales 
tax law on its agenda and 
are expected to fight it when 
the House debates it. 

"But if those who reject 
the tax have a better 
alternative let them present 
it to the House," said Mr. 
Srour, who is spokesman of 
the Financial Committee of 
the House. 

Mr. Srour rejected spe- 
culation that the House's 
expected approval of the 
sales tax law would lead to 
further public dissatisfaction 
with the legislature, saying 
that the Financial Commit- 
tee amended the draft law to 
protect the interests of all 
sectors. 

“The Finacia! Committee 
has amend the draft law to 
make it as satisfactory as 
possible to all sectors." he 
said. 

The government pre- 
sented the draft law to the 
House in February as an 
essential part of the econo- 
mic reform programme 
agreed with the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Sources say the country has 
no choice but to introduce 
the tax if it wanted to suc- 
ceed in its efforts to resche- 
dule its debts and get new 
loans. 
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On day autonomy was to 
start, doubters await signs 

People under occupation sceptical if 
self-rule will be implemented at all 


By Neil MacFarqohar 

The Associated Press 

JERICHO, occupied West 
Bank — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
headquarters in this would-be 
capital of Palestinian auton- 
omy was .locked up tight 
Tuesday, the eve of the ori- 
ginal date for starting self- 
rule. 

Abdul Karim Sidr, the loc- 
al PLO leader, has not set 
foot in the place in almost 
two months. 

“We are at the 13th of 
April and nothing happened, 
no actual steps on the ground 
to make people sure the 
agreement is alive.*' said Mr. 
Sidr, calculating that public 
support for the accord has 
dropped from 85 per cent to 
near zero. 

“People liked the agree- 
ment because it included a 
schedule for the Israel with- 
drawal. That schedule has 
been dropped.” he added. 

Here and throughout the 
occupied territories, the gid- 
dy flag-waving of September 
has been replaced by a bitter 
aftertaste despite signs that 
change is close. Negotiators 
predict an agreement in early 
May, the Israeli forces 
made a very public display of 
moving out tonnes of equip- 
ment and the list of transfer 
de tails from the Cairo talks 
grows daily. 

But there has been little 
change inpeople's day-to-day 
lives, ft anything, Irving con- 
ditions decayed due to measures 
to stop- violence from both 
sides. That has taken its toll 
on PLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fat’s standing, along with an 
increasingly savage struggle 
for influence within the ranks 
of his Fateh faction as the; 
date for the arrival of a seif- 
rale gove rnm ent nears. 

hfr. Arafat ordered branch 
offices like the one in Jericho 
closed because there were 
almost daily outbreaks of 
shooting or other violence in 
them throughout the occu- 
pied territories. 

“People are frightened, 
they don't know where things 
are going, who will be in 
charge. There is a lot of 
pressure to maintain turf,” 
said Khalil Shikalti, director 
of a West Bank research 
centre. 


The anticipated arrival of 
an outside leadership from 
Tunis has many fearing that 
those inside who have been 
running the uprising against 
Israel for years will be 
shunted aside. 

“They are not accustomed 
to democracy, to sharing 
things with the internal lead- 
ership,” said Said Kan an, 
who helped initiate the 
autonomy talks. 

One of the most glaring 
reasons people doubt that 
there will be an accord is the 
lack of preparations on the 
ground for a Palestinian lead- 
ership. Examples are legion. 

The 7,000 police officers 
from outside are expected to 
bring about 30.000 family 
members with them, the 
largest group ever, yet there 
has been no construction of 
bousing or additional 
schools. 

Jericho, as the seat of a 
government, will need be- 
tween 500 and 1,000 phone 
lines more than the 750 now 
present. It could take nine 
months and $4 million to 
install them. 

“The PLO seems to ignore 
the need to build a country. 
They are concerned about 
politics, about getting here,” 
said Mr. Kanan. 

Much of the blame is 
directed at Mr. Arafat him- 
self for refusing to delegate 
enough authority, which, 
among other things has West- 
ern and Arab donors reluc- 
tant to release any of the $2-4 
billion in promised aid. 

Violence repeatedly inter- 
rupts change. Since the sign- 
ing, 154 Palestinians and 35 
Israelis have died in clashes 
that held up the talks repe- 
atedly. 

But Israel is pressing on 
with the first stage. It disman- 
tled the infrastructure of 11 
bases- and detention centres 
in the Gaza Strip plus the 
central police station in 
Jericho. Even the kitchens 
are gone, with the soldiers 
moiling the operations cen- 
tres in bivouacs that can be . 
dismantled within five days of 
an agreement, Israel says. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, or Hamas, is 
lying low in the autonomy 
areas, hoping the PLO will 
fail on its own. But it vows to 
continue the fight against 
Israel and the Jewish settlers 


in the occupied territories, 
setting the stage for Israel to 
stop the spread of autonomy 
beyond Jericho and Gaza un- 
less Mr. Arafat cracks down 
on his opposition. 

In the meantime there is 
much uncharted turf. Tues- 
day was supposed to be Mr. 
Arafat's day. Instead the 
gears are still grinding slowly 
towards self-rale. 

“The process is hurting 
him. It’s a gradual transition, 
its vague, its uncertain. It all 
comes back on his head. He 
gets all the blame, but at the 
same time he'll get all the 
credit for the good,” said Mr. 
Shikalti. 

Following are some agree- 
ments readied so far in PLO- 
Israel negotiations in Cairo, 
according to a status report 
Tuesday by negotiators: 

— The Palestinian police 
force will have 9,000 mem- 
bers, 2,000 from the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank town of 
Jericho and 7,000 from out- 
side the territories. Of the 
outsiders, 6,000 will move in 
immediately after the signing 
of the agreement, and 1,000 
three months later. 

— They will be armed with 
Kalashnikov rifles, and offic- 
ers will have pistols. Hie 
force also will have armoured 
vehicles and machine guns to 
protect important sites. 

— Agreement has been 
reached on a schedule for 
freeing 5,000 of the 8,500 
Palestinians held in Israeli 
jails; 2,500 will be released 
immediately after the signing 
and 2,500 after the Palesti- 
nian authority is installed in 
the territories. 

— The PLO says there is 
agreement for Israel to allow 
return of about 50 exiles in 
next few days, including 
Akram Haniyeh, who is the 
PLO man responsible for foe 
territories. 

— Topics to be negotiated 
when talks resume Sunday 
include water rights, civilian 
administration, legal jurisdic- 
tion over criminal offenders, 
and crossing points from 
Gaza and Jericho to Israel. 

Final negotiations on five 
or six civilian topics, such as 
broadcast frequencies for 
Palestinian radio and TV, 
and cooperation on civilian 
Lawsuits, could be put off 
until after the signing of the 
pact. 


Taiwaaese-Chinese relations deteriorate 


Taipei — Relations 
between Taiwan and 
China continue to de- 
teriorate due to failure 
to resolve a conflict 
that errupted when 24 
Taiwanese tourists 
were killed in China 
on March 31. 

Taiwanese author- 
ities said the 24 tour- 
ists either drowned or 
were burnt to death 
when they were 
travelling to Qiandao 
lake. 

Taiwan says the 


JS35AE TCUaVlSlCNN 


r^KJa.UJME TWO 


.. Tamara 
New? :n Frcrdi 


p 


Ic Monde Fantasliquc dcs Animator 

in 


2fcOQ 




2fc30 


ta 

sc 


21:10 Bony 

22M News in English 

22d4 

Feature Film: “I Am The Cheese” 

bi 

3i 



PRAYER TIMES 

K 


04:43 

0604 

FajY 

fr 

th 

F 

i 

t&3 6 
16:12 

:«:<« 

Dbuhr 

. . 'Air 

Vjchrsb 

’‘bfeu 


CHUS-SHES 

/-. 5];n of Nwuci- CimrcSi SwiT-K. 

of Uoi Church, Tut. 

•sJZToS. 

SL. Joseph Church Tel. 62-1590. 
Ckcrcb of the AouandatiuB Tel. 
637440. 

Dt h Stic Church Tel- 661757 
T aimu th Church Tel: 622366 ' 

Church #f Uw AnnundalKHi Td. 
623541. 


Chinese authorities 
refuse to reveal the 
facts about the acci- 
dent, adding that rela- 
tives of the tourists 
were dented entry to 
China. 

According to 
Taiwanese Premier 
Lien Chan, “such 
manners have shown 
the complete neglect 
Of h uman rights and 
life by the ruling au- 
thorities (in China). 
The facts about the 
accident ought to be 
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made public no matter 
whether it is a crimin- 
al or non-criminal 
case, he said. If such 
cases cannot be hand- 
led fairly and reason- 
ably, then relations 
between the two sides 
of the Taiwan strait 
will be greatly 
harmed, he said. 

Mr. Chan said, the 
tourism to the main- 
land win be in jeopar- 
dy unless “law- 
breakers are 
punished.” 
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SETTLER’S VICTIM: Palestinian women hold a portrait of 
three-month pregnant Fatma Khalayfeta, 18, who was shot to 
4 mA In her home in Ad Jib north of Jerusalem by a Jewish 


settler on Tuesday. The dead woman’s eight-month-old daugh- 
ter is held by a family member (AFP photo) 


Stone- throwers, negotiators are worlds apart 


CAIRO (R) — Stone-throwers 
in the occupied territories and 
negotiators in Cairo may both 
be battling the Israelis in their 
different ways, but more and 
more Palestinians see them as 
being in different worlds these 
days. 

“The Israelis kill us and Na- 
bil Shaath shakes hands with 
them in Cairo.” said one bitter 
old man in Hebron last month. 

He was watching Israeli sol- 
diers rocket a house in the 
heart of the city, killing three 
Palestinians, when news 
broadcasts showed a smiling 
Shaath shaking hands with his 
Israeli counterpart Amnon 
Shahak and announcing a com- 
promise deal for security in 
Hebron, to restart peace; talks 
proper. • 

' While improvised street bar- 
ricades and shards of glass lit- 
ter the urban battlegrounds of 
Hebron and Gaza, elaborate 
chandeliers and sophisticated 


foyer of the Gezira Sheraton 
Hotel where Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) have been nego- 
tiating on self-rule in the past 
few weeks. 

Many Palestinians inside the 
territories unload their sense of 
powerlessness onto their nego- 
tiators, blaming them for fail- 
ing to produce any real results 
from six months of talks. - 

Charges that Palestinian 
negotiators are weak, corrupt, 
and even traitors to foe cause 
are common in the West Bank 
and Gaza, even among those 
who say they support peace 
and foe PLO. 

Dr. Shaath, an affable, self- 
made businessman with ho 
fighting background; comes* m 
for 1 particularly harsh" aff&XS 
Among foe conspiracy theor- 
ists of the West Bank and 
Gaza, he is often seen as 
seducing PLO Chairman Yas- 


ser Arafat into compromising 
the national cause for which 
millions have suffered. 

Television footage of the 
Nile and Cairo's spectacular 
skyscraper horizon, sleek 
motorcades and security men 
in suits does not go down well 
in Gaza’s slums or Hebron 
after a day's strict curfew and 
more bloody dashes with foe 
Israeli army. 

In fact, foe atmosphere at 
the talks is often tense. Dele- 
gates lurch between optimism 
and pessimism in marathon 
negotiating sessions that can 
last 15 hours a day. 

“It’s like an addiction.” said 
Ameer, a PLO security officer 
drafted in from ' Headquarters 
in Tunis id cover the talks. "I 
leave for work at eight in the 
morning: - When T gerbzek at 
one in foe morning, I turn on 
the news to see what they’re 
saying.” 

“We know people inside feel 


like this, that we're eating 
good food in a five-star hotel 
while they starve. But they 
don’t see our struggles. It’s 
completely exhausting,” he 
added. 

Palestinian negotiators, in 
contrast to the Israeli side, are 
squeezed on all sides. 

They face Israelis who they 
say often treat them in an 
off-hand manner. They have to 
react quickly to outbreaks of 
violence and are rarely certain 
of what Mr. Arafat wants. All 
the time, they know millions of 
Palestinian eyes watch their 
every move. 

Israeli negotiators suffer no 
such isolation. Many of them 
are high-ranking officers in, 
Israel's national army. They fly 
in and out of Cairo on Israeli 
planes from an Israeli airport, 
and mainly brief Israeli jour- 
nalists who broadcast their 
views on television and in the 
next day’s Hebrew press. 


British teach 
beat to 
PLO bobbies 

NON-LETHAL riot control 
equipment and courses m com- 
m unity policing are BritamV; 
contribution to the Palestinian •- 
policemen who are about to i 
start one of the world’s tough-,: 
est beats as the Israeli army :; . 
withdraws from Gaza and.j. 
Jericho. 

Wifo the deployment of foe 
first officers awaiting the out- ; 
come of talks in Cairo between < 
Israel and foe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation, British offi-_; 
dais revealed that 20 senior - 
commanders are to undergo 
training at Bramshill police ! 
college in Hampshire. 

The experience in Northern : 
Ireland, interrogation tectmj-jK 
ques, treatment of offenders, . 
police accountability and hu- : 
man rights will be on the syila- • 
bus. 

But in an area where law and v 
order are in short supply and ; 
guns plentiful, foe main focus - 
will inevitably be operations. ! 
The Palestinians will study the ; 
use of minimum force in public/ 
disorder, and visit the Metro- * . 
potitan Police riot control 
training centre at Hounslow. 

Britain will also supply 200 
sets of body armour, shields^ 
batons and helmets. 

The police force is of enor- 
mous significance as the sym- 
bol of Palestinian sovereignty 
in the liberated areas, and 
partly compensates for the li- 
mited scope of the initial. 
Israeli withdrawal after 27 
years of occupation. 

The police face the extreme- 
ly difficult task of dealing with 
foe continued presence of 
armed Israeli settlers and the 
powerful Palestinian opposi- 
tion to Yasser Arafat. 

Britain's modest aid is seen 
to fill a gap between needs and . 
resources. A world bank study 
that costed administration for 
1994 at $168 million, assumed . 
a police force of 15,000 men.A 
But with actual contributions 
of $120 million, foe force is 
being scaled down to 10,000 * 
men. 

The two sides disagree about 
how the .police should ^enter 
Gaza and Jericho. The-PLQ 
wants the .first batch of 300 
officers to enter with arms and 
uniforms in a blaze of public- 
ity. Israel wants to arm them 
after they have arrived — The 
Guardian. 


Arab analysts describe ‘new openness 9 in Gulf 


By Norma Holmes 

WASHINGTON — The mass 
media, and CNN and BBC in 
particular, have ushered in a 
new openness within Gulf 
societies, according to 
Bahrain's Minister of Informa- 
tion Tariq Almoayed. who 
adds that the local media now 
needs to take up its “burden of 
responsibility" if it is to ge- 
nuinely become the Arab 
World's fourth estate. 

“Media has to be respected 
by the people if it is to join 
legislative, executive and judi- 
cial branches of government" 
in public service, he said in an 
April 8 panel discussion at the 
Georgetown University Centre 
for Contemporary Arab Stu- 
dies (CCAS) 19th Annual 
Conference. 

Joining Mr. Almoayed in the 
discussion on "Whither the 
Middle East?" were Kuwait’s 
Ambassdor to the U.S. Dr. 
Mohammad A1 Sabah and 
Jihad Al Khazen, editor of the 
Saudi-owned. London- based 
newspaper Al Hayat. 

Mr. Almoayed said that 
Bahrainis realise that open ac- 
cess to international media 
could have short-term prob- 
lems. but rhat in the long ran, 
"it would be beneficial and not 
really harmful.” Recalling that 
Bahrain hosted Western jour- 


nalists during the Iran/Iraq war 
and the Gulf crisis, Mr. 
Almoayed noted that such 
openness "has been a profit- 
able exercise." Bahrain was 
the first Arab country to open- 
ly argue that “bringing the 
world's media and networks to 
our people could be directed 
toward mutual ondeistanding 
and better perception of prob- 
lems." the official added. 

A former member of the 
Bahraini Constituent Assem- 
bly until his appointment as 
minister of information in 
1973. Mr. Almoayed has spon- 
sored new public avenues of 
information in Bahrain includ- 
ing CNN and BBC. One of his 
personal priorities is the pre- 
servation of Bahrain's natural 
resources and cultural herit- 
age. and the “national and 
international dissemination of 
knowledge about both.” 

“The (television) networks 
are turning the world into a 
small village.... People of the 
Middle East have to accept 
that they are part of the new 
world order, and should work 
with others to benefit from 
multinational cooperation on 
peace," he argued. In the post- 
Gulf war order. Americans 
“have a new position as leaders 
of the new alliance." One of 
the biggest gains of the war, he 
said, was that countries know 


that "boundaries are still, to be 
respected... and that the world 
would not tolerate military in- 
vasion as a solution to political 
disputes." 

Editor and columnist Jihad 
Al Khazen was less optimistic 
about the effects of the Gulf 
war victory on the regional 
peace process, and predicted 
that anything short of a "full 
peace" would not endure. 

“Will peace last? Peace be- 
cause of political pressure will 
not solve the region’s ills." he 
warned. On the other hand, it 
could "compound existing 
problems," as some Arab or 
Iranian elements would then 
"find it easy to attack a hollow 
or an unjust peace.” 

Mr. Al Khazen noted that 
while peace may improve liv- 
ing conditions for peoples of 
foe region, it will not solve 
“what has become one of the 
most endemic problem... en- 
trenched regimes. Iraq’s Sad- 
dam Hussein “seems to have 
been there for ages," the jour- 
nalist added, and many other 
Arab leaders have also ruled 
beyond "their shelf life." Any 
future elected representation, 
therefore “must be held 
accountable to the people." 

Ambassador Al Sabah of 
Kuwait, however, agreed with 
Bahrain's Almoayed that the 
allied defeat of Iraq "is not the 
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end of the story, but could very 
well be the beginning of a 
happy ending." 

Underscoring that "Arab re- 
conciliation should be based on 
the lessons of the Iraqi aggres- 
sion against Kuwait,” he 
argued that "calls to bypass 
this reality will not work,” 
pointing out that the Iraqi 
Baath regime has flagrantly 
violated numerous agreements 
between Iraq and its neigh- 
bours. 

Ambassador Al Sabah, a 
professor on leave from the 
faculty of economics of Kuwait 
University, is also chairman of 
foe economic committee of 
Kuwait's Higher Planning 
Council and founder of the 
Kuwait-America Foundation. 

As an economist, the ambas- 
sador said he is quite optimistic 
about the future of Kuwait. 
“The vast crude oil reserves to 
be found in our region make 
the countries of the Arabian 
Gulf of vital importance to foe 
economic stability of the 
world." 

But to answer where the 
Arab World is going, “we must 
first fully comprehend the pre- 
sent..." he said. "It is impera- 
tive that the Arab World draw 

the painful lessons from this 
tragedy and undertake the re- 
quired fundamental reforms to 
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restore the Arab World to its 
appropriate place in the com- ' 
munity of nations,” he said. 

He said that although Iraq 
accepted Security Council Re- 
solution 687 in April 1991 — 
dealing with Kuwait’s territo- 
rial integrity and the release of 
Kuwaiti detainees — the same, 
regime has "committed over 50; 
acts of aggression on Kuwait's 
borders." and 30 in 1993 alone.’ 

Moreover. Iraq has "refused 
to discuss with foe Intemation-- 
al Red Cross the status of 625fc 
Kuwaiti detainees and othei^. 
country nationals” it has held 
since foe invasion." Mr. Al 
Sabah said. "Ii is imperative, 
that the Arab World draw the 
painful lessons from this, 
tragedy and undertake the re-; 
quired fundamental reforms to* 
restore the Arab World to its 
appropriate place in the com- 
munity of nations.” 

Summing up, the Kuwaiti 

ambassador said that impor- 
tant developments were taking 
place in the Gulf Cooperation 
S O-Vj- l . nc,u ding “consensus- 
ouiiding institutions, develop-' 
ment-oriented domestic and 
an’J'S' 1 assistance programmes 
and total support for U.N. 
resolutions." These are a few 

S™P' es the Arab 

World needs for the 21st cen- 
foty. he concluded — USIA. 
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JAPAN-JORDAN FRIENDSHIP: Prime 
Minister Abdul Majati Wednesday m eets 

in his office with Itrfwxhi K<v«iif^tij i president of 
the Japanese-Jordanian Friendship Society. Dis- 
cuss i on covered ways of wwhRng the society to 
increase its activities. Head of the Jordanlan- 
Japanese Friendship Society in Jordan Sharif 
Jamil Ben Nasser (left) was present at the 


meetin g along with Japan’s ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Yuji Dceda. Dr. MsjalJ Wednesday visited 
the Public Security Department (PSD) and met 
with its director, Abdul Rahman Ai Adwan. 
Discussion covered topics related to the depart- 
ment's needs to upgrade its services to the public 
(Petra photo) 


Three major firms set up fund 
to help develop southern regions 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Three major 
Jordanian companies have 
come together to set up a 
common fund to help develop 
the southern regions of Jordan 
and address the high rate of 
unemployment in the area 
through an innovative scheme 
under the guidance of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

The Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC), the 
Arab Potash Company (APC) 
and the Jordan Cement Factor- 
ies Company are setting op the 
fund with an initial capital of 
JD1 million to be invested in 
projects that would create em- 
ployment op portun ities as well 
as development in die gov- 
ern orates’ of Maan.Tafileh and 
Karak. 1 

The 1 venture, known as 
South Development Company? 
holds the fiist meeting of its 
board of directors under the 
chairmanship of Fayez Kha- 
sawneb, director of the Aqaba 
Region Authority on Saturday 
to give shape to some of the 
projects that could be launched 
immediately. 

Other members of the board 
include the heads of the JPMC, 
the APC, the cement com- 
panies and Hani Ai Mullri, 
director-general of the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) and 
one of the directors of the 
APC. 

Suleiman Huwari, director- 
general of the APC and a 
member of the new entity, said 
projects under consideration 
would aim at upgrading the 
living standards of the people 
of the southern governarates 
through involving them direct- 
ly and indirectly. 


“One of the major problems 
of the southern regions is a 
high rate of unemployment,” 
Mr. Huwari told the Jordan 
Times. 

“Hopefully the new project 
could help alleviate the situa- 
tion by creating job opportuni- 
ties for the people of the re- 
gion.” 

Mr. Huwari as well as Dr. 
Mnlki of the RSS emphasised 
that the venture was not com- 
mercially oriented. 

l T wQl not use the term 
investment or profit in the con- 
text of this project,” said Dr. 
Mulki. “The whole approach is 
different.” 

“It is more like a fund which 
will help the southern regions 
to develop through helping set 
up projects that would contri- 
bute to the development pro- 
! cess,” said Mr. Huwari. 

Profit-making will not be the 
! prime objective of the venture 
although earnings of the ven- 
tures would be recycled into 
the entity to expand its activi- 
ties, he said. 

Dr. Mulki and Mr. Huwari 
said the venture was borne out 
of a suggestion made by Crown 
Prince Hassan, who observed 
that the JPMC, the APC and 
the cement company were con- 
tributing regular financial 
assistance to local inhabitants. 

“His Highness suggested 
that instead of making the 
yearly contributions it would 
be a better idea if the money 
was used to finance ventures 
that help the people help them- 
selves while helping the de- 
velopment of the region,” said 
Mr. Huwari. 

The start-up capital of JD 1 
million will be contributed 
more or less equally by the 
three companies, but such con- 
tributions would continue ev- 


ery year, thus raising the capit- 
al available to the venture. 

Projects under consideration 
include those which cater to 
the needs of the companies on 
a corporate basis as well as die 
requirements of their em- 
ployees. In essence this implies 
the diversion of so me of the 
sources of supplies for the 
companies to projects run by 
the people of the region in- 
stead of profit-oriented private 
sector establishments. 

Mr. Huwari cited as an ex- 
ample a proposal to set up a 
small-scale plant to produce 
uniforms for the three com- 
panies 1 personnel. The project 
will provide employment 
opportunities to the people of 
the area while it will also satis- 
fy the needs of the com- 
panies, be said, noting that 
the companies were buying 
uniforms for. their employees 
from die open . market in any 
event. 

Other proposals include 
maintenance shops for machin- 
ery, production of spare parts, 
motor repairs, production and 
maintenance of agricultural 
tools and implements which do 
not involve high technology. 
Also under consideration is a 
vegetable and fruit processing 
apd canning plant. 

Dr. Mulki pointed out that 
projects could also involve- 
farilities to meet the personal 
consumption needs of the em- 
ployees of the companies as 
well as their families. This 
would mean more than 35,000 
people, including the em- 
ployees themselves and then- 
dependants. 

“There are many sugges- 
tions and ideas, and we hope 
we will be able to launch some 
of them soon,” said Mr. 
Huwari. 


Aqaba-Nweibeh ferry services 
largely unaffected by blockade 


AQABA (Petra) — Despite 
the continuing U.S.-led block- 
ade on the port dry of Aqaba 
and the declining number of 
ships docking at the harbour, 
ferry boat services between the 
port city and Nweibeh on the 
Egyptian side are continuing 
unaffected, according to 
Mohammad Btoush, the direc- 
tor of the port's passenger sta- 
tion. 

In the past year a total of 
1.25 million passengers 
travelled between the two 
ports, and the port authorities 
are contemplating building 
’more ' wharfs for passenger 
strips, said Mr. Btoush. 

I At present, the passengers 
■are served a wharf which 
•accommodates three ships 
{simultaneously and plans are 
J under way to expand the feefl* 
1 hy to make room for 12 ships. 


said Mr. Btoush, adding that 
the cost of the project is ex- 
pected to reach JD12 million. 

He said the cost of building 
the facilities would be compen- 
sated or covered by passenger 
fees, which now stands at SI 
one-way fare per traveller oat of the por 
in addition to the departure fees 
of JDS for Jordanians and JD6 
for non-Jordanians. 

The Aqaba-Nweibeh route 
has been unaffected by the 
blockade largely because most 
of the travellers are Egyptians 
passing through the port dry 
on their way to or from the. 
Gulf countries, added Mr. 
Btoush. 

He said expanding transport 
and travel facilities between 
Jordan and Egypt was ex- 
pected to increase travel of 
Arab citizens between the east- 
ern and western areas of the 


Arab World and also boost 
Jordanian-Egyptian trade. 

According to Akef Abu 
Tayeh, deputy director of the 
Aqaba Ports Corporation, the 
port earns about JD150 million 
annually for the state treasury. 

He said for every tonne of 
goods unloaded at Aqaba, 
JD25 is paid in fees to the 
government. 

He said the port also earns 
income from fees on ships 
docking at the harbour and 
charges on the storage of goods 
unloaded at the port area. 

Despite the harassment to 
shipping, he said, the port au- 
thorities are going ahead with 
plans to expand facilities to 
unload cereals and widen stor- 
age facilities and yards where 
the goods are kept before 
being transited to their destina- 
tions. 



FILMS 


’ film entitled “Sunrise at Campobeflo” at 
file American Center on Thursday at 5:00 
p.nu 

FBm in Engfish on artist Edgar Degas (part 
ID (with commentary in Arabic) at Darat AI 
Firaun of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Found- 
ation in Jabal Luweibdeh at 5:00 pjn. 

DRAMA RECITAL 

’ Drama redial by Mufleh AI Udw an at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Art and Culture on 
Thursday at 7.-00 p-m- 

DRAMA 

■ Comedy entitled “A Touch Of Spring” at 


file Hotel Inter. Continental on Thursday at 
7 JO p,m* 


ft Electronics and electrics exhibition at the 
World Centre for ExhRrffioas, University 
Road (10:00 a.m.- 10:00 p.m.) (Tel. 
002009). 

☆ Paintings exhibition by Jordanian and 
Lebanese artists Jamal Khamb and Jehad 
Abu Suleiman at ABa Art Gallery (930 
-1330, 15:00-18:00) (TeL 639303). 

* Graphics exhibition by artist Burhan Saleh 
Mohammad at the Phoenix Gallery for Art 
and Cnftm-e (TeL 695291). 

☆ Book exhibition at the International Exhibi- 
tion Centre, University Road. 


Trade experts view Italian team’s Iraq visit 
as sign of possible lifting of U.N. embargo 


By Inn Alalia 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The visit to Iraq 
of a 34-member commercial 
delegation of the Arab- 
Italian Chamber of Com- 
merce (AZCC) has been 
hailed by some as a posable 
sign that the international 
community is finally moving 
towards lifting the cuTTent 
U.N. embargo on Iraq. 

The AICC team was the 
largest commercial delega- 
tion to visit Iraq since the 
Gulf war. The group ended a 
four-day visit to Iraq Tuesday 
and spent Wednesday in Am- 
man. 

Sergio Marini, AICC presi- 
dent and head of the delega- 
tion, was quoted in the local 
media as saying that the 
AICC had officially called for 
a lifting of the current embar- 
go measures on Iraq, and 
Italy’s resumption of full and 
normal relations with Bagh- 
dad. 

He also called for “the 
increasing of exports of 
medical supplies, foodstuffs 
and essential goods for Iraq, 
and the release of additional 
amounts from the Iraqi funds 
ly fir 
of Italy).” 

AICC Secretary General 
Fouad Abdulhadi told the 
Jordan Times that this initia- 
tive was supported not only 
by members of the AICC, 
but by the Italian business 
community at large. 

“Iraq was Italy’s fourth 
trading partner among the 
Arab countries before the 
Gulf war, and Italian com- 
panies are very keen to re- 
sume business there,” said 
Mr. Abdulhadi. 

The AICC visit to Iraq, he 
said, was in fact a result of a 
meeting between a group of 
Italian parliamentarians who 


raqi ft 

currently frozen (on the part 


were recently in Iraq and 
representatives of some 40 
Italian companies, including 
Fiat, Pirelli, and Ansaldo. 

“I would say that France is 
pursuing the same policy of 
resuming business relations 
with Iraq, as shown by the 
recent oil drilling contracts 
agreed upon by Total and 
ELF- Aquitaine and an Iraqi 
delegation to France,” Mr. 
Abdulhadi added. 

He said a German trade 
delegation had already ar- 
rived in Iraq as the AICC 
team was leaving, and the 
Iraqi foreign minister told 
him that even some U.S. 
businessmen had “come call- 
ing.” 

Fahed Fanek, a prominent 
Jordanian economist, told 
the Jordan Times that the 
AICC delegation’s visit to 
Iraq was important. “It gives 
a sign that Europe is expect- 
ing the lifting of sanctions. 
There is no reason for them 
to continue now except for 
political pressure, and the 
United States and Great Bri- 
tain are the only countries 
still pushing for continued 
sanctions,” said Dr. Fanek. 

During its visit to Amman, 
the delegation met with 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Rima Khalaf and offi- 
cials at the Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
merce (FJCC). 

Vice President of the Am- 
man Chamber of Commerce 
Haidar Murad told the AICC 
members that although bi- 
lateral trade between Jordan 
and Italy had shown a robust 
annual growth rate of 20% 
over the past five years, the 
volume of that trade still foils 
for short of expectations, as 
figures show a lopsided' cur- 
rent ratio m Italy's favour of 
over 20-to-l. 

Whereas Italian exports to 



Members of the Arab-Itatian Chamber of 
Commerce Wednesday meet with their 


counterparts at the Federation of Jordanian 
Chamber of Commerce (Petra photo) 


Jordan had risen from a $67 
million total in 1988 to $202 
million in 1993. Jordan’s ex- 
ports to Italy had actually 
declined over the same 
period from $18 million in 
1988 to a mere $9.5 million in 
1993, Mr. Murad said. 

He urged the Italians to 
cooperate with the Jordanian 
private sector “to find ways 
of increasing the exchange of 
trade... and identify pros- 
pects for boosting Jordanian 
exports to Italy. It is neces- 
sary to have closer access to 
the Italian market.” he 
added. 

Mr. Murad also called on 
Italy “to adopt a firm stance 
against the blockade imposed 
on the Gulf of Aqaba.” Italy, 
he said, is asked to exercise 


all its authority and power 
“vis-a-vis the allies in order 
to put an end to this unfair 
and illegitimate siege.” 

During her meeting with 
the delegation. Minister Kha- 
laf told the group that Jorda- 
nian exporters were hand- 
icapped in (heir dealings with 
the Italian market by a lack 
of knowledge and informa- 
tion about Italian business 
regulations and practices, 
and tbe hard fact that many 
Jordanian goods lack the 
necessary standards to pene- 
trate the Italian market. 

She said one positive step 
would be to improve the 
quality of products manufac- 
tured in Jordan through joint 
business ventures and tech- 
nology transfers between the 


two countries’ private sec- 
tors. 

Italian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Romualdo Beihni told 
Dr. Khalaf that two smaller 
Italian business delegations 
were also currently in Jordan, 
and “the proliferation of in- 
itiatives augurs well for rela- 
tions between us. But with all 
these links we risk losing 
track of what is going on." 
Mr. Bettini said. 

He said that better central 
coordination and publicity 
was needed to improve 
Italian-Jordanian trade rela- 
tionships and to “avoid dou- 
ble efforts and initiatives.” 

“Also, we need to see 
more of the same types of 
initiatives from your side,” 
said the envoy. 


Jordanian heart specialists reiterate commitment to progress 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Cardiac and 
arteiy disease specialists in Jor- 
dan Wednesday reiterated 
their commitment to medical 
progress to help care for die 
increasing number of Jorda- 
nians falling victim to heart 
disease. 

“Medical services m Jordan 
witnessed great progress,” said 
Nn’man Abu Aishah at the 
Second Jordan Cardiac Society 
(JCS) Conference which 
opened in Amman Wednes- 
day. 

Yousef Goussous, president 
of the JCS and bead of the 
Royal Medical Services 
addressed the participants 
stressing the importance of 
combatting heart disease 
which, he said, was the first 
cause of death in the industrial 
world. 

“Stress and unhealthy eating 
habits are predominant in our 
lifestyle, said Moayyad AI Nas- 
ser, who heads the confer- 
ence’s preparatory committee, 
explaining tbe reason behind 
the increase in coronary dis- 
ease worldwide. 

Dr. Nasser told the Jordan 
Times that people are becom- 
ing more aware of the role of 
heart surgery as die major step 
towards death prevention 


among heart disease patients, 
which, he said, explains the 
increase in heart surgeries. - 

He added that heart slirgery 
specialists in - Jordan were 
among the best in the world 
and that Jordan receives hun- 
dreds of foreign patients seek- 
ing medical attention from 
Jordanian doctors. 

“Patients come to Jordan 
because of our advanced 
medical technology and exper- 
tise, and not just because ser- 
vices are mud* less expensive 
here than in Europe- and the 
U.S.,” said Dr. Nasser. 

The first open heart surgery 
conducted in Jordan was done 
in 1970, and in 1985, heart 
surgeon Daoud Hanania per- 
formed the first heart trans- 
plant in the Kingdom. 

Dr. Nasser, however, ex- 
pressed disappointment at the 
scarcity of heart transplants in 
Jordan and attributed it to 
many reasons. 

He said tbat people were not 
aware of the need for donating 
their organs and that tbe op- 
eration was too costly. He 
added that they (heart 
surgeons) were overloaded 
with work and need more 
space and help to enable them 
to conduct more of these op- 
erations, saying that the last 
heart transplant in Jordan was 



An International group of delegates Wednesday 
attends the opening of “Second Jordan Cardiac 


Society Conference* 
tre (Petra photo) 


at tbe Royal Cultural Cen- 


done in 1991. 

The conference hosts dele- 
gates from many countries and 
specialists from the United 
Kingdom, the U.S., France, 
Spain, Germany, Iran and 
several Arab countries who 
will review working papers 
over three days. 

These papers will discuss 
surgery of congenital heart dis- 
ease, electrophysioiogy, 
myocardial infraction, anesthe- 
sia, coronary artery disease, 
coronary artery surgery, valvu- 


lar heart disease, echocar- 
diography, congenital heart 
Hi gr-av and interventional car- 
diology. 

Dr. Abu Aishah, who is 
JCS’s vice president, com- 
mended Jordan ’5 endurance 
and dedication to advance and 
maintain its status as “the 
Arab’s role model,” in medical 
progress, adding that Jorda- 
nians were able to offer ser- 
vices of all kinds to fellow 
Arabs, and that they (Jorda- 


nian medical specialists) were 
active in conducting regular 
monthly meeting's to adopt 
and implement modern medic- 
al techniques. 

Deputising for His Majesty 
Kina Hussein, Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali attended 
the meeting’s opening cere- 
mony held at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre (RCC). The confer- 
ence aims at providing a mix of 
the most important advances in 
•cardiovascular medicine and 
surgery. 


S. African official arrives 
for trade , cultural talks 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — A senior South 
African official. Derek Au- 
ret, Wednesday started a 
three-day visit to Jordan as 
part of a tour of the region, 
and plans to hold talks with 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs TaJal Al Hassan on 
bilateral ties and develop- 
ments in the region. 

According to a South Afri- 
can embassy official, Mr. Au- 
ret also hopes to meet with 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan to discuss 
issues of common concern. 

Mr. Auret’s visit follows 
the signing of a memorandum 
in Johannesburg last January 
f»ving the way for coopera- 
tion between Jordan and 


South Africa in cultural and 
trade fields, tbe embassy offi- 
cial told the Jordan Times. 

He said that during the 
visit to South Africa of a 
Jordanian delegation led by 
Senate Speaker Ahmad Law- 
zi in January, discussions 
were held with government 
leaders there including Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk as well as 
businessmen and university 
officials. 

The South African embas- 
sy has been receiving numer- 
ous calls from local 
businesspersons enquiring 
about pursuing trade deals 
with their counterparts in 
South Africa and the embas- 
sy was offering facilities to 
achieve that goal, said foe 
official. 


PASSPORT LOST 

I, Musa Sardawi, announce the loss of my 
Swedish passport No. 63690459 together with a 
brown wallet on Monday, April 11, 1994. The 
wallet includes 13,300 Swedish kronar/and 
$150. 

If found please contact Dar AI Karme! 
at 689884 or Dr. Kamel Sardawi at 
795291 or the Swedish embassy at 
689177. 
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The National Music Conservatory i Nocr AI Hussein Foundation 

THE FIRST QUARTET FESTIVAL IN JORDAN 



Sunday.17 


Under the Patronage 
of His Highness Prince Raad Bin Zeid 

THC MOD CRN STRING QURRTCT 

The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 
JD 7 

In cooperation with Goethe Insdut 

and 

Friendship Society for the Blind 

Tfckati are aval Uhl. from: 

■RUtttolpfM Hotel 607100 

-COMW littttut. 641993 

-Babictie. E61322 

-Fmddy For Muse. 693696 

-TM Royal Cunnl era*. 669026 

-The National Mine Conattvatwy 687620 

-Romero Rasaurart. Tal 644227 



Tuesday & Wednesday, 26 & 27 


THC M0ZRRT6UM QURRTCT 
OF SRIZBURG 

HOTEL INTER. CONTINENTAL JORDAN 
THE GRAND BALLROOM 

.JD 25 (with dinner) 

In cooperation with 

The Austrian Embassy 

Tieluta are availabl. from: 

-wore i iniei ContrwKOi Jordan, £.11 3C-i 


AN 

.rr. 

Austrian National 
Touriai Offle* 
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Good signs, but they 
need a helping hand 

a 

ALGERIAN PRESIDENT Liamine ZerouaFs move 
this week to replace Prime Minister Redha Malek 
with moderate Mokdad Sifi in a bid to open new 
dialogue with the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
could be an important step towards ending the civil 
strife that has plagued the North African Arab 
country since 1992, when national elections which 
FIS was poised to win were abruptly cancelled. 

Unlike Malek, the new prime minister is believed 
to favour meeting the Islamist forces half way, if 
possible, as a way out of the internal conflict. If Sifi 
truly succeeds where his predecessor foiled, the 
Algerian experiment could be duplicated elsewhere 
such as Egypt where a similar confrontation be- 
tween f nnrinmpntfl lis ts and the regime has reached a 
new peak in recent times. 

Still, the success of moderation in Algeria and 
elsewhere in the Arab and Is lami c countries would 
continue to hinge on good faith dialogue between 
fundamentalist and moderate forces. Algeria is 
making a long overdue move and now the ball is in 
FIS’s court to demonstrate that it too is willing to 
accommodate the views of others in the country. 
This is afterafl the essence of pluralistic democracy. - 

It is doubtful, however, that Sifi has no red lines 
which FIS cannot be allowed to trespass with 
impunity. Likewise, the Algerian leadership must 
show greater sensitivities towards the grievances of 
the Islamists by demonstrating deeper appreciation 
of the conditions that have led to the rise of 
extremism in the first place. Like many developing 
countries, Algeria suffers from corruption, poverty, 
a growing gap between the rich and the poor and a 
limited tradition in democratic role. 

This is where the international community could 
also lend a helping hand. Yet, judging by the stance 
of the IMF and its recent deal with Algeria, 
forthcoming international support may not be 
enough to solve the problem at hand. That deal 
called for the introduction of several austerity 
measures, including the devaluation of the Algerian 
currency, in return for an accord to reschedule the 
country's $26 billion foreign debt and an immediate 
$1 billion. There is every fear that pure economic 
considerations, as the ones often prescribed by the 
IMF, end up exacerbating domestic peace and 
stability. In the case of Algeria the IMF deal could 
very well be counter-productive and lead to further 
strife in the country. 

The European Union has also a vested interest in 
a stable Maghreb for both political as well as 
economic reasons. The geographic proximity of the 
North African tier countries to Europe is too dose to 
be ignored. Additional European initiatives need to 
be taken to alleviate the economic hardships of these 
countries. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'I Arabic daily Wednesday bitterly criticised Washing- 
ton for supplying Israel with sophisticated war planes at a time 
when the Jewish state continues to obstruct the path of peace 
and defy the world community. The United States' announce- 
ment of its intention to sell Israel 25 F-15I planes tan be 
considered only as a reward to the Jewish state for its negative 
attitude towards peace and an encouragement for the Israeli 
government to continue to refuse to end its occupation of 
Arab land, said the daily. The pretext that Israel needs the war 
planes to ensure its security is no more acceptable since the 
Jewish state's arsenal is more than sufficient to ensure Israel’s 
security, said the paper. It is really astonishing and disappoint- 
ing to hear the United States making this announcement at a 
1 time coinciding with the date when Israel was supposed to start 
implementing its Oslo agreement with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) over withdrawing from parts of the 
occupied territories, said the paper. It said that Washington’s 
stand indeed corroborates the credibility of Syria's continuous 
accusations that it is the United States which is to be held 
responsible for the non-achievement of any progress in the 
peace process. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour said Wednesday that the 
American film industry se6ms to be dedicating a major time 
and effort to serving the cause of world Zionism. The 
American films, which have been screened by Israel's televi- 
sion for nearly a whole month, depict the sufferings of the 
Jews in Europe and advocates the Zionists cause, said 
Mohammad Kawash. The writer said that the propaganda 
campaign for the Jews and the Zionists was being screened at a 
time when the world was shocked by the massacre of the 
Muslim worshippers at the Hebron Mosque and was meant as 
a means to cover up for the Israeli crime. The writer said that 
the American film industry has played a key role in propagat- 
ing not only the American hostile campaigns against Commun- 
ism but also was instrumental in serving the cause of Israel and 
world Zionism. 


The boycott of Israel: the need to tighten the grip 

w . . *w**iienr ooDortunitu 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 

AT PRESENT, the Arab side holds in its own hands a crucial 
negotiating card of which it ought to make the best use 
especially at a time when Israel, through its unjustified 
procrastination tactics and its ill-timed "stinginess” and 
intransigence, is making the peace process extremely difficult, 
unpleasant, frustrating and even remarkably risky. The card is 
the Arab boycott of Israel. 

Though I am neither an economist nor a political scientist, I 
have always viewed favourably the Arab boycott of Israel and 
of businesses and corporations which contribute significantly 
to Israeli power — both economic and military — a power 
which has made Israel not only entirely selfish and indifferent 
to the rights of others in the region but also immensely 
stubborn, arrogant and hegemonic. 

I support the boycott on the following grounds. First, and 
quite simply, it is a good means to a good end. The imposition 
of sanctions against a nonconforming, troublesome member of 
world community is a practice which international law and 
international norm both condone and legitimise. Sanctions are 
a highly civilised, agreeably non-violent method of pressure 
exertion, much less violent and destructive and much more 
civilised than the resort to military prowess. 

The best example in our modem history of how sanctions 
can be prudently effective is not the case of Aqaba, Libya and 
Iraq (cases where sanctions become a cruel siege) but South 
Africa. One could certainly see and argue that without the 
imposition of sanctions on South Africa by the international 
community, especially Western powers, apartheid would not 
have weakened and democracy might not have been intro- 
duced in that particular country, which mirrored Israel in 
many ways. Tne point here is that the Arab countries, 
following the example of Western countries, are entitled to the 
boycott against Israel; it is their right to make use of it. and it is 
their duty to implement it to the best of results. 

Secondly, the boycott has been a symbol of Arab solidarity. 
From the very beginning, Arab relations have gone through 



boycott was r — , ^ . - , 

World, despite the internal differences and the frequent 
frictions, did enjoy an acceptable level of understanding, an 
apt sense of common purpose and a noticeable degree of 
consensus and coordination. The boycott of Israel epitomised 
very visibly such sense of consensus and coordination. We 
yearn for those good old days. . 

It is my firm belief that a consolidated Arab World is a 
blessing not only through periods of hot or cold wars with 
Israel, but also during peace negotiations and, even more 
importantly, in the aftermath of peace, when there will be (we 
hope) a great deal of healthy competition among all the 
so-called children of Abraham. At present, the Arab World 
needs to keep the boycott alive because it is perhaps the only 
reminder (to the Arab man in the street) of its solidarity and of 
its existence. 

Thirdly, and more significantly, the real strength of the 
Arab World lies not in its military but in its economic power. 
Our long history of conflict with Israel has taught us (well, it 
ought to have taught us) that no matter what w® do we can 
never, as long as the world situation remains as it is, dream of 
match ing Israel’s military might. Through unqualified support 
from the West, Israel has built a very formidable military 
machine; the Israeli army has always possessed the most 
sophisticated weaponry ana the latest technology. While Israel 
can get an F-15 or an F-16 in five seconds for free, the Arab 
World needs five years, at least, to get one for billions of 
' dollars. Israel can also possess chemical, atomic and nuclear 
weapons with the Western World's knowledge and approval. 

I am not saying that the Arab World ought to neglect the 
question of armament. No, for as long as Israel is strong 
militarily and as long as it is a threat to our security (before 
and after peace), we ought to keep -ourselves- as strong as 
tenable right to defend ourselves against 


possible; it is our inalienai 
external threats. What I ai 
is in our economic resources and potential. The Arab 


external threats. What I am saying, however, is that our power 

‘ i World is 


?-* to matesucta riches a«] such wealth work for m. We 
want to share them with the world, and we want to contribute 
to die human civilisation conscientiously and positively, but 
« wt« Seworld to be fair to us. to our ngftts and to our 

de Thcway we handle the boycott is a test for our ability to 
handle our resources and to west our rights. If rrante m 
ioin us on equal footing and if it truly wishes to march with us 
In the procession of peace and prosperity, rather Jan jo 
us into conflict and disaster, it is warmly welcome. But it has to 
prove to us, through deeds not words, that it seriously wishes 
to do so. Until it does, we must keep the boycott alive 

With respect to the question of boycott, I propose the 
following. A) We bring it (or what remains of it) to the 
negotiating table, and not deal with it (as some would expect 
us to) away from it. The boycott. I say again, is one w the best 
cards at this particularly critical point in history. B) We ought 
to link the easing or the partial lifting of sanctions with Israel s 
willingness and ability to effect progress in the peace process 
which it (and it alone) is slowing and impeding. We want to be 
reasonable, and I believe we generally have .been: Whenever 
Israel proves through concrete steps that it is contributing to 
the achievement ert peace, we ease and lift some of the \Wfj. 
sanctions; whenever it procrastinates and plays games, we 
tighten the grip of sanctions. In my opinion, this is the best 
strategy to adopt under the circumstances. ... 

Israel has yielded nothing off the negotiating table: As a 
matter of fact, it has yielded little at the negotiating table. Ins 
still hassling us and our negotiators over matters which the . 
international community and international law have granted 
us (i.e. the occupied territories); it has shamelessly broken.the . 
April 13 deadline (of withdrawal from Gaza and Jericho) and 
ft has stalled the bilaterals. Why, on God's green earth, should 
we ease or lift the sanctions? Our job at this particular moment 
is to tighten the boycott, not loosen it. 


M.KAHIL 



Rejecting eastern promise 


By John Gray 

WESTERN POLICY and 
opinion regarding the societies 
of East Asia presents a sorry 
spectacle. . The economic 
aduevements of the peoples of 
East Asia - — in Japan, South 
Korea, Singapore, Taiwan 
and, more recently, in parts of 
mainland China, for example 
— are dear and cannot be 
denied. 

Ov er long periods of time, 
extraordinary rates of econo- 
mic growth have been 
achieved, which place at least 
some of the East Asian 
societies, such as Japan and 
Singapore, ahead of many 
Western countries in the health 
care and education they can 
offer their citizens. Moreover, 
this economic success story has 
often been combined with high 
levels of communal harmony 
and social stability, in many 
cases, the East Asian societies 
enjoy high levels of employ- 
ment, and low rates of crime, 
which Western societies can 
only envy. 

It is this potent combination 
of dynamic market institutions 
with the goods of flourishing 
communities that has so far 
eluded most Western societies, 
and which justifies the invoca- 
tion — - in Singapore and 
Malaysia, and increasingly in 
China and in Japan — of an 
Asian model of economic and 
political development. 

This Asian model, or family 
of models, differs from any 
Western model, including 
those advanced by Marxists, in 
drawing on indigenous cultural 
traditions such as Confucian- 
ism, and in its candid repudia- 
tion of Western ideals of indi- 
vidualism, human rights and 
democracy. The Trade record 
of the Asian models, in de- 
livering prosperity and social 
stability to the peoples of East 
Asia, is so outstanding that one 
would expect the achievement 
to be an object of sympathetic 
interest in the West. 

Any such expectation would 
be wide of the mark. For the 
most part, Western thought 
and policy remains based on 
the premise that the future for 
East Asian societies ties in 
convergence on Western 


Western attitudes towards 
Asia express a cultural 
imperialism that is hard to 
distinguish, from racism and 
inhibits scope for cooperation 


values and institutions — in 
other words, on the premise 
that Western ideals and prac- 
tices have universal authority. 

The assumption that mod- 
ernisation and Westernisation 
must go together not only dis- 
torts our reading of history; ft 
also deforms policy. The fiasco 
of Warren Christopher's recent 
visit to China can be under- 
stood only in the context of the 
American presumption that 
any regime that does not con- 
form to Western, and more 
particularly American, concep- 
tions of bum an rights, is tyra- 
nous and illegitimate. The hub- 
ris expressed in this American 
belief is staggering. It rests on 
a picture of American society 
that few will recognise and to 
which many Asians will react - 
with incredulity. 

After all, America ranks 
foremost among Western 
societies in its record for homi- 
cide and other forms of violent 
crime. Only Britain has the 
dubious privilege of exceeding 
ft in respect of crimes against 
property, and even in the near- 
anarchy of post -Communist 
Russia, the murder rate m 
Moscow in 1993 was around a 
third of that of New York. 

Further, the United States 
exhibits these levels of c rimm ai 
violence, despite -*« «> -"-ri- 
me nt in incarceration on a 
scale undertaken by no other 
democratic country, with over 
a million and a quarter Amer- 
icans being subject to one or 
other form of imprisonment. If 
the U.S. has been unable to 
protect the ordinary liberties of 
its citizenry even with a draco- 
nian policy of mass incarcera- 
tion, by what right dbes ft 
judge the Asian countries, 
among which Japan and Singa- 
pore stand out in their success 
in assuring security from crime 
for ordinary people? 

And, in foe case of China, is 


foe American proposal that.it 
should emulate foe disastrous 
example of foe former Soviet 
Union, and implement glas- 
nost before economic reform is 
well established? To flirt with 
similar policies in Ghma today 
would be irresponsibility of foe' 
highest order. 

For Western governments to 
demand such policies as a con- 
dition of trade compounds 
their folly further, by making 
Sino-Westem cooperation on 
urgent issues, such as North 
Korea, harder to achieve. The 
statement of Prime Minister 
Hosokawa, that Japan would 
not support foe imposition on 
China of Western institutions 
and values, is a wise example 
Western leaders would do well 
to follow. 

Western attitudes towards 
foe Asian models express a 
cultural imperialism that is 
hard to distinguish from rac- 
ism, and whiCh infects much 
Western liberal condemnation 
of them also. It is deeply iro- 
nic, however, that Western 
conservatives should be 
among, ami sometimes in the 
forefront of, those who attack - 
foe Asian models. It used to be 
an aspiration of Western con- 
servatism, after all, to strive 
for a balance between the 
claims of individual choice and 
the human need for commun- 
ity, and it was once recognised 
by Western conservatives that 
the wholly free market is in- 
compatible with soda! stabil- 
ity. 

Some Western conservatives 
even perceived that cultural 
difference enriches ns even 
when it is not merely a varia- 
tion on Western liberal values. 
Especially in America, where 
ever greater parochialism of 
perspective is wedded to ever 
more strident universalism, 
such tolerance seems now to 


have disappeared from con- 
servative — and, to a large 
extent, from liberal — 
thought 

We begin to hear now, in the 
works of Samuel Huntingdon 
and others, talk of “tivflisa- 
tional conflict” — between 
Confhtian and Occidental, or 
Islamic and Christian cultures 
— replacing ideological con- 
flict as the chief source of 
international tension in the 
post-cold war world. Such 
penrkaous ideas are perhaps 
inevitable in an ideological na- 
tion that has lost foe enemy by 
which it defined itself. They 
unfortunately give a rationa- 
lisation to expressions of cultu- 
ral racism in the U.S. — parti- 
cularly with regard to Japanese 
people and culture, where 
" American racial stero typing 
enjoys a freedom from res- 
traint it does not possess in 
regard to any other people or 
group. 

This is only one way in which 
fashionable ideas of dvflisa- 
tional conflict — which, if they 
mean anything, mean that 
cultural difference is itself a 
cause of war — constitute a 
powerful obstacle to enlight- 
ened policy in international re- 
lations. 

In Europe, which does not 
define itself by reference to a 
universal mission, it should 
surely be possible for policy to 
be guided by the ideal of 
harmonious coexistence 
among different cultures. It 
may even be possible for Euro- 
pean leaders fo ask what they 
have to learn from Asian ex- 
emplars that have never 
d aimed the universal authority 
that the Western model, parti- 
,eulariy in its American form, 
claims for itself. 

If Europe is to do this, 
however, it needs to have foe 
confidence that its way of life is 
worth Irving without seeing it 
as obligatory for the entire 
human species. Can it be that 
European cultural decline is 
now so for gone, and American 
hegemony so complete, that 
this is now an unreafisaWc 
hope? 


The writer is a Fellow of Jesus 
College, Oxford. The article is 
reprinted hrom the Guardian 


LETTERS 


Channel 2 is not foreign 

To the Editor: 

I AM generally reluctant to enter into polemics, especially 
through open letters, but I feel I owe ft to foe good time I 
spent in the company of "Mufeed Al Wahesh" to reply to foe 
recent letter of a reader violently criticising the series "End of 
a Brave Man”. It is certainly true that the series had flaws and 
was sometimes dragging on (with the advantage that missing 
an episode did not affect your understanding of the 
framework), it is also true that foe subtitling was rather poor. 
However my family and I enjoyed it very much and so did 
many of our friends, foreigners and Jordanians. 

I do not think that the second channel of Jordan Television 
(JTV) should be considered as a foreign channel expected to 
broadcast foreign programmes and movies. I rather see it as a 
Jordanian channel aiming at making us, foreigners, better 
appreciate and understand the history, foe culture and the. 
traditions of foe country and of the region. With all its 
weaknesses, foe series "End of a Brave Man” was a good and 
enjoyable opportunity to do so. It also reminded us of 
fundamental human qualities suefl as the sense oFhonourarfd' 
the respect of one’s word, things that do not characterise most 
of the currently produced Western seriesu •' ~ 

I feel sorry for those viewers for whom missing the western 
series and having to watch foe “End of a Brave Man” instead, 
resulted in such frustrations that they found, their sufferings 
comparable to a Ramadan sacrifice. But, convinced to be 
speaking for many other viewers, I would like to encourage 
JTV to pursue its efforts in broadcasting local productions, 
hoping that appropriate steps shall be taken to improve the 
quality of the subtitles. ; 

Janvier de Riedmatten, 

Amman . 


Difficult bus rides 


To the Editor: 

Commuters between Jerash and Amman are kept waiting for 
buses for more than one hour at Jerash bus stop because of the 
limited number of buses. For example, on April 2, only two 
buses ran between seven and eight o’clock a.m. It took me 
four hours to get from Jerash to Amman. Why does only a few 
buses run in a hour? The reason may be found in the fact that 
the buses leaving for Amman in very early morning do not 
return to Jerash until the seats are completely occupied at 
Amman, though there are not many passengers coming from 
Amman to Jerash in the morning. 

This situation cannot be left as it is. One way of addressing it 
is probably having passengers who use the buses from Jerash 
to Amman at rush hours pay double the fare in order to urge 
the buses to return soon after they arrive in Amman. I am not 
sure that commuters will argue on this proposal. But proposals 
to save this problem must be made. Now that summer is at the 
door, it becomes more and more difficult to line up under the 
sun for a long time. 

Hisahiko Wada, 
P.O. Box 577, 
Jerash. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended 
for raWicanon, however, should contain the writer's full name 
and preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only 
S der spedal nwmstances. Letters are 
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Open the bridge to 
Arabic papers 


To the Editor? 
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A shock therapy for Jordan’s academicians 






was 


By Mohammad Mashariqa 

The performance of Jordanian academics at the Third Arab 
Strategic Conference held recently in Amman gives rise to 
manyquestions about the role that Jordanian universities 
play h preparing politicians capable of generating ideas for 
the decision-makers and the Jordanian economy as well as 
the fiture of the coming generations. 

It iould not be shameful to confess that the academi- 
cians performance at the 'three-day conference, which was 
attended by an elite group of Egyptian politicians and 
fftinfr ys working for AJ Ahram Strategic Studies Centre, 
is rather poor. 

The, conference exposed our academics as amateurs, 

ts in a meeting dedicated to 
organised by those who advocate 
what] can be described as “ arbitrary ideology " of the 
Comnunist or the bismarkian type. 

Levelling accusations at Egyptian linkers and their 
ideas) our academicians said that the Egyptian participants' 
attitude was ore that promoted American or Israeli policies 
in tip region 

The charges surfaced particularly in the debates over the 
concept or i united Arab nation , the Arab countries 
positron vis-i-vis Iraq and Kuwait and the prospect of a 
political settlement to the Arab-lsraeli conflict. And yet an 
observer at the conference could easily perceive the 
Egyptian ptrtidpants ' scientific approach' in dealing with 
these topia not only in the presentation bat also in the 
conclusions of the discussions and about strategic options 
for the Anbs in the tight of the facts on the ground. 

In the Ight of the discussions one can say that the 
conference has proved beyond a trace of doubt the 
impotence of our academic institutions to produce an elite 
of politic! thinkers for the Kingdom. 

The impotence manifested itself particularly in the rather 
rhetoricd-emotional " approach used by the Jordanian 
academicians in contrast with arguments presented by their 
Egyptiar colleagues whose ideas rested on unbiased 


research and were characterised by objectivity. 

.Despite their bragging that they have based their ideas 
on scientific knowledge, our academics have proved 
through their debates that they have jumped to conclusions 
before conducting any study or even listening to remarks or 
comments in matters that required scrutiny and deep 
examination, especially as political and social science 
subjects 1 tolerate no absolutely established laws. 

One phenomenon worth examining here is that some 
Jordanian academicians on the podium seemed to have had 
pre-conceived self-image of a future political leader or 
minister. 

By assuming such fake pretences they seemed to have 
.toped to attract the attention of the King or the prime 
minister to their assumingjv “great pohtico-ideofogicai 
feats. ” 

Hence their performance reflected their selfishly aspired 
objectives far in excess of the conference's themes and its 
objectives. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

An obsession of assuming senior state or public positions 
is a common characteristic of Third World countries' 
academicians, but it seems it has a special importance for 
those of Jordan. In this country . academicians came into 
existence as an embodiment of the country's social tradi- 
tions or interests. Once they have been installed in their 
positions, they tend to create and bring in others of the same 
calibre who by no means work towards the fulfilment of the 
country's real needs as they assume their posts not on the 
strength of their competence or knowledge but rather on 
soda 1 traditions and considerations. 

The state followed the same pattern in creating and 
recruiting its elite who were trained in the West and also by 
the Communist Party whose cadres were selected on the 
strength of traditional rather than ideological considera- 


tions. Upon returning to the country, these groups were 
semi-educated but (Seaming of assuming political lead- 
ership or senior government positions. 

One example of this situation can be seen in the recent 
appointment of 12 university professors of political science 
and law as members of a 20-member political bureau of one 
of the Jordanian political parties which is seeking to form a 
government or take part in one. 

This development will no doubt have its own negative 
result on the level of scientific or academic research in 
Jordan’s state universities, in addition to the fact that the 
departure of academicians from universities deprives them 
of any involvement in serious scientific research. 

Needless to say that it is of the utmost importance for the 
country to give due care to scientific research in academic 
fields in order to contribute towards the development of 
society which continually faces regional and international 
political changes. 

The first step to address the situation lies in identifying 
the ills of the academic system, to be followed by" the 
creation of an opportune and healthy climate that would 
pave the wav for the emergence of truly politically-minded 
thinkers. We have to admit that the’ creation of such a 
healthy environment starts at school . then at the cultural 
institutions and then at the independent scientific research 
centres. 

This process should be backed by a suitable enriron- 
ment. coupled with the publication of scientific research 
and supported at the official level by appropriate legisla- 
tions. In order that an objective scfentinc subject can be 
successful, it should have an environment of freedom and 
intellectual pluralism. 

The University of Jordan's Centre for Strategic Studies, 
which hosted the conference had wanted it to specialise as 
an academic parley where academicians exchange ideas 
and discuss realities facing the state and the society. 

Perhaps the function could pave the way for laving the 
basis for a new and more solid tradition and would serve as 
a shock therapy treatment for the Jordanian academicians. 


While Natal bums, the surfers hit the beach 


MB Egsasmam 




By Judith Matioff 

Reuter 


DURBAN, South Africa — 
Whijit Shantytowns bum 
and rival black political fac- 


Seaside bars are packed 
with well-toned young 
whites , eyeing potential 
mates and comparing tans 
after a -vigorous battle with 
the waves. • 


tiom massacre each other ip- Mt ^ > The sound of rock and 
Souti Afnca’&.ZuIn heart- roll pulsates into, tbe.bahny 

land, the surfers 1 hit the<i Jl nights in tbe Indian Ocean 

port and commercial centre 
of Natal , where elegant 

restaurants and hotels do 
brisk business along the 
palm-Imed esplanade, and 
private swimming pools 
abound. 

“Look. It’s not that I'm 
not interested in politics 
said Patrick, a pony-tailed 
surfer assessing the waves 
from the veranda of Joe 
Kool's, a popular watering 
spot for the sand- 
worshipping trendies. “ But 
life goes on." 

The pursuit of pleasure is 
■not restricted to the young. 
In the colonial-style res- 
taurants and dubs, the elite 
gather over gins and tome 
and shellfish as their British 


waver- • * • 

The declaration of a state 
of emergency tiy President 
F.W. pc Klerk has made 
little inpact on the fives of 
Durban's young trendies, 
whose thoughts have not 
strayed from tie latest par- 
ties and dubs. 

WhSe-troops a armoured 
vehicles rumbled into the 
■embattled provnee to quell 
unrest., Durbai’s beaches 
.were packed wth the usual 
crowd of surfers and sun 
worshippers. 

Fun and sunreign on the 
gleaming beaches, where 
the pursuit of: cold beer is 
a well-developed art and 
the biggest dsuger is a sun- 
burn. 



forefathers did. 

But while they discuss 
cricket scores, monitors of 
the violence tally death tolls 
in the killing Gelds of im- 
poverished black areas just 
20 minutes, away. 

In thojscpmlid townships 
and,sl have 
becbnfe^iurifrar cm? war 
zones, terrified residents 
wonder not what dub to go 
to but whether they will 
survive the night. 

Fighting between the 
African National Congress 
and the Inkatha Freedom 
Party, rivals for the support 
of South Africa's nine mil- 
lion Zulus , has accounted 
for many of the 10,000 poli- 
tical killings over the pasr 
decade in Natal and the 
adjoining Kwazulu home- 
land. 

The violence has intensi- 
fied and spread with the 
approach of the country's 
first all-race elections on 
April 26-28 — which In- 
katha is boycotting and the 
ANC is widely expected to 
win. 

In Newlands East, on the 
edge of a neat suburb on 
Durban’s city limits , hun- 
dreds of refugees huddled 
over the meagre possessions 
they managed to bundle 
together before fleeing 
bu rning shxrj r s and gun- 
sbots. 

Even without the right- 
ing, it is a life of struggle — 
high illiteracy, open sewers, 
scant jobs , heaps of rub- 
iris b. 

V It is another world," 
said one white violence 
monitor ; downing her third 
gin and tome in an hour to 
try to forget the latest re- 
port of murdered women 



Residents and tourists aiike era- 
joy fine sunshine and the warm 


Endian Ocean on a Durban beach 
(AFP photo) 


and children. 

Sometimes, however, the 
region's turbulent politics 
encroaches on the lives of 
even the most apolitical. 

A pro-election march on 
March 25 by the ANC, 
which paralysed Durban 
and cost millions of rand 
(dollars) in lost business, 
was very much on the mind 

of a young man who like 
most people in the city cen- 
tre closed his office early for 
the day. 

Authorities fearing a con- 
frontation between the mar- 
chers and Inkatha suppor- 
ters uncoiled razor wire out- 
side bis office building. 
Policemen wielding auto- 
matic weapons stood guard 
to ensure there was no trou- 


ble. 

"It's great. I can go home 
early and watch the crick- 


et," the young man re- 
marked to a colleague in the 
lift. 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

Cod made the grass, the air and the rain; and the 
grass, the air and the rain made the Irish: and the Irish 
fumed the grass, the air and the rain back into God — 
Sean O’FaoIain, Irish author. 

To like and dislike the same things . that is indeed true 
friendship — Sallust, Roman scholar (83 B.C.-34 B.C.). 

Nearly all our disasters come from a few fools having 
the “ courage of their convictions" — Coventry Patmore . 
English poet (1823-1896). 

We are creatures of the momenr; we live from one 
little space to another; and only one interest at a time 
rills these — William Dean Howells, American author 
and editor (1837-1920). 


BOOK REVIEW 
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Henry Kissinger on the 
uses of power 

Diplomacy 

By Henry Kissinger 

Simon and Schuster; 912 pages 

It must drive Henry Kissinger crazy to be sitting on the 
sidelines while the post-cold-war world realigns itself. 
An opportunity like this hasn't come along since the 
Congress of Vienna in 1S14. when Austrian Prince 
Klemens von Metternich and his colleagues established 
a finely balanced European order that averted all-out 
war fora century. Now. at a comparable turning point in 
history, there is no latter-day Metternich to create a new 
international system. As Richard Nixon’s chief foreign- 
policy aide, Kissinger tried ro build a “structure of 
peace " by extricating the United States from Vietnam, 
opening relations with China and pursuing derenfe with 
the Soviet Union. But the effort bogged down in the 
Watergate scandal, and it wasn't until the sudden 
collapse of communism, nearly 15 years after Kissinger- 
left office, that anyone could begin to design a “ new 
world order. " Kissinger, long an admirer of Metternich, 
never got a chance' to play his role. 

Writing about it is Kissinger's next-best option. His 
new book. Diplomacy, is less a history f of the states- 
man's craft than a celebration of great men who 
practiced it single-mindedly. from Cardinal Richelieu to 
President Reagan. Like Machiavelli before him. Kissin- 
ger has a keen appreciation for the hardheaded use of 
power, to the point of admiring some traits in leaders 
who were otherwise detestable, Richelieu, who made 
France pre-eminent in the earl) 17th century, never 
allowed morality, or even the dictates of his church, to 
get in the way of raison d’6tat — coldblooded national 
interest. Generations of tyrants learned from his exam- 
ple. " Stalin was indeed a monsrer." Kissinger writes, 
“but in the conduct of international relations, he was the 
supreme realist — patient, shrewd, and implacable, the 
Richelieu of his period. " 

Kissinger takes an odd hit-or-miss approach to the 
history of diplomacy, saturating some subjects and 
skimming over others. He almost ignores the impact of 
political upheavals in the late 18th century: the French 
Revolution -is only alluded to while the American 
Revolution isn’t discussed at all. He mentions the 
Cuban missile crisis only in passing, while devoting 
reams of analysis to the Berlin crises of 1958-63. He 
defends, once again, his ( and Nixon’s) accomplishments 
in office, bur offers only oblique rebuttals to critics of his 
Indochina policy, such as William Shawcross and 
Seymour Hersh. Kissinger does not directly answer their 
charges of duplicity, for example . but he obsen'es . in 
another context, that there “is inevitably in every great 
leader an dement of guile. ” 

The former secretary’ of state describes U.S. foreign 
policy as a constant “push and pull" between ideals and 
national interests — with moralism prevailing more 
often than he would have liked. The tone for most of 
this century was set, he writes, by Woodrow Wilson, 
who wanted America to be “a beneficent global 
policeman." Eventually the policeman landed in an 
Asian quagmire. Nixon tried to put idealism aside and 
pursued national interests through babnee-of-power 
tactics, playing China against the Soviet Union. But 
Kissinger writes that it was left to Ronald Reagan, a 
sh ' low man with a few good ideas and “an extraordin- 
ary ' intuitive rapport " with the American psyche, to 
unite might with right and finish off the Soviet Union. 

As for the future. Kissinger argues that the new world 
order will look a lot like the order propounded by 
Metternich. "In the next century." he writes, “ Amer- 
ican leaders will have to articulate for their public a 
concept of the national interest and explain how that 
interest is served — in Europe and in Asia — by the 
maintenance of the balance of power. " But Kissinger 
himself points out that balance-of-power politics suc- 
ceeded in 19th-century Europe because "the Continen- 
tal countries were knit together by a sense of shared 
values. There was not only a physical equilibrium, but a 
moral one. " It will not be easy to make the turbulent 
and diverse world of the 21st century run like a 
Victorian gentlemen's club — Newsweek. 


Russell Watson 






Despite deaths, climbers flock to scale Mt. Washington 


By Chistine Gardner 
Reuter 

DURHAM, New Hamp- 
shire — Derek Tinkbam 
and Jenny Haas went 
looking or the gods and 
paid a havy price. 

Mr. Tikham, 20, froze 
to deaths bis sleeping bag 
during snazrowing climb to 
the surmit ol Mount 
Washingin in January- Mr- 
Haas , bibiking companion 
and fellsv university stu- 
dent, los two joints of the 
ring Sngr of his right hand 
to frosttte. 

They vere only two of 
dozens f casualties in re- 
cent yes as climbers flock 
to scale he highest 
the noneast, part of the 
President Range of New 


Hampshire's White Moun- 
tains. At 6,228 feet (2000 
metres) Mount Washington 
is legendary for some of the 
most tempestuous weather 
on Earth, surpassing even 
the Himalayas for extremes 
of cold and wind. 

But for intrepid climbers 
it remains an alluring, if 
perilous, proving ground. 

“Ir's not a toy just be- 
cause it's three hours from 
Boston," says Mr. Haas , 
washing dishes for the Gist 
time in two months in his 
campus apartment. His Gn- 

g rs, covered with blisters a 
w weeks ago, are still 
swollen and purplish-red. 
Most have no nails. 

Mr. Haas considers him- 
self lucky. Six weeks after 


the death of his friend Mr. 
Tmkham, two New Jersey 
men also perished in the 
Presidential Range. 

Their deaths, bringing 
the total, on Mount 
Washington, and its neigh- 
bouring peaks to 114 since 
1849, have renewed a de- 
bate about whether climb- 
ing there .should be res- 
tricted. . 

There currently are no 
rules to bar climbers in case 
of severe weather. Winter 
climbers sign in at a visitors' 
centre at the. start of a 
climb. But “they go at their 
own risk, ” said Brad Ray, a 
ranger with the U.S . Forest 
Service , which shares juris- 
diction over the mountain 
with New Hampshire offi- 
cials. 


The mountain's fierce 
weather tests the mettle of 
more than 100.000 adven- 
turers a year — about 
30,000 in winter. 

Hurricane force winds of 
75 miles (120 km) per hour 
are common any time of the 
year and 100-mile-per-hour 
'(160 kph) gusts are. weekly 
Occurrences in winter, said 
Guy Gosselin, director of 
the Mount Washington 
Observatory, which moni- 
tors weather conditions at 
the summit. - 

The most ferocious winds 
on Earth — 231 miles (370 
km) per hour — were re- 
corded on the summit on 
April 12. 1934. The record 
low temperature, on the 
summit of minus 47 degrees 


was recorded in January of 
the same year. 

The night of Mr. Tink- 
ham’s death , temperatures 
plummeted to minus 42 de- 
grees and winds were mea- 
sured at up to 100 miles 
(160 km) per hour. Mr. 
Haas said the wind "literal- 
ly sent the two of us spin- 
ning. " 

Three rescuers working 
to save the New Jersey vic- 
tims also were whisked off 
the ground last month by 
winds of 125 miles (200 km) 
per hour. One rescuer’s 
eyelids froze shut. 

* Daily weather and ava- 
lanch conditions are posted 
and available by phone 
from the observatoiy. But 
no matter how severe the 
conditions, climbers are 


free to proceed. 

"I might remind you. the 
(New Hampshire) state 
motto is ‘five free or die.'" 
Mr. Gosselin said. He and 
other representatives of res- 
cue and mountaineering 
groups oppose, any restric- 
tions on climbers. 

"Should there be restric- 
tions? A bsolutely not. " said 
Bill Aughron. search 3nd 
rescue coordinator for the 
Appalachian Mountain 
Club at Mount Washington. 
“There would be a revolt in 
the north country. It would 
be appalling." 

Opponents of restrictions 
say the fatalities are few 
compared to the thousands 
who succeed in the trek. 
Mountaineering and out- 
doors organisations say 


most 

the 


people 
dansero , 


who take on 
Ian serous climb are 


equipped to do so. 

" It s just a few people 
who go up there and ignore 
the weather and ignore the 
risks," Mr. Wilcox said. 

In the case of Mr. Tink- 
ham and Mr. Haas. Mr. 
Aughton said. " the weather 
was forecast a week before. 
It was worse than Everest. 
But there were lots of 
opportunities to turn 
back... You had a couple of 
young men who thought 
they were invincible." 

Other experts say restric- 
tive rules could deprive able 
climbers from tackling the 
mountains. 

“ This is an excellent 
trainine around... Sadlv. 


there are some people who 
are not a match for the 
severe conditions. But 
many are.*' said Peter 
Crone, observatory prog- 
ramme director. 

"It would be a shame to 
see mount Washington res- 
tricted. It's the last' thing Td 
want." Mr. Haas said' de- 
spite his own harrowing ex- 
perience. 

Legend has it that the 
gods live in the mountains, 
and for Mr. Haas dimbina 
is a spiritual experience. 
"What I see up in the 
mountains... is eternity, a 
sense of hisfojy. " he says. 
“They are beings, the 
mountains. They’re im- 
mense creations rbat you've 
got to respect." 
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Until proven innocent 


chip talk 


By Jean-Claude EUas 

At the risk of being un-democratic, I dare say that for 
we all computer software is guilty until proven innocent. 
This includes programmes designed and distributed by 
major software companies. 

Packages (the common name for a ready-made 
programme) are usually introduced to the market with 
promotion campaigns impressive enough to make you . 
believe they are more than perfect, should be consi- 
dered as sacred objects and represent the ultimate 


product in the genre. How many such packages have 
been launched this way only to be rejected a few months 
later by the majority of the users? 

The list of such “failures” will fill all of the eight 
columns of this page. Since 1983, numerous program- 
mes have been announced as the “future standard ” in 
computing but never fulfilled their designers claim to 
fame. Basic ethics prevent us from explicitlv naming 
here any of these famous cases. 

Spreadsheets, word processors, integrated software, 
Arabisation systems and even operating systems on 
which major companies spent millions of dollars in 
research and development never made it to the top in 
the best case or simply disappeared after a few months 
of existence, in the worst. 


Most events are difficult to predict. The weather 
forecast is a perfect example or inaccuracy. Wars are 
even a better example — they always start when we do 
not expect them, m spite of all the so-called political 
analysis. Commercial products are normally preceded 
by a good market study aimed at m aximisin g their 
chances of success. A computer programme, though 
subject to such a study , remains a most hazardous 
venture for its designers. 

Not to mention software sometimes officially released 
to the world by its originators and that still includes 
“ bugs ”, or programming errors. There are several 
famous such cases in the short history of modem 
computing. 


At least three operating systems for personal compu- 
ters (PC) were designed in view of stealing the crown of 
the famous MS-DOS (Microsoft Disk Operating System). 
None succeeded. Technically speaking , some were 
superior to MS-DOS in terms of features and power. 
The users however decided against them, probably 
preferring a product they got used to and that they find 
more friendly though less powerful. 

Among the tens of excellent word processing, spread- 
sheets and data base programmes , only a few (less than 
ten , certainly) have become standards, by which ail 
others are measured. We know that the users take into 
consideration a certain number of parametres when 
evaluating software: Power, user-friendliness, number 
of features, presentation, speed of execution, quality of 
the displays, price, disk space occupancy, etc... Alas, 
even a programme that positively covers all these points 
is not sure to become a winner. The last and most 
elusive parametre cannot be controlled — the users' 
whim. 

After having seen, since the early eighties, numerous 
packages take a .sharp dip just after their launch. I 
made it a rule never to judge positively a piece of 
software, however, brilliant it is at first sight, before it 
has been around for a couple of years; and never to 
accept a package as a “standard” before it really proved 
to be one, which usually takes three to five years. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 

The first turtles on earth lived more than 185 million 
years ago. 

The whale's spout can shoot 20 feet in the air and be 
seen from a mile away. 

During World War D, a special army unit began 
training bats to carry bombs into cracks and crevices 
of enemy buildings. The war ended before the 
project was ever put into operation. 

A mole can dig underground as fast as it can walk 
above ground. 

A typical heavy London fog contains 820,000 dust 
particles to the cubic inch. 
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LET’S LEARN ARABIC 


Happy dreams. 
Poor fellow! 
Beautiful moon. 
Red rose. 

Good news. 

New car. 

A wkward situation. 
Delicious food. 
Overwhelming joy. 
Fixed price. 
Amusing story. 

A stale joke. 
Exciting play. 
Gifted girl. 
Alarming dock. 
Strong love. 

Warm kiss. 

Love street. 


Ablam sa’eeda. 
Shakhs miskeen. 
Kamarjamed . 
Warda bamra. 
Akbbar tayyeba. 
Sayyarajadkku 
Mawkif mohrij. 
Ta’amlariz. 
Farahghamir. 
Thaman mohaddad. 
Kissa musatiya. 
Nokta baykha. 
Masrahiya mutheera. 
Fatat mawhooba. 
Sa 9 a munabbeb. 
Hobb shadeed. 
Koblada’fe'a. 
Share’ el gharam. 
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COOKING IS' FUN 


MINESTRONE 


Ingredients: 


1 cup dried beans or peas (soaked overnight) 

8 medium carrots. 

4 potatoes 
8 celery stalks 
V* white cabbage 

2 onions 

1 garlic clove 

1 small bunch parsley 

2 tablespoons olive oil 
4 quarts water 

salt and pepper to taste. 

Wash vegetables and cut up very fine. Stem parsley 
and mince together with the garlic. Put all the ingre- 
dients into the kettle. AdcTboiling water and seasonings 
and simmer from 2 to 4 hours. 

Yield: 6-8 servings. 


LAUGHTER 

“Darling.” Jean greeted her husband Jack, “I’ve 
something to confess to you. “ 

“ Nothing serious I hope,” answered Jack. 

“Since you’re so cool, calm, and collected. I'll tell 
you before dinner.” 

“Out with it,” said Jack getting a bit uneasy. 
“Promise me you won 't get angry. ” 

“I promise. ” 

“You won't lose your temper?” 

“No!” 

“I had a little mishap with the new car.” 


“Is that all?” 

“I flooded the engine and it won't start.” 

“That’s nor so terrible. I'll call the auto club. By the 
way. where did you flood the engine?” 

“At the bottom of Falcon Lake. ” 

B TEACHER: What are the most important institu- 
tions left by Ramses of Egypt? 

PUPIL: Ramses Cinema, sir. 
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B OFFICER: I think you overran the buffalo on the 
road, didn't you? 

DRIVER: Ob, my God! Do you suppose I’ve done 
that in the fold? 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

Choose the correct answer 

1. When your eyes dances, you are 

— sad — excited — content— angry — - unhappy 

2. If you bit someone with your fist, you 

— slap him — smack him — tap him — rap him 

— punch Him 

3. Your instep is part of your 

— hand — leg — arm — foot — body 

4. Which sound do you not make with your feet 

— scraping — clanking — shuffling — tramping 

— pattering 

5. Instead of saying, THE DOG ATTACKED HIM, 
you could say 

— The dog went away with him. 

— The dog went back with him. 

— The dog went in for him. 

— The dog went for him. 

— The dog went to him. 

6. Sole, trout, brill , bream are all 

— /Towers — parts of the body — fish — colours 

— insects 

1. Slum — Plum 2. Ample — Apple 3. Peat-Pear 
4. Grange — Grange 5. Current — Currant 6. Perch 

— Peach 7. Samson — Damson 8. Grade — Crape. 


PUZZLES 

(A) FRUITFUL CHANGES 

Change one letter only in each of the following 
defined below to make the name of a fruit in each 
case: 

1. Mean neighbourhood. 

2. Sufficient. 

3. Fuel. 

4. Farmhouse. 

5. Stream. 

6. Fish. 

7. Strong man. 

8. Degree. 



(B) FIND THE MISSING NUMBER 


| 


The greatest love 
story ever told 


By E. Yaghi 

Fools rush in where angels fear to tread — 

Alexander Pope 

Eyeryone said that they were meant for each other. She, 
Sbha, not only had a teaching degree, bur also a job 
offer to work in a rich oil country. He, Mazen , it was 


flocked to the ceremony and as the charming coup/e sat 
encircled by the group of “ oohing ” and “aahing” 
admiring females, voices whispered amongst the din of 
song and dance, “ isn’t she lovely!” or “isn’t he 
handsome!” The lovely bride and handsome 
bridegroom were whisked away not on a white horse, 
but a silver jet first to an oil rich capital and then by 
donkey cart to an isolated village where Soha began to 
instruct barefoot children feci on dates while her 
devoted husband spent most of the day searching for 
himself and pondering about his future whenever he 
wasn’t looking in the mirror admiring his reflection. 

She could never admit that her husband was a good 
for nothing and that without her he was just a bum, so 
she toiled and slaved and bore him many children and at 
the same time scrimped and saved for that rainy day or 
the dream house that her money would have to build. 
Sometimes, good old Mazen would drive a taxi for extra 
wages, but only when he felt he needed some extra 
pocket money. Moreover, he tended to spend his time 
at home or at a local coffee bouse until his overworked 
wife trudged home to cook dinner for him and his 
growing brood of. children. Nevertheless, Soha found 
happiness in her work, her children and seldom com- 
plained about her lazy husband because he treated her 
well enough, not that she ever had the time to just ask 
herself “why?” or stopped to think that he needed her 
of course for she was the sole wage earner in the’ family. 

Twenty-five years passed away from their lives and at 
last one day, Soha confronted her husband with, 
“Mazen. I’m tired. Let’s so home and build our house. I 
have a pension that mil help support us and we can also 
rent a floor or two for added income 

He sat sprawled out on a mattress on the floor 
propped up on two silk pillows. He looked at her. There 
were wrinkles cutting creases in her face and shocks of 
white and gray hair sprouting up on her head. She had 
gained that middle aged spread and she looked so much 
older. He. on the other hand, he decided, had fared 
much better. Many girls still considered him attractive 
and young. He had always kept in shape by jogging and 
working out whenever he wasn’t sleeping or passing 
time at the coffee house. So he answered her: “Yes, Fm 
tired of being away from home too. I think we can 
manage without your handsome income. Though the 
kids are getting bigger, I don’t think they’ll have much 
trouble adjusting to life in Jordan.” 

Soha and her husband built a three storey house and 
with materia] satisfaction settled down to spend their 
autumn years in peace ah<T comfort An ample supple- 
ment was procured from renting the two lower floors 
and Soha’s pension provided an additional bonus. A few 
months after moving into their new home, Soha decided 
she must attend to a nagging physical ailment that she 


neglected while she taught outside the country. Ater 
many tests were performed and consultations of senna/ 
doctors gained, one dav, Soha returned home at the 
beginning of spring. The fields boasted long green vjld 
grass interwoven with bright yellow flowers and theair 
tasted sweet. The sun shone not with contempt but wth 
gentleness promising wanner days. Trees were compg 
alive with growing buds and violets abounded on ccm'int 
walls. i 

Everything screamed new life and spring but to Sdfra 
who almost shouted as she walked towards her hone, 
“why, why is the sun still shining when all my vvori*} is 
dark and dismal?” i 

She picked some wild yellow flowers and then crushed 
them in her band, threw them on the mound and 
stomped on them. She wanted to ftgftr, that in viable 
enemy that was robbing her of her life just wben\she 
deserved to enjoy it most. But people would take her for 
a mad woman so she stumbled home. When she opened 
her front door on the third floor, her house still smeL'ed 
like paint and everything looked as new a\ it was. Her 
eyes swept over the living room, over\the shining 


furniture, the plush curtains , the thick carpd:, the luxury 
television set, the largest she could find, and on the 
VCR' so her children could watch movies in case nothing 
interesting appeared on TV. One of bei\daughters 
looked surprised and said: “Mom. is everything all 
right? What’s the matter? Your face is sored!” 

A few months later, the disease that Soha hid ignored 
gained strength and each day brought a weaker and wAker patient 
until at last death stalked in every comer of hr room, 
waiting for that victorious moment. On the nijht other 
death , where was that devoted husband of hen? Was he 
mourning the woman who bad faithfully servedhim and 
built a house she would never live to enjoy? Was he 
comforting his children and preparing them for the 
impending loss of their mother? Indeed not! He was out 
with some relatives asking for the hand of a youig bride 
for himself! He had an allourwedding not too ioig after 
his wife’s funeral but not too many women pelted 
“oohs” and “ aaahs ” or said, “don’t they mice a 


Mazen got them out of the bouse so she could enjri the 
modem conveniences poor Soha had struggled f&- all 
her adult fife. The children were placed in a small lark 
dungeon-like room in the basement where they river 
see the sun or feel the embrace of a caring womai or 
bask in her love or smiles. \ 

But Mazen is certainly happy. After all, he's marred 
again to a girl young enough to be his daughter and his 
makes him feel young too. He’s done away with tbrie 
wrinkles and gray hair of Soha and replaced them wth 
eternal youth. Will he let his bride work? Why not? 
He’ll be sure to keep physically fit_ and habit the Iocd 
coffee bouse where he'll --spend many joyful houft 
playing cards . Does be wony'about lus children anl 
regret keeping them in the basement? His mind doesnk 
really have room for such oons/deratfonsi for he's too 
busy bragging about his marriage and bis newborn sin 
from his second wife proving that he's nht old at dl. 
Does he have another perfect marriage?\You bet (he 
does! L 


About the urban domain 


By Samer Chalet Bagaeen 

The retrained professional, whether architect, planner 
or urban_dcsigner,_is the_requisite_generalist_capable of 
solving interdisciplinary urban problems that affect all 
three disciplines at once. We can refer to this generalist 
using the word “habited” (from the word habitat). The 
intention here is not to create a new profession, but 
simply to make the concept of the reeducated profes- 
sional easier to communicate. 

One important feature of this “habitect” is the ability 
to work with, and within, the community that he/she 
serves. Such a process would normally take place as pan 
of an overall mechanism whereby the process through 
which decisions regarding our urban environment are taken is 
decentralised. The contention here is that users . ciry and 
road users, should become actively involved in the 
decision making processes in our cities. Here in Jordan . 
we have now developed a sufficient “ catalogue ” of 
building types, road networks and city layouts to help 
steer us in the future such that the mistakes of the past 
are not repeated. 

However, the pan of the establishment responsible 
for this catalogue, the local municipalities . lack of tools 
to monitor all various facets of this catalogue ; like the 
relationships between buildings and roads, between one 
road and another, between roads and vehicles and 
vehicles and people. This is where the critical input of 


people , the users, becomes not only inbortant put 
necessary. I ' 

The time is now right for us to pause anonot attempt 
to make the existing road, networks any bigger. Our 
attention should instead focus on making iwar we have 
better. We do that through a process of “me tuning”. 
We can start by preparing a list of criteria ajainst which 
the “catalogue” can be assessed. Who sho\ld prepare 
this fist is one other important aspect of flat process. 
One possible scenario features a step by srei process of 
classifying options; an information service nkwork into 
which road-users and city-users can plug in^with their 
inputs on what they perceive to be viable solutions to 
problematic locations on our roads and efficiencies 
within our cities. This information network ou/d take 
the form of semi-autonomous local organisai ms which 
process and convey the users’ input to the ir i nicipality 
concerned. Community based organisations an be set 
up to perform such a task. 

Our roads have to be adapted to fit ourparticular 
needs. This should be our end goal. The meariby which 
we meet those goals have to be put forward an debated 
in public before a consensus can be attained, educating 
both the public and the officials in municipaities and 
urging them to be respectful of. and responsive to each 
other’s points of view remains an integral part of the 
process as we edge closer to the reality of the reponsive 
environment. j 


lot attempt 


nicipality 
an be set 


The scorpion and the spider: 

A fairy tale 


By Cecil Hourana 

At the beginning of time, a long, long while ago , all 
creatures of God lived in peace and harmony with one 
another. The bees made honey bnt did not sting; the 
serpents’ tongues kissed but did not poison; the cats 
played with Xhe mice but did not eat them ; the lions 
roared but only with delight; and the scorpions and the 
spiders danced together on the sand. Everything was 
beautiful in the garden, and the first man — or perhaps 
it was the first wotpan — called it Paradise. 

Then one day a Djinn came into the garden and cast a 
magic spell over all who lived in it. Suddenly the bees 
started to sting everyone who tried to eat their honey; 
the snakes’ kiss turned into a poisoned bite ; the cats 
chased the mice and ate them; the lions roared and 
killed their prey; the scorpions stung the spiders . and 
the spiders caught tbem in their webs and ate them bit 
by bit, and man and woman beat each other up. . 

After thousands of years had passed, three holy men 
with long beards entered the garden through a hidden 
gate, and said with one voice “the magic spell will be 
broken by whoever speaks one word and believes in it” 
— and the word was PEACE . 

The scorpions and the spiders heard the message but 
were afraid to speak the word. Then one day a wise owl 


came down from a tall tree and told them just w once 
and speak the word and see what happenL The 
scorpions said it was a trick and called the owl araitor; 
and the spiders went on spinning their webs. 1 

After many more years the scorpions disco verd that 
their sting was losing its power , and the spider) webs 
were no longer catching the insects and flies oiwhich 
they fed. So the king of the scorpions said to the \ing of 
the spiders “let's try what the old owl told us { do.” 
And the king of the spiders replied “alright, fet| Gy it 
once, but if nothing happens we will still be entries.” 

All the insects and the flies and the animals n the 
garden gathered, together to see what would hppen 
wfiei l fjje scorpions and the spiders spoke themaaic 
word. The king of the beetles stood between thet. and 
made the king of the scorpions and the king If the 
spiders touch each other and say “PEACE”. 


As soon as that happened everything changei The 
scoipions and the spiders started to kiss one aAther, 
and all\ the creatures in the garden began to dani with 
joy. The king of the scorpions decided to mary the 
queen of the spiders. After nine months twin efidren 
were torn to them: one was an ugly boy , the ober a 
beautiful girl whom they called Harb and SalaaA and 
they all lived unhappily together ever afterwafy. 
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Australian film industry plays 
David to Hollywood’s Goliath 


By Peter James Spiehnann 
The Associated Press 


SYDNEY — Try to im- 
agine visiting Paris and 
being unable to find a 
French film showing in a 
local theatre, or an Italian. 
Sim in Rome, or an Amer- 
ican film in New York or 
Los Angeles . Unthinkable. 

But weeks, even months 
have gone by when it's been 
impossible to find a theatre 
showing an Australian 
movie in Sydney, the na- 
tion's biggest city . It is a 
sign of the David-and- 
Goliath struggle that local 
filmmakers wage against 
Hollywood even in their 
homeland. 

A film buff could see the 
latest U.S. releases (Schind- 
ler's List, Flesh And Bone) 
and films from Britain , 
Spain, China, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan , France. Mexico, 
Italy, even Chile and Fin- 
land. 

But you have to look 
hard to find an Australian 
film — quite a surprise in 
the country that produced 
the world’s first full-length 
feature in 1906, the Story 
Of The Kelly Gang . and 
regularly releases films that 
win critical acclaim. 

Yet the locai/film indus- 
try battles on, 1 releasing 24 
features last year against 
more than 200 churned out 
by the United States. Few 
of them played more than a 
couple of weeks, and few 
were on more than one or 


two screens in any Austra- 
lian city. The multiscreen 
theatres in the suburban 
malls and downtown are 
almost exclusively devoted 
to Hollywood productions. 

Now and then a film 
breaks through to interna- 
tional success , such as last 
year's Strictly Ballroom, 
and the Mad Max and Cro- 
codile Dundee films of the 
1980s. 

Crocodile Dundee, for 
example, grossed $174 mil- 
lion at the box office in the 
United States alone in 1986; 
the 1988 sequel pulled in 
$ 109 million in America, 
the only Australian films to 
break the golden $100 
million-plus mark. 

■ Australians aren’t used to 
big hits. Strictly Ballroom, 
the last international suc- 
cess story, grossed $ 6.5 mil- 
lion in the United States, 
and S 14 million in Austra- 
lia. That’s about how much 
a popular American film 
would gross over a three- 
day holiday weekend. 

A more typical Austra- 
lian success story was Proof, 
a 1990 film with a budget of 
just $ 720,000 that grossed 
$1.3 million in Australia 
and $900,000 inteznational- 

iy- 

“ It did good business for 

a film of that size It’s not 

Jurassic Park, ” conceded 
Jock Given, policy advisor 
for the Australian Film 


Commission, which pro- 
vides funds for small-budget 
and experimental films , and 
films by new directors. 

To be a smash hit. a 
movie has to play on 1,000 
to 2,000 screens worldwide. 
When Strictly Ballroom was 
released, only 40 prints 
were sent to theatres; when 
it became obvious that the 
film was more successful 
than anticipated , another 
160 prints were made. 

Miramax, the distributor 
of The Piano, a film set in 
New Zealand and jointly 
funded by France, New 
Zealand and Australia, is 
rushing 200 new prints to 
American theatres to capi- 
talise on the movie’s eight 
Academy Award nomina- 
tions, including Best Pic- 
ture, director ( New Zealan- 
der Jane Campion), actress 
(Holly Hunter), and sup- 
porting actress for 11-year- 
old Anna Paquin of New 
Zealand. 

The Piano has earned 
more than $20 million. 

But Australian and New 
Zealand filmmakers con- 
cede they are swimming 
against the tide , which flows 
from Hollywood. 

“ The grim fact is that out 
of every 100 bucks spent at 
the box office in Australia, 
$94 or S 95 go back to Los 
Angeles,” said Phillip 
Adams, a critic and col- 
umnist who helped revive 
the moribuned film industry 
in the early 1970s by urging 
the government to actively 


support Australian films. 

Indeed, Hollywood has 
made a bundle out of Au- 
stralia. Since 1958, 348 films 
have earned more than $1 
million in Australia. 
Twenty-three were Austra- 
lian, earning a total of $65.4 
million ; but 325 American 
films earned $557.9 million , 
according to figures com- 
piled by the Motion Picture 
Distributors Association of 
Australia. 

“We will never be a rival 
to Hollywood, but I'm very 
proud of what we have 
achieved and I think we will 
continue to grow at the 
same rate,” said John Mor- 
ris, chief execudve of the 
Australian Film Finance 
Corp.. which partly funds 
feature films. 

“We make a very big 
dent, considering the fact 
that we are a very small 
country, interested in mak- 
ing films that we’re in- 
terested in — the only good 
films that are ever made are 
those that arise out of a 
country’s organic culture.” 

Australian cinema has 
come a long way in the last 
few decides. From the 
1930s until about 1970, the 
local film industry was just 
about dead . crushed by 
Hollywood and British stu- 
dios and their distributors. 

“Up until the late 1960s, 
no Australian heard an Au- 
stralian accent on the 
screen,” Adams recalls. 
When the local film indus- 
try was revived in the early 



JIM Gibson In a 


1970s , “it was extraordinary 
— we had to teach Austra- 
lian actors their accent.” 

The Australian govern- 
ment in 1969 decided to 
revive the film industry with 
direct grants for promising 
projects . and from 1972-78 
every state established film 
corporations to promote 
local productions. The Au- 
stralian Film and Television 
School opened in 1973 to 
train a new generation. 

In 1981, the government 
gave the film industry new 


from Mad Max 

encouragement by adopting 
a tax law that gave breaks to 
investors in Australian 
films. 

An explosion of pent-up 
creative energy burst forth, 
with new directors making 
enduring reputations: 

— Bruce Beresford 
directed Puberty Blues and 
Breaker Morant. 

— George Miller directed 
Mad Max, The Road War- 
rior, Mad Max Beyond 
Thunderdome and The 
Man From Snowy River. 


— Peter Weir filmed Pic- 
nic At Hanging Rock. Gal- 
lipoli and The Year Of Liv- 
ing Dangerously. 

— Fred Schepisi directed 
The Chant Of Jimmie 
Blacksmith. 

— Gillian Armstrong 
directed My Brilliant 
Career. 

“We're nor doing too bad 
as niche filmmakers,” 
Adams said. 

But clearly the industry- 
leaders want to break our of 


the Australian pigeonhole 
and penetrate the interna- 
tional market more effec- 
tively. 

“it is our industry's chal- 
lenge. I think, to learn to 
present our ideas and our 
perceptions in a way that 
makes them as readily 
touching, funny, recognis- 
able and understandable to 
foreign audiences as they 
are to Australian audi- 
ences.” said Christopher 
Lovell, chairman of the Au- 
stralian Film Finance Corp. 


Investors willing to bet on success of Paul Hogan’s western flick 



Paul Hogan fin 


SYDNEY (AP) — Paul Hogan knows that Australians 
love to gamble, so when be needed financing for bis 
newest film, Lightning Jack, be let the little guy in on the 
act ion by selling stock in it at a dollar a share. 

.* Hogan already is ahead on bis gamble; the new 
hompany. Lightning Jack Film Trust, raised $25 million 
late last year and was oversubscribed. 

Since then, the price per share on the Australian Stock 
Exchange has nearly doubled to $1.90. 

u Woolwortbs (food and department stores) is prob- 
ably a nice steady investment, but I suspect Lightning 
Jack is a little more exciting, ” Hogan said when the stock 
was Boated. 

Hogan turned to this unprecedented method of financ- 
ing a film to maximise bis potential profits, and to retain 
financial and artistic control, said Tim Crommdin at 
Morgan Stockbroking Ltd. in Brisbane , which managed 
the stock market Boat. 

Since Hogan and bis shareholders have taken the 
financial risk, lie will be able to cot better deals for 
distribution without giving the studios a large share of 
the profits in exchange for financing. 

Morgan Stockbroking is confident that if Lightning 
Jack opens to a critical and public acclaim, shareholders 
will be paid their first dividends Just a few months later. 
Future dividends would be paid out of earnings from 
video rentals and other secondary earnings. 

The shares become worthless after seven years , but 
still should be profitable to buy because of the dividends 
and tax breaks the government offers to investors in the 
arts. 


“I hope it works » because a lot of moms and dads who 
had faith in Paul Hogan put their money into it,” said 
John Morris, chief executive of the Australian Film 
Finance Corp., the usual source of funds for feature 
films. 

Shareholders mil be able to sell their shares any time 
during the planned seven-year life of the company, which 
is pubfidy listed on the Australian Stock Exchange. 
However, the value of the shares will probably decline 
rapidly alter the first few years and will be worth nothing 
when the trust dissolves in the year 2000. 

Investors also get a hefty tax deduction, part of 
Australian government policy to encourage investment in 
the film industry. An investor who bought a share tor $1 
last year could have deducted 45 cents of bis 1993 taxes 
and another 45 cents on the 1994 taxes. 

Lightning Jack is a return to familiar form for Hogan 
after bis last film. Almost An Angel , bombed at the box 
office. Hogan basically is playing Crocodile Dundee on a 
horse in Che character of Jack Kane, an Australian who 
goes to the American west to make a reputation robbing 
banks. 

Simon Wincer directed , coming off his Free Willy 
success, and capitalising on bis past western experience 
as director of the blockbuster miniseries Lonesome Dove. 

Film industry insiders gave Lightning Jack a nod as 
one of the Australian films likely to be a big success t hi s 
year, despite the generally unfavourable reviews it 
received when it opened on March 11 in U.S. theatres. 

Other films that could become this year's Strictly 
Ballroom (last year’s Australian phenomenon) include: 


— Sirens, with Sam NeiU portraying Norman Lindsay. 
a painter of robust, lusty nudes and author of sexually 
frank novels, who scandalised strait-laced Australia from 
the 1920s through the 1940s. 

— The Sum Of Us, based on David Stevens’ comic 
stageplay, about a father’s love and acceptance of his 
son, who is homosexual. Jack Thompson, who won the 
supporting actor prize at the Cannes Film Festival for his 
role as the lawyer in Breaker Morant, plays the lather. 
Russell Crowe . last seen as a neo-Nazi in Romper 
Stomper, portrays the loving son. 

— Country’ Life, a romantic comedy starring Sam 
Neill and Greta Scaccbi, based on an Anton Chekov play. 
Set in tbe outback in 1919, it deals with a young 
Englishwoman who comes to live on a country estate, 
where her beauty disrupts the household. 

Contenders for success on the art bouse and cult film 
circuit are: 

— That Eye The Sky, directed by Fred Schepisi and 
starring Peter Coyote. A film that blurs the Hue between 
reality and tbe supernatural, involving a farm family 
that falls apart when the father is injured critically in an 
automobile accident. A mysterious stranger arrives to 
offer the family help and salvation , but deserts them in 
their hour of need. It is adapted from tbe Tim Winton 
novel of the same title. 

— Bad Boy Bubby, a strange tale about a young man 
who has to adapt to the world after being locked in the 
house for 30 years by his mother. It w on the Jury Prize at 
the Venice Him Festival in 1993 for director Rolf De 
Heer. 


Fine materials and brilliant colours 

German 1994 fashion highly popular 
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ankfurt/main — I f 
rman fashion in winter 
3/94 very often reminds 
! of the Winter Olympics 
Lillebammer, classical 
trance and outstanding 
\Hty are the essential fea - 
K of German ■ fashion in 
■ing/summer 1994, 
ordmg to the German 
hion Institute in Frank- 
t/Main. Wild leaps m 
line are-tabooed, howev- 
ilongside slim silhouettes 
aging skirts, casual blaz- 
ann pants in all vans- 
is — often with elements 
uial clothing ~~ rule the 
ne. Glitter effects and 
irl embroidery on 
uses, pullovers and day 
I evening dresses are also 
mar. 


uiant colours are “in 
lue contrasted effec- 
with refined black, 
the green spectrum 
s from bottle-green to 
reen and fir and re- 
t of forests, paries, 
'ows and undisturbed 
v. Brick-red on the 
band — often mixed 
cream and green . 
rs suntanned skin and 
ines well vnth black 
vhite. 


The wearer determines 
the length of tbe hem her- 
self, but long, split skirts 
dominate. The main thing is 
that the materials are fine. 
Natural fibres are very 
much called for: Cotton, 
velvet and silk, crepe , de- 
que and ingenious Jac- 
quards, “ cool wool ” qual- 
ities, cashmere , flowing 
French muslin, brocade ana 
silk materials for the even- 
ing, and of course also vis- 
cose and material mix. 

There was also much ap- 
plause, at tbe Collections 
Premieres in Dusseldorf (in 
February 1994) — an 
offshoot of IGEDO, the 
largest fashion fair in the 
world — for jeans and 
leatberwear ; casual knit- 
wear fashions and for 
“ waste disposal-free do-’ 
thing 1 ': Low-pollutant and 
coloured with, plant juices , 
they are being offered by 
more and more designers in 
highly-modem collections, 
as presented by Ktaui Sted- 
mann , the hugest German 
and European manufactur- 
er of outerwear, in 1992. 

“ Fashion needs surprises 
and. despite all the classic, 
also a touch of nonsense, ” 


said Karl Lagerfeld, the in- 
ternational designer from 
Hamburg who lives and 
works in Paris , in an inter- 
view. That also applies to 
men ' 's fashion in 1994 where 
materials with a “soft” look 
(fresco, tropical, gabardine, 
panama, wool, cotton, tus- 
sah- and wild silk, materials 
in Anglo-American style) 
set new accents. Thus also 
casual and flowing materials 
which earlier were reserved 
only for women are up-to- 
date for men. The suits are 
again somewhat ** slimmer ”, 
and he trousers, • too — 
with reduced pleats or none 
at aB — are “ dose to tbe 
body.” 

The German 


outerwear 


lustry 

100,000 employees and a 
turnover or about DM 20 
billion a year — of which 
.exports have a substantial 
share — has won friends 
around the world. It is seen 
internationally as creative 
hp especially in women’s 
fashions — and is associated 
with wearable elegance, 
masterly lines, first-dass 
finishing and, not least, reli-. 
able delivery — Inter 
Nationes. 



German w inter sport fashions: A reminder 
of the Winter Olympic Games in Norway in 
February 1994. 


Japan ’s Sbonen Knife on 
cutting edge of heavy metal 


By Julie Sanchez 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — Like any 
exporter, Shonen Knife of 
Japan studied styles and 
trends in target foreign mar- 
kets before shipping its 
newest product: An album 
that combines heavy metal 
and punk music. 

Naoko Yamano, the lead 
singer and guitarist of the 
all- woman trio, told Reu- 
ters in a recent tdephone 
interview from her home in 
Osaka that such American 
bands as tbe Ramones, 
Me tallica, the Supremes 
and the Ronncttcs influ- 
enced Shonen Knife. 

The band, which just re- 
leased its new CD, Rock 
Animals, in the United 
States on Virgin Records, is 
getting ready for an April 
tour of America and 
Canada. 

The trio, which also in- 
cludes bassist Michie Naka- 
tani and drummer Atsuko 
Yamano — Naoko's sister 
— last toured here in De- 
cember 1993 with the 
Breeders and Nirvana. 

Shonen Knife takes its 
name from a popular brand 
of Japanese pocket knife. 

The band formerly 
sported colourful space- 
aged mini-dresses. Now it 


reflects the resurgence of 
the American ‘70s style with 
miniskirts, vests arid go-go 
boots. 

Commenting on the re- 
cent near fatal overdose in 
Italy of Nin’ana 's lead sin- 
ger and guitarist Kurt Co- 
bain, who frequently travels 
with his wife Courtney Love 
of the punk rock barid Hole 
and their baby Frances 
Bean, Nakatani said: 

“He is a gentleman. He 
was a nice father, a nice 
daddy... Holding the baby 
and * taking care of her ... 
Usually, good people know 
the pain of others. ” 

One of tbe few Japanese 
bands to shoot for rock- 
’n’roll success in the United 
States, Sbonen Knife has 
just finished a video of the 
song Tomato Head in which 
the band members portray 
inspectors at a tomato juice 
plant. 

“On tour, I don't drink , " 
Naoko Yamano said 
adding, ’‘w-hen Shonen 
Knife toured most every 
night we had parties. I 
usually drink tomato juice 
because I was worried ab- 
out my health condition.” 

Nalcatani added, “we are 
not party animals but we 
.like to have fun.” 

Naoko Yamano said she 
had written the Ivrics after 


envisioning a “man with a 
tomato head. The head is a 
tomato and, the body, he's 
wearing a nice suit. I 
thought its a heavy metal 
feeling. ” 

Brown Mushrooms, a cut 
from their new record, was 
composed after dinner at an 
Itahan restaurant in Man- 
hattan. 

“At the restaurant they 
served very big huge brown 
mushrooms. / thought 
mushrooms have other 
meanings. The atomic 
bomb cloud looks like a 
mushroom so I wanted to 
write about mushrooms,” 
Naoko Yamano said. 

The distinctly heavy met- 
al song, Cobra Versus Mon- 
goose describes a live 
attraction at a market in 
Osaka where a cobra is 
matched against a mon- 
goose. and announces: “ Big 
fight, we can't wait 
forever. ” 

Naoko Yamano said, 
“ people shouldn ' t use anim- 
als as an attraction.” 

Nakatani, who is also a 
songwriter, said the song 
Butterfly Boy featuring 
Thurston Moore from the 
New York band Sonic 
Youth on rhythm guitar, is 
about reincarnation but has 
several meanings. 



Health S- Medicine 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, APRIL 14-15, 1994 



Scientists report first proof AIDS causes cancer 
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By Richard Cole 

The Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Re- 
searchers have found that 
the AIDS virus directly 
causes cancer, and the dis- 
covery offers a possibility of 
better treatment for cancer 
and AIDS. It also raises 
doubts about the safety of 
some new forms of gene 
therapy. 

The results could lead to 
safer wavs to treat certain 
forms of cancer in AIDS 
\ictims. said the study's au- 
thors. University of Califor- 
nia at San Francisco Drs. 
Michael. McGrath and 
Bruce ■ Shiramizu. 


"This is the first direct 
evidence that we have' a 
human virus causing cancer 
through some mechanism 
— not just indirectly by 
immunosuppression, ” Dr. 
McGrath said. 

Cancers, including lym- 
phoma and kaposi's sarco- 
ma, have long been associ- 
ated with AIDS. But most 
researchers have thought 
the cancers were opportu- 
nistic, taking advantage of 
AIDS' weakening of the im- 
mune system rather than 
being caused by the virus 
itself. 

The study, however . 
found that when the AIDS 
virus inserted its genetic 


material into a cell's DNA it 
apparently switched on a 
nearby cancer-causing 
gene , starring up a less com- 
mon variety of lymphoma 
called non-B-cell lym- 
phoma. 

The scientists spent two 
years reviewing 30 lympho- 
ma cases. and found four in 
which the AIDS virus in- 
serted itself into the same 
spot in a cell’s DNA. Qt- 
McGrath said the resear- 
chers now have additional 
examples, and estimated 
that up to a third ofnon-B- 
cell lymphomas in AIDS 
patients show similar re- 
sults. 

The study is to be pub- 


lished on April 15 in Cancer 
Research , the journal of the 
American Association for 
Cancer Research. 

Dr. William A. Blattner, 
chief of the viral epidemiol- 
ogy branch of the National 
Cancer Institute, hailed the 
finding as an important step 
in understanding how a re- 
trovirus, the class of virus 
that includes the AIDS 

virus, can cause cancer. 

"This has been seen in 
animal retrovirus , but it's 
the first example of an ;n- 
sertional retroviral situation 
in man,” be said. 

■ Dr. Dawn Willis, a viro- 
logist and scientific prog- 
ramme director for the 


American Cancer Society . 
called the study “a very 
exciting finding ■ ” 

She said the link between 
AIDS and cancer was al- 
ways considered indirect 
because no one had ever 
found HIV. the AIDS 
virus, in a cancer cell be- 
fore. The discovery could 
suggest research in tracing 
the role of viruses in other 
cancers. 

Dr. Shiramizu agreed. 

“It definitely leads us in 
some directions he said. 
“ Lymphomas , Hodgkin 's 
disease — right now we 
don't know what's causing 
them." Now that resear- 
chers know where to look 


for viruses , further dis- 
coveries are possible, be 
said. 

But the study also casts a 
cloud over the goal of creat- 
ing an AIDS vaccine from a 
form of the live HIV virus. 
The study authors and other 
scientists fear such a vaccine 
cou/d trigger cancer genes 
while halting AIDS. 

More broadly, the study 
raises questions about the 
use of any retrovirus in a 
vaccine, as well as their 
increasing role in the new 
field of gene therapy. Re- 
troviruses can be used to 
cany a gene into an organ 
to correct its functioning. 


"This causes a lot of con- 
cern over the use of retro- 
viruses for anything — for 
vaccines or even gene ther- 
apy ” Dr. McGrath said. 
‘Hooking up a gene to a 
retrovirus and then infect- 
ing human cells might nsk 
cancer. ” 

Dr. Shiramizu empha- 
sised that the study doesn't 
show the AIDS virus ’ exact 
role in causing cancer . Until 
that is, determined, he said, 
long-range questions are 
sdll speculative. 

Dr. Blattner agreed the 
implications for a future 
AIDS vaccine are worri- 
some. 


"If this insertion was to. 
take place, understanding 
the mechanism would be 
very important in consider - , 
ing a future vaccine he ; 
said. 

Dr. Irving Chen, director . 
of the University of Califor- : 
nia at Los Angeles AIDS 
Institute, called the study- 
very^, important if con- 
firmed. 

But he said it was impor- 
tant to know how often the ; 
virus-caused cancer occurs , : 
and how long it takes to.- 
develop, that could deter-, 
mine whether a future • 
AIDS vaccine is worth the 
cancer risk. 



Alzheimer’s drug has promise 


By Gail Fitzer-Schiller 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — Seven out 
of 10 patients suffering from 
the debilitating effects of 
Alzheimer's disease can be 
helped by a new drug , 
according to the authors of 
two studies, but other re- 
searchers warned the be- 
nefits may be short-lived 
and accompanied by side 
effects. 

The authors of the studies 
said 40 per cent of Alzheim- 
er's patients taking the 
highest dosage of the drug 
Cognex — 160 milligram- 
mes per day — improved 
during a 30-week clinical 
trial while another 30 per 
cent demonstrated no furth- 
er deterioration. 

They told a news confer- 
ence the most frequently 
observed side effect of liver 
toxicity is reversible when 
the drug is discontinued. In 
addition, most patients who 
dropped out of the trial due 
to elevated liver enzyme 
levels can resume and toler- 
ate the medication once 
their liver recovers, they 
said. 

“The take-home message 
from the study is that from 
using high doses of Cognex. 


about seven in 10 people 
will benefit either by show- 
ing no further dedihe or by. 
actually showing some im- 
provement." said Paul 
Solomon, co-author of one 
of the studies and chair of 
the neuroscience program- 
me at Williams College. 

Cognex, also known by 
its generic name , Tacrine , is 
the only drug available for 
th e treatment of 
Alzheimer's. 

Manufactured by War- 
ner-Lambert Co., it was 
approved by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
'last September based on the 
JAMA studies, applications 
for approval pending in Bri- 
tain, France and Canada. 

Dr. Solomon said tbe side 
effects of Cognex are "well 
known and well established 
and through proper moni- 
toring can be handled effi- 
caciously and without much 
danger to any of the pa- 
tients. ” 

But the Journal of the 
American Medical Associa- 
tion (JAMA), which pub- 
lished the study, was more 
cautious and said that ulti- 
mately better drugs are- 
needed to treat 
Alzheimer's. 

Alzheimer's afflicts near- 


ly four million Americans 
and is considered one of the 
four leading causes of death 
in the U.S. It causes prog- 
ressive nerve damage that 
leads to confusion, forget- 
fulness and eventually se- 
vere dementia and death. 

Dr. Margaret Winker, 
senior editor of JAMA , 
wrote in an editorial that 
Cognex does not stop the 
degeneration of neurons 
affected by Alzheimer's but 
merely makes the remain- 
ing neurons function better. 

“Tbe effects on cognitive 
function plateau once the 
maximum dosage is reached 
and the clock of cognitive 
decline is set back by about 
six months patients will 
then continue to decline at 
the same rate, " she said. 

But Dr. Solomon said 
there were data to suggest 
that Cognex provides be- 
nefits for patients for up to 
30 months on the drug. 
“ Granted these (data) are 
out of context of the dou- 
ble-blinded trial... But it's 
quite clear that patients on 
the average going out for 30 
months continue to do bet- 
ter than untreated ■ con- 
trols.” 

Dr. Winker also wrote 
that only 28 per cent of tbe 


patients randomly selected 
to receive 160 milligrammes 
per day in the Cognex study 
were able to remain on tbe 
drug long enough to com- 
plete tbe trial due to liver 
toxicity and other prob- 
lems. 

“ Given the devastating 
consequences of Alzheim- 
er's disease for both the 
patient and the family, a 
one-in-three chance of im- 
provement may be worth 
the risk." 

Dr. Winker wrote that at 
least one-third of patients 
experience adverse side 
effects such as nausea and 
vomiting at higher doses. 
Weekly blood monitoring 
must be maintained for at 
least six weeks at each new 
dosage and Tacrine treat- 
ment must be continued in- 
definitely for the effect to 
be maintained. 

“New drugs must be de- 
veloped that reverse the 
pathology underlying 
Alzheimer s disease, rather 
than temporarily palliate 
the process. Until then, 
Tacnne may be a reason- 
able drug for, selected pa- 
tients, who with their cafe- 
givers, agree that the prob- 
lems and costs are worth the 
potential benefit, ” she said. 
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VERT PROPER NAMES 
By Arthur S. Verdenca 


ACROSS 
1 — nous 

40 Appraised 

74 Thirsty 

99 Ballroom dance 

8 Street wart 

4i Floating aeons’ 

75 Chocolate 

lOOlncflnad 

10 Doner 

43 Downs' panne' 

substitute 

101 Draft Org. 

14 Ctnrvoyam 

46 Bog 

77 American femnw 

IDS Canada'a 

18 Nawgauonal 

47 Meno saa 

78 Malaysia skirt 

Pearson 

system 

49 Calendar abbr. 

80 KovocaorPyia 

103 RtSnad efty on M 

19 Kansas town 

50 Quedtua 

Bt Have pain 

NHe 

20 Quench 

52 Blacker 

82 Bums' 

104 Concert has 

21 Ferber 

54 Synagogue 

inmonaisiy to..." 

106 Poker money 

22 Frepiooe- shaped 

56 Lessen 

83 On the — (not 

107 OoqfcbMinp. 

neaiera"’ 

57 Rant pouen 

opaaMng) 

weaving eta? 

25 Mil truant 

59 Nav. oft. 

86 Peggy of "The 

113 Mb* 

26 Keep acme 

60 Cyntoeww's 

Wahona- 

n«Qare»snd 

27 Harry - 

daughter 

62 gW" 

67 Thousand 

port 

2B Meccan treat 

mBlons? 

115 Fosow 

30 Mounts** pni 

63 mwW 

92 Lemon ax! Dma 

116 Computer 

33 Dtsoem 

64 Assambtybw 

93 In a scanty 

commwecaaon 

34 Docftarges 

feature? 

mmer 

117 Shamuses 

35 Key Irurts 

69 Comic strip sound 

-O ■QwnO CTVtSJOn 

116 Nuzzle 

36 WaSuog cm sir 

70 Miara 

96 Boulevard" 

119 Surfeit 

38 Aapunmts 

72 Becomes serious 

97 Buahycoemd 

120 Actor Reginald of 

39 Heed 

73 Take to court 

dogs 

old 


i Beet 


DOWN 
i Sonic 
? And nm 
3 Musical svfabto 
s v to ion soeecn 
SShCJOWfl 
S usner I 
■ — CW 
B Clay now 
9 We* scan outlaw 
to Vegas uuums 

11 Blue or Doan 

12 ME 

13 Having made a 
wd 

14 Manner 

15 Surmise I 1 

16 - Gov 

1* Lung sounds 
Mi Emphasis 
23 — Three Lives 
J4 Rival to the 
DanvW 
r? Ms Esm«n 


30 Seed or spore 

31 K*gMz mountain 


32 Lite a father 
toward ha 
enaaren? 

34 Spread 
throughout 

35 Overwnefm 

37 Ngh-echooter 

38 At a distance 

39 TuUsman 

42 Genus of bugle 

plana 

44 Meaningless taft 

45 furtive 
47 Japanese 


48 Takes a break 
Si Cager's am. 

53 New Zealand 
parren 

54 (naowm 


55 "BonanaT 
meftmma 

57 Flying — 

58 Cawing at 

80 r — a man with 
seven.. - 

Si Jewish month 
65 Short sermon 
68 (M Greek corns 

67 Possessive 

68 Modem pref. 

71 — meant tseU- 

styled) 

76 Exon caution 

78 Mens Sa na In 
CWpOfB — 

79 Norae goddess of 
ttw 

81 Start ofa 
Shakespearean 
We 

82 Marouand sleuth 
84 Golf gadgets 


88 Large plenes 
88 Reserved 
>3 Me 

90 Landed 
•stale 

91 SwaNows 

92 Taught 


94 Cafe patrons 

96 Unustot abbr. 

97 Explosion 

98 Parisian's 



99 Snicker 
100 Confuse 

103 Roddea: abbr. 

104 Slap -I 

1 05 Reputation 

106 — Grands 
iW Driver's org. 

110 Rooiar 

111 Stamen 

112 Roguish 


Diagramless 19 * 19. By Frances Burton 


ACROSS 
1 Dog's loot 
e Adam s grandson 
S etaar <»y- 

9 Hair ornament 

it DeWKW 

13 Fine net (or 
veils 

14 Surface . _ 

15 Astronomer Cart 

16 Constantly 
1 : MoreirUy 
20 Games ui 

stone 


DOWN 

1 Annoying 
persons 

2 Yearly 

3 Daydream 

5 Comfort el 
misfortune 

6 Man-eating 
monster 

7 Unsophisticated 

8 Advantages 
ID Jeans material 


24 tugit" 

26 Soft leather 

27 Exflamatton of 
degust 

29 Inquire 

30 Look with 
malicious mtem 

31 Bom 

32 Indian 

33 — Si Vincent 

MBay 

34 Egyptian 
writing 


12 Myttueaf strong 
man 

18 Uniform 
ornament var. 

19 Impaired by 
negwel 

21 Used 

22 Perfect plan 

23 AimwxlM '■ u 

25 Straw Deehtw*' 

27 One: pref. 


40 Window dmalon 

43 Stooge name 

44 Author Lawn 

45 At me 
sunmte 

46 Garfunkel or 
Camay 

47 Racetrack 
transaction 

48 Lone Ranger'S 
Wand 

50 Hit tne sack 

53 Slanders 


28 — whtzl 

34 Sevan-sided 
figure 

35 Snartf tx 
Bradley 

36 Pierces with 
hams 

37 Noted ^ tt* 

38 Ffcry* 

39 Gamald, e.g. 


55 Spanish lady 
57 Rrat second or. 
thfcd 

SB Baptismal 

644*1* 

61 Eye. In a way 

62 Growing out 

63 — Scon 

64 Lace again 

65 — d* ph*n* 

68 Howl 

87 Attorneys, 
briefly 


40 Lumps of butter 

41 Unit of matter • 
*2 Not any 
49 — Tratf 

51 Conclude from 
evidence 

52 Andy Of TV 

60 Oozes 


Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. When our senior diiuas decry today's pop mnelc, bow do they «rpi^« 
“Mabry Dost*” on their old Hit Parsde? Exception! 

2. Yo ung d i plomat's pooch contains, among other things, a college of family 
pictures and Ms college diploma. 

3- "t— -» — r * — • 1- -* — f— ' e ti e nnirri ai n 

4. Earthquake expert expects to get question* after aarthsbakiag forecast. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. PDBJ ADSXL BCX OX C QRAKXL HPC^TIT 
TATM MDBT YFTHHA LKFBU FKJKXL 
WDFMTM CXJ RTCJKXL QDSF ITPFCM 
CFDSXJ H WT F K XL. —By Earl Intend 

Z. TOYS YXVR NAFSA GEH ADNOB KAOM N A 
TOSEM DAY C1EVFBBVF. X N RZTNM 
BEJEH’M OVAHAGS CZN ROIJM AZYM- 

— By Dune JL McGogy 

3. PDEUS TAHUGET, EM OBDUM GAAMRTB 

ARMS S8PSA0M MSPAMET DAVRBBYIU 
ORB ID A, PVIDMAN YlM. “HAW, SAVVY. 
NEVER.** —By Ed Hoddleson 

4. QUUE CUISINE 8 YU U E INES YUEEST YUT 

ULT QULTISM YNMCST. — By Barbara J. Rngg 


SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WUITS PUZZLE 



ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. Excited. 

Our eyes become clouded when we are sad; they 
blaze with anger. 

2. Punch. 

To punch: To hit with the closed fist, as in boxing. 
We slap with the open band. 

We smack with tbe open hand or a slipper. 

To tap: To hit’ lightly (to tap your finger or a pencil 
on the table). 

To rap: To hit quickly and smartly (to rap on tbe 
door, to rap someone's knuckles). 

3. The instep, tbe top of tbe FOOT from the toes to the 
ankle. 

4. Clanking. 

CLANKING: a ringing sound made by a heavy metal 
( chains clank). 

SCRAPING: the sound of hard rubbing with a sharp 
edge (to scrape mud off your shoes). 

SHUFFLING: the sound of careless walking without 
lifting the feet (to walk with a shuffle). 

TRAMPING: the sound of many heavy feet together 
(the tramp of the soldiers). 

PATTERING: the quick, light sound of taps or 
footsteps (the patter of little feet). 


5. Go for: attack 
Went to: approached 
Went away with: left with 

Went back to: returned to ■ 

Went in for. entered (a race, a competition) 

6. They are all FISH. 

SOLE: An edible fish that is related to the flounder. 

TROUT: A freshwater fish that often has spotted 
body and is related fb the sa/mon. 

BRILL: European marine flatfish of turbot family. 
Valued as food. 

BREAM: Freshwater food fish of carp family of 
Europe and Asia. Small head, narrow deep body . 
and arched back with dull silver colouring on flanks. 

PUZZLES 

(A) Fruitful Changes 

1. Slum — Plum 2. Ample — Apple 3. Peat Pear 
4. Grange — Orange 5. Current — Currant 6. 
Perch — Peach 7. Samson — Damson 8. Grade — 
Grape 

(B) Find the missing number 

The missing number is: “81” 




JTV CHANNEL2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 

The Challenge Of Arende 


■ >%*.*wyrr«- I ii*- - ; J/ ■ ■ 1 

Thursday, April 14, crazy days at the Bel-Air 

Academy. 


&30 Da Beat's On 
9:10 Bony 
Late Arrival 

A man’s body thrown from 
a speeding train starts 
Bony’s tread into dangerous 
zones where robbers and 
murderers bang together. 

lOrifO News In English 

10:20 Feature Film — I am, 

Tbe Cheese 

Starring Hope Lange, Don 
Murray and Robert Wag-- 
ner. 

In an effort to find the truth 
about his own identity and 
tbe past of bis parents , a 
15-year-old boy runs away 
from an asylum and starts 
his long searching journey. 

Friday, AprBIS 

7:45 Hotchpotch 

Our weekly magazine prog- 
ramme with Manal Azar. 

9:10 Scene Of Tbe Crime 

Chapters Of Terror 

The writer of Chapters Of 
Terror is someone to watch 
for; because writing and de- 
scribing ugly crimes in a 
book is one thing, but being 
the perpetrators of such 
crimes is another. 

KkOd News In Kg g««fc 

1020 Black Powder 

Saturday, April 16 

7&5 Charlie Chapfin 

Some of Charlie Chaplin’s 
best silent movies , such as 
Ace On Tbe Ballroom 
Floor; Tbe Tramp and The 
Pawn Shop. J 

820 The fresh Prince Of 
Bd-Air 

Day Damn One 

WBtiam amuses tbe kids 
with his stories about his 


9D0 The CampbeBs 

Peter Was A saint 

The house^robber Peter en- 
ters Campbell’s home as a 
related cousin. Tbe suspect- 
ing James demands a full 
explanation. 

920 One To One 

lihOO News In English 

10:20 Feature FUm — A 
Doll's House 

Mistreated by a harsh and 
domineering husband, a 
wife leaves her home and 
her three children. Living 
like a stupid doll in a doll’s 
house has now become un- 
bearable. 

Sunday, AprO IT 

7:45 Zero One 

A science programme, deal- 
ing with the following 
topics: Using herbs in medi- 
cine, new computer tech- 
nologies, a geological sur- 
vey and expedition team in 
the Himalayas to study tbe 
history of tbe earth. 

820 You Bet Year lift 

Our weekly entertaining 
quiz show, with offered 
prizes that reach $10,000, 
the show is hosted by BUI 
Cosby. 

9:10 Stolen Lives 

Dawn starts her long jour- 
ney to find her true identity. 
It all starts with her mother 
Evelyn, who steals a baby 
and pretends it is hers. 

lOtfO News In English 

1020 Island Son 

Viruses 

Tbe scary word “AIDS” 
shakes a whole school, as a 
girl student gets it by way of 
*£bhod transfusion^ * 

11:15 The Upper Hand 

Dinner For Two 

Bryan and Sue’s strenuous 
efforts to dine together fail. 


as other couples plan their 
own dates and dinners. 

Monday, April IS 

7:45 Science World 

This week Science World is 
on gene therapy in fighting 
diseases, computer imaging 
in dental treatment and live 
communications between 
students in America and 
astronauts in space, in what 
is described as a “space 
classroom. ” 

820 The Nanny 

Nuchshlip 

Maggie’s father agrees that 
she goes out on a date with 
Eddie, on condition that the 
Nanny ebapirons them. 

920 Jerdanesque 

Churches in Jordan 

A comprehensive look at 
the start of Christianity in 
Jordan... and a visit to the 
first churches in Jordan. 
Jordanesque is hosted by 
Jerius Samawi. 

9:10 Pandora's Box 

The Engineers Plot 

A documentary about the 

former Soviet Union 

The shift from an agricultu- 
ral state to an industrial 
one , with the help of tech- 
nology. 

1020 News In Rngffah 
1029 Black Powder 
11:10 Top Cops 

Tuesday, April 19 

7:45 Medkanal Drugs 

825 Beyond 2000 

9:10 Moon Over mud 

My Old Flame 

going after a mhsing. 
woman, W^tercom^^-' 
to face with tbe head ofa 
dangerous gang. 

1020 News In English 

1020 The Cape Rebel 


Cornelia reveals why her 
daughter had lost tbe ability 
to speak, and she is later 
arrested by the British for 
allegedly killing a child. 
Sleuth is still on th ego, with 
tbe British army at his 
heels. 

11:10 Tbe Second Half 

Like Father Like John 

David invites his dad to 
spend the weekend in Chi- 
cago with him; but to his- 
great disappointment, his - 
dad finds a much more 
attractive company to spend " : 
*he time with. 

Wednesday, April 20 

7:45 Great Moments In Sci- 
ence A Technology 
820 Too Close For comfort 

An innocent kiss on Hen- ‘ 
ry*s cheeks from a beautiful ' 
young girl turns his life up- 
ride down. 

920 Prism 

Cement \ 

Dus week Nida Ramahj 

takes a comprehensive and 
statistical look at tbe ce- • 
^^proriuctfou industry hi - 


9:10 The Best Of Ma&c .<• 

Of The 

A documentary about the 
Swo-Japanese War, an in - 
^pendent Ireland that' 
w e ^totoonwealtb,^ 

Yugoslav 

I? ? e Serbs and tbe ' 
growing power - 

%** Naz * car man* 
factunng in France. 

10:00 News In Engli sh .fa 

10:20 Poldark 

In 



tored. la i 
the poor a 
employed j 
bun heads 

11:10 Paul 


Aic Cartaey-U 


ve 
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Bus blast kills 6 in Hadera 


fCbntiniied from page 1 1 

A second bag left on a bench 
just outside the bus was timed 
» off « 11 a.ra. (0900 
GAIT), when sirens sounded 
nationwide for two minutes to 
remember the war dead and 
virtually everyone stands at 
attention, police said. It ex- 
ploded harmlessly after police 
sappers were called in. 

Bus passengers said some- 
one outside had noticed the 
abandoned blade bag on the 
bench and were yelling at the 
driver to get out of there when 
the bomb inside detonated. 

Blood, flesh, glass and burn- 
ing metal flew in all directions. 

The military wing of die 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas said it earned out the 
bombing. 

A message broadcast over 
mosq ue loudspeakers in the 
strip said Hamas’s “Qassam 
Brigades are responsible for 
the bomb attack in Hadera.” A 
Hamas suicide car bomber kil- 
J le jfseven Israelis last Wednes- 
day in .the northern town of 
Afola: • . 

- Mohammad Nazzal, the 
Hamas representative in Jor- 
dab, said A! Qassam Brigades 
vofved a total five attacks to 
avenge the Hebron massacre. 

i Reports from the occupied 
territories say the heroic op-, 
erjuion was carried out by Izzc- ' 
diae Ai Qassam Brigades (the 
mflitary wmg of Hamas).” Mr. 
Ndzzal said. 

| This is another heroic op- 
eration in retaliation to die 
Hebron massacre. We are 
avjaiting more of such opera- 
tions promised by Al Qassam 
Brigades,” Mr. Nazzal said. 

Mr. Nazzal said the Hadera 
bejmtang would “spread joy in 
the occupied territories and 
prisve that the Palestinian peo- 
ple are indifferent to the peace 
process.” 

Passengers did not remem- 
ber anyone suspect on the bus. 

The dead and wounded from 
both recent attacks have in- 
cluded Israeli-Arabs. 

After the car-bomb April 6 
in ;AfuIa, Israel closed access to 
Israel to aD two million Palesti- 
nian residents from the occu- 


pied territories until further 
notice. Bat Mr. Rabin noted 
that a hennrtk seal was not 
possible given that 10,000 
Israeli-registered can, many 
belonging to settlers, cross the 
line daily. 

The attack sparked angry 
reactions in Hadera, a wo rang 
class town. More than 50 pro- 
testers gathered near the sta- 
tion chanting “death to the 
Arabs” and “Rabin is a 
traitor.” The protest later 
moved onto a mam road run- 
ning through the town. 

Right-wing opposition lead- 
ers called for annulling the 
Sept. 13 peace agreement with 
the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and for Mr. 
Rabin to resign. 

“The agreement Rabin has 
made with Arafat has mafo it 
so there is no place in foe 
country where a Jew can travel 
safely,” Likud opposition lead- 
er Benjamin Netanyahu said. 
“This is a security and di- 
plomatic failure that most be 
ended before more people pay 
with their lives.” 

Palestinian leaders conde- 
mned the q,nack. hut Israelis 
sajv it as half-hearted because 
they tied it to delays in im- 
plementing autonomy. 

Israeli security forces were 
on a high security alert. After 
the Hadera blast, a spokesman 
for the national bus company 
appealed on the radio for driv- 
ers to stop their vehicles and 
check them for bombs. 

Israel’s police chief Rafi 
Peled told a news conference 
six people were killed and 
some 30 wounded in the explo- 
sion. 

Witnesses said the powerful 
blast blew apart bodies. Hours 
later, the dead had not been 
removed because foe bodies 
were so badly mutilated. 

Police sappers wearing 
heavy protective gear carefully 
checked one body, apparently 
an Arab guerrilla, for more 
explosives. 

“He must have held foe 
bomb to his stomach. After- 
wards there were just shreds 
left on him. The upper body 
was there, everything eke was 
ashes or cooked meat,” wit- 
ness Boaz Melita said. 


i&rafat condemns ‘extremists’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


iatmg towns... supporting and 
encouraging foe fanatic settlers 
to continue practising foe most 
horrible acte.pfaggrcs$on.** 

The toufh fone-qf firs speech ~ 
ran counter to' a conciliatory . 
note strode by PLO negotiator 
Nabil Shaath at foe autonomy 
talks, which were adjourned 
for at least four days in Cairo 
on Tuesday. 

The PLO leader said Jewish 
settlements in foe West Bank 
and Gaza were more than an 
obstacle to peace. “Today, and 
I say it with regret, they have 
become an alternative to 
peace,” he said. 

The Cairo talks made prog- 
ress on foe issues of foe com- 
position of a Palestinian police 
force and the release of 5,000 
Palestinian prisoners. 

But Israel continued to 
baulk at PLO insistence that 
Hamas prisoners should be 
among those released, a con- 
cession which the PLO wants 
in .order to reinforce its claim 
that it is negotiating for all 
Palestinians and not merely its 


own faction. 

Mr. Rabin, calling Wednes- 
cja£s tnis bombing in Hadera a 
pH^kable murder, said he was 
determined nof'to allow mffi-' 
rants to wreck Israeli-PLO 
peace efforts.- 

‘Today a despicable murder 
of peacefol Israeli citizens was 
carried out by foe organisation 
at the forefront of murderous 
activities against Israelis since 
the signing of (foe Israefi- 
PLO) declaration of princi- 
ples,” be told Israel Radio. 

T mean Hamas and its ter- 
ror arm, foe units of the Izzed- 
dine Al Qassam,” he said. 

He said Hamas, which 
opposes foe Israel-PLO peace 
deal and claimed responsibility 
for foe Hadera blast and the 
Afhla car-bomb, hoped to kill 
chances for peace between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

“There are those who say 
foe peace talks have to be 
stopped. What this wQI lead to 
is more elements joining in the 
terror,” Mr. Rabin said. 


Government assures IAF 


(Continued from page 1) 

deavour ro apply foe law and 
protect the dignity of citizens,” 
it -said. 

In their letter to foe prime 
minister, foe IAF deputies 
appeared to concentrate their 
defence on former Afghan 
fighters who were arrested af- 
ter security forces connected 
some of them to a series of 
bomb blasts in third-class cine- 
mas in Amman and Zarqa. 

v'Jordan has never lived for 
itsfclf alone but strove to serve 
the nation and higher causes ... 
from this vision some of oar 
young men flew to Pakistan 
and Afghanistan when that 
Islamic nation fell under Soviet 
occupation and their deed was 
compatible with the wishes of 
their people, government,” the 
IAF deputies said in their 
memorandum to the prime 
minister. 

fTteople Kke these should 
under no circumstances be ac- 
cused unless we want to also 
accuse foe Jordanians who 
answered the call of duty in 
Palestine, Iraq, Tunisia, Syria, 
Egypt, and others,” the memo 
added. 

““We refuse that contributing 
to haf p others of our faith in 
Afghanistan be considered a 
wime,” the memo concluded. 

The IAF deputies also criti- 
cised what they said was a 
wave of arrests of university 
students. They also said that 
tfapre were “regretful events In 
the University of Jordan from 
patties known to the security 
forces aimed to influence the 
Students.” . 

•The IAF deputies were par- 


ticularly careful in their critic- 
ism of the arrest of persons 
connected to bomb blasts and 
bombing attempts. While con- 
demning “any act which 
targets any institution on foe 
land of our country and any 
attempt to destabilise the 
atmosphere in foe country and 
hope that those involved in 
these kind of acts would be 
referred to court,” foe memor- 
andum said, the IAF “also 
believes that a defendant re- 
mains innocent and should ex- 
ercise his right to defend him- 
self until proven guilty.” 

The IAF deputies also criti- 
cised the crackdown on mem- 
bers of foe Fateh Revolution- 
ary Council (Abu Nidal) group 
after their group was con- 
nected to tire gunning down of 
Jordanian diplomat Nayeb 
Maaytah in Beirut in January. 

“While we condemn tins 
ugly crime against a faithful 
son of Jordan we condemn foe 
indiscriminate arrests," the 
memorandum said. 

Dr. Anani said that the 
prime minister bad listened to 
the lAFs arguments and im- 
pressed on them that he be- 
lieved there were “sound and 
convincing reasons” for foe de- 
tentions. 

“But in light of the fact that 
they had come asking him to 
look into foe case and foe 
charges of the relatives, foe 
premier said that he was going 
to check their claims and come 
back to them with bis find- 
ins,” Dr. Anani said. 

Dr. Majafi, the information 
minister said, also told foe IAF 
deputies that “he win make 
sure that justice rakes its 
course.” 


Air strike could pit 
Serb military 
against politicians 


By Slobodan Lekk 

The Associated Press 

BELGRADE — A key 
casualty of NATO's air strike 
outside Gorazde may be Bos- 
nian Seri? commander Gen. 
Ratko Mladic, who blun- 
dered badly by misjudging 
foe international commun- 
ity’s resolve. 

The burly, 53-year-old 
general is idolised by his 
troops, but Gen. Mladic’s 
opposition to any comprom- 
ise to end the two-year war in 
Bosnia- Herzegovina has 
marfy him increasingly un- 
popular with Serb political 
leaders. 

Politicians could seize on 
foe NATO strike as a chance 
to cut Gen. Mladic down to 
size, or even replace him. 

Gen. Mladic had been talk- 
ing With U.N. commanders 
since* Thursday about an 
overall ‘ceasefire between 
Serb and Muslim-led govern-’ 
ment forces. 

But on Sunday, Serb fight- 
ers pressed on into the 
Gorazde enclave, threatening 
foe town itself. U.N. officials 
said foev tried to contact 
Gen. Mladic to get him to 
stop, but got no answer. 

Many Western analysts 
bold Gen. Mladic responsible 
for some of foe worst exces- 
ses of the wars that have 
erupted since the breakup of 
Yugoslavia in 1991. 

Assisted by foe Yugoslav 
army, and fully exploiting 
their overwhelming superior- 
ity in heavy weapons, forces 
under his co mman d occupied 
a large swath of Croatia and 
more than 70 per cent of 
Bosnia. 

But most of his victories 
came against hastily formed, 
lightly aimed opponents, and 
recently, Gen. Mladic’s repu- 
tation was hurt by the failure 
of ambitious Serb offensives 
against OIovo in January and 
Magiaj a month later. 

In both campaigns, the 
Serbs failed to make signifi- 
cant gains against foe Mus- 
lim-led Bosnian government 
army, which has steadily 
grown in si*e and combat 
experience.,: o • 

• Those' faflures ’may. have ' 
motivated Gen. Mladic to.. 
attack Gorazde, the only 
Muslim enclave in eastern 
Bosnia without U.N. 
peacekeepers, and perhaps 
foe only government-held re- 
gion he could still hope to 
conquer. . 

Gorazde has been cut off 
since, the war began^ It. is. 
defended by a lightly aimed 
militia and cannot be signifi- 
cantly reinforced by the Bos- 
nian army. 


Gen. Mladic grew up mili- 
tarily in the Communist 
Y ugoslav army and embraced 
its ideology of “brotherhood 
and unity” among Yugosla- 
via’s ethnic groups. In 
Croatia's 1991 war, Gen. 
Mladic commanded Yugoslav 
army forces in the heart of 
the Serb separatist rebellion, 
but forbade bis soldiers to 
replace their Communist red 
star insignia with Serb 
badges. 

But his transformation was 
swift and total in Bosnia. He 
now routinely talks of “Ser- 
bian martial traditions.” “the 
Serbian national interest” 
and “a unified Serbian 
state.” 

Battlefield successes en- 
abled Gen. Mladic to demon- 
■ . strate independence not only 
from Serb political leaders in 
Bosnia; but also from presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic of 
Serbia,* regarded as the re- 
gion’s powerbroker and chief 
instigator of foe war. 

Last spring Gen. Mladic’s 
fiery speech to the self-styled 
Bosnian Serb assembly per- 
suaded delegates to reject a 
U.N.-backed peace plan sup- 
ported by born Mr. Milosevic 
and Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic. The Ser- 
bian president is not expected 
to forget or forgive. 

Mr. Mladic’s popularity 
and control over his 80,00$- 
man army has given him a 
power base among radical 
Serbs in Bosnia, who see him 
as a potential replacement for 
foe more moderate Mr. 
Karadzic. 

“Although he was once a 
frequent guest in Milosevic’s 
home, Gen. Mladic has re- 
cently been making foe Ser- 
bian president dangerously 
nervous,” Montenegro's in- 
dependent Monitor weekly 
said this week. 

Gen. Mladic's potential 
ability to derail any peace 
settlement that includes the 
return of territory to the new 
Muslim -Croat federation in 
Bosnia is believed to worry 
Mr. Karadzic, who is ready to 
return land for peace. 

It also worries Mr. 
Milosevic, who hopes a peace 
settlement will bnng.au end- 
•*. to, international sanctions' — 
’. imposed against Serbia and 
. Montenegro for fomenting 
foe Bosnian war — that have 
devastated Serbia’s economy. 

Gen. Mladic is said to be 
particularly scornful of West- 
ern armies, based on U.N. 
peacekeepers* neutrality in 
past showdowns with the 
Serbs. That -overconfidence 
may have contributed to his 
decision to ignore U.N. de- 
mands to call off foe Gorazde 
attack Sunday. 


Milestones 
on S. Africa’s 
road to 
democracy 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — 
South Africa’s key milestones 
to majority rule: 

1948 — National Party 
takes power on segregation 
ticket and starts to institu- 
tionalise apartheid. 

1959 — Government cre- 
ates 10 black homelands, giv- 
ing whites 87 per cent of foe 
land and leaving barren 13 
per cent to black majority. 

1960 — March 21 — Shar- 
peyillc massacre in which 
police loll 69 blacks protest- 
ing against Pass laws. 

1961 — Government bans 
African National Congress 
(ANC) and other black anti- 
apartheid groups. ANC milit- 
ary wing begins attacks on 
military targets. 

1964 — ANC General- 
Secretary Nelson Mandela - 
gets life sentence for treason 
.while already in prison for 
leaving country illegally. * 

1976 — Soweto uprising by 
students protesting against 
inferior education for blacks. 
Within six months 600 people 
are lolled and thousands of 
youths leave the country to 
join ANC armed wing. 

1990: 

February 2 — Mr. de Klerk 
announces end to apartheid, 
unbans black opposition 
groups and frees Mr. Mande- 
la from 27 years’ imprison- 
ment nine days later. 

May 2-4 — First govern- 
ment- ANC talks. They com- 
mit themselves to speedy 
political settlement. 

1993: 

April 1 — First fully repre- 
sentative forum with 26 par- 
ties forms working groups on 
transition to Democracy. 

July 2 — Negotiators con- 
firm April 27, 1994, as date 
for first all-race elections. 
Zulu Chief Mangosnthu 
Bofoelezi’s Inkatha Freedom 
Party, his Kwazulu black 
homeland and pro-apartheid 
white Conservative Party 
walk out in protest. 

Nov. 17 — Interim con- 
stitution adopted at multi- 
party talks, boycotted by In- 
katha and white 1 right-win- 
gers. 

Dec. — Last white parlia- 
ment passes democracy leg- 
islation. Multi-party tran- 
sitional executive council to 
oversee run-up to elections 
meets. 

1994 

• January — Parties begin 
electioneering for April polls, 
boycotted by Inkatha, Kwa- 
zulu and hardline white right- 
ists. 



NATIONAL HERO: Nelson Mandela 


Mandela: president-in- waiting 


By Angus Macswan 
Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — Deli- 
rious crowds in dust) 
townships greet Nelson Man- 
dela as superstar, saviour and 
president-i n-wai ling. 

His campaign rallies are 
already celebrations for Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
supporters confident of a 
sweeping victory in South Afri- 
ca’s first all-race elections in 
two weeks. 

From herdboy to the world’s 
most famous political prisoner, 
and now, four years after his 
release, within sight of becom- 
ing the Country's first black- 
president, his journey has 
given, ^im -a mystic aura. 

“It is not a dream president 
Mandela is here,” an ANC 
official told a crowd in the 
Bophuthaiswana black home- 
land at the weekend. 

The people are ecstatic. Sta- 
dium stands sway as they dance 
to a thumping African feat and 
ululations pierce the air. When 
Mr. Mandela arrives he circles 
the stadium and punches the 
air with his fist to cries of 
“viva." 

Lean and looking a aood 


deal younger than his 75 years, 
he exudes chjrisma and has a 
regal bearing inherited from 
royal ancestors. 

He is not a fiery orator but 
delivers his message in mea- 
sured tones. Commentators 
compare his manner to that of 
a schoolmaster. 

In his speeches he tells pa- 
rents to stop their children 
skipping school. He tells ANC 
supporters involved in political 
violence that they are not 
wanted in the organisation. 

From a stage in'Tuang at the 
weekend he reprimanded a 
croup of ANC members who 
held posters denouncing the- 
local leadership. He then. in-, 
vited them- down to . lay out 
their complaints. 

It was the performance of a 
tribal elder, not a pork-barrel 
politician. 

In his home region of Trans- 
kei. often stricken by drought, 
he is known as "the rain man" 
in the belief he has rain-mak- 
ing powers. Prime cattle there 
are called “Mandela good". 

At the weekend, he dropped 
in at a Methodist church hall in 
Atamelang township on the 
plains of Western Transvaal. 
He "tovi-tovied" — a kind of 


half-hop. half- tog liberation 
dance, with a crowd ot women 
as they crooncJ A Incan 
hymns. ’ 

He told them he pr.ived reg- 
ularly during the 27 years tlie 
white minority government 
held him in prison. They replied 
they had prayed lor linn. The 
se nse o f co m niu n i o n was 
almost tangible. Mr. Mandela 
keeps up a schedule that would 
exhaust a much younger man 
and the pace is beginning to 
show. 

ANC spokesman Car! 
Niehaus said Mr. Mandela, a 
on e - 1 i m e lawyer and 
heavyweight boxer, still had 
plenty of energy. 

.“He keeps tit. He has a 
skipping rope and an exercise 
bike. Often he gets up at four 
in the morning to start work." 
Mr. Niehaus said. 

Mr. Mandela always finishes 
his campaign speeches by tell- 
ing people how to place" their 
vote on the ballot which will 
include pictures of the party 
leaden. 

"Put your cross by the ANC 
sign and the picture ot the 
handsome young man." he 
saw 


SHENZHEN. China — 
Chen’s workday begins at 
7:30 a.m., when she and 
3,000 other young women 
lower their heads over sewing 
machines to stitch clothes for 
export. 

She works four hours, 
breaks for 90 minutes, works 
four more hoars, breaks for 
dinner, then works another 
four. When the factory's sales 
are brisk, she doses her day 
with a final three-hour shift 
that ends at 1:30 a.m„ for a 
total workday of 15 hours. 

Chen gets two days off a 
month, and says die is usually 
too tired to do anything but 
fie on her bunk in the dormi- 
tory room she shares with 13 
other women from villages 
near her own — women who, 
like her, are glad just to have 
a job. 

“We don’t want to work so 
much overtime, we’re tired, 
but there’s nothing we can 
do,” she told a visitor to foe 
dormitory, a spartan tene- 
ment with concrete floors, 
laundry hanging from win- 
dows and orange peels and 
food wrappers in the comers 
of an unlit stairway. 

A dorm mate, Bao, said: 
“They tell us time is money.” 

Not much money. Not for 
these workers or for millions 
of others who make fight 
industrial goods, mainly for 
export, at the factories up 
and down China’s east coast 
that drive its world-beating 
annual economic growth of 
13 per cent. 

Pay for foe hated overtime 
is just 12 yuan (14 cents) an 
hour at Chen’s factory, which 
is owned by Hong Kong in- 
vestors. That is below Shen- 
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China’s workers grow restive 
under capitalist- style reforms 


zhen’s legal minimum and the 
hours far exceed the legal 
maximum. But workers say 
local officials don't enforce 
labour laws for fear of driving 
investors away. 

Other investors withhold 
wages for months to make 
sure workers don’t quit. They 
provide no health care or 
compensation for work in- 
juries, do not install proper 
ventilation or safety features 
and impose harsh discipline, 
such as forbidding the use of 
toilets during shifts. 

This has made Shenzhen 
and other coastal boomtowns 
tinderboxes for labour un- 
rest. 

They are not alone. Work- 
ers nationwide are in- 
creasingly unhappy with their 
lot as foe Communist Party 
pushes ahead with capitalist- 
style economic reforms, 
whether it’s a question of 
attracting foreign investment 
by allowing below-minimum 
wages or of pulling a state- 
run factory out of the red 
with layoffs, workers see 
themselves as targets of re- 
form. 

With 89-year-old para- 
mount leader Deng Xiaoping 
looking increasingly weak 
and a succession straggle 
looming, calls for worker 
rights and denunciations of 
inflation and corruption 
could be more potent rallying 
cries against the regime than 
slogans few democracy. 

Even the government, 
generally loath to acknow- 
ledge unrest, recently dis- 
closed that more than 10.000 
labour disputes occurred in 
1993. including 2,350 in 
Shenzhen in the first six 


By Kathy Wilhelm 

The Associated Press 

Forty-five years ago, the Communists took 
power in the name of China's working class and 
declared it “master of the nation." Today, 
guaranteed lifetime employment is vanishing, 
layoffs are increasing and millions of peasants 
who migrated to the cities toil in sweatshops. In 
the struggle over succession that faces the party 
leadership, dissatisfied workers could pose the 
greatest challenge. 


months. 

Disputes range from slow- 
downs to worker petitions 
against management to 
strikes, which are not strictly 
illegal, but aren't legal either. 

Worker violence has been 
growing, although there are 
no official statistics. In one 
case, a woman who was fired 
from a Taiwan-owned textile 
factory set fire to it in De- 
cember, killing 61 workers. 

Most scary for the lead- 
ership, grassroots groups are 
challenging the Communist 
Party Labour Federation’s 
claim to speak for workers. 

In 1989. 1992 and again 
this year, independent work- 
er groups have emerged, only 
to be crashed by police. Au- 
thorities arrested three men 
in March for helping form a 
league for the protection of 
worker rights and petitioning 
the national legislature to 
allow independent unions. 

“Because official corrup- 
tion worsens daily, citizen 
rights are not safeguarded,” 
said a statement issued by foe 
league. “Inflation, large- 
scale unemployment and the 


decline of social order also 
worsen daily.” 

Underground activists dis- 
tribute mimeographed pam- 
phlets urging workers to un- 
ite. 

“People are bitter that a 
nation claiming to be led by 
the proletariat does not even 
protect workers’ lives and in- 
terests.” said a pamphlet 
seen in Shenzhen. On it was 
scribbled, “copy and distri- 
bute this." 

The party leadership is 
torn between its desire to 
keep faith with the working 
class and the need to shore up 
declining state companies by 
trimming worker benefits. 

For the first three decades 
of Communist rale, workers 
held a favoured place in soci- 
ety. Factories belonged to the 
state and offered guaranteed 
employment for workers and 
their children, generous pen- 
sions and virtually free hous- 
ing, schooling and medical 
care. 

“There was a staled har- 
mony between the interests 
of the government, the party 


and the workers.” said Greg 
O’leary. senior lecturer at the 
University of Adelaide's 
Centre for Labour Studies in 
Australia. 

“The party did try to act in 
workers’ interests. Workers 
did sec themselves as being 
represented by the party." he 
said. "All those common in- 
terests are being tom asunder 
by economic reform.” 

Determined to increase 
corporate profits, the state 
has put millions of workers 
on limited-term employment 
contracts and allowed layoffs 
of millions more. 

Faced with an urban labour 
force too pampered and lazy 
to attract low-margin manu- 
facturers from Hong Kong. 
Taiwan and elsewhere, the 
government has allowed 
peasants to enter the factory 
work force. Peasant-workers 
like Chen and Bao. accus- 
tomed to hardship and 
subsistence-level earnings, 
are the backbone of low- 
technology assembly lines 
that provide vital tax revenue 
for China's coastal regions. 

Because of the growing dis- 
content, the government re- 
cently dusted off a draft 
labour law first proposed in 
1978. Passage is expected 
within months. 

The law- would spell out 
basic worker rights regarding 
wages and hours, set limits on 
an employer's right to fire 
workers and authorise each 
factory’s union to negotiate 
wages' and other work condi- 
tions. Many workers now- 
have to negotiate individual 
contracts with their em- 
ployers. 

Shenzhen's province. 


Guangdong, enacted its own 
labour law March 1. limiting 
overtime and requiring em- 
ployers to provide basic in- 
surance and health care. 

Even so, workers in Shen- 
zhen said their conditions 
have not changed. 

“We have a union, but ihe 
union is useless." said Zheng. 
25. who has worked for live 
months at a joint-venture 
television factory. Neither he 
nor his dorm mates could 
remember any workers going 
to the union for help. 

Han Dongfang. who 
helped found a short-lived 
independent union in Beijing 
during the tumult of the 1989 
pro-democracy movement . 
said the rights of workers will 
not be protected until they 
are allowed to organise their 
own unions. 

Speaking in Hong Kong, 
where he has lived since 
being expelled from China 
last year. Han said the official 
unions always put party and 
government interests first. 

“Violence often occurs, 
workers hitting managers, 
because there’s no suitable 
bridge" between them, he 
said. 

Mr. O’leary noted that the 
worst abuses of worker rights 
occur in coastal factories that 
employ young people just off 
the farm. 

“There are. by the best 
estimates. 100 million people 
in the countryside with no 
work," he said. 

As long as that is the case, 
and as long as employers can 
count on a steady stream of 
newcomers to replace mal- 
contents. it will he hard to 
end abuses. 
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Developing Morocco hopes for big GATT benefits 
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MARRAKESH, Morocco (R) 

- — Camel caravans that for 

* centuries carried gold and iv- 

* ory from Timbuktu to this red- 
walled city will be replaced by 
modem vehicles which Moroc- 
co hopes will boost its foreign 
trade enormously. 

. The new “vehicles” are in 
feet 22,000 pages regulating 
international trade in the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) to be 
signed by ministers horn more 
than 120 countries in Mar- 
rakesh on Friday. 

“Few trading caravans have 
■viewed this beautiful city with 
as much pleasure — and as 
.much relief — as ours does,” 
said GATT Director General 
Peter Sutherland at the open- 
ing ceremony of the final act of 
the Uruguay round. 

“Very few trading caravans 
were on the road for more than 
seven years, and none carried 
.such a priceless cargo,” he 
added, referring to the long 



GAIT General Director Peter Sutherland (left) talks with 
Uruguayan Chairman Sergio Enrique Abreu Bonflta in toe 
Vizirs room daring toe opening ceremony of toe GATT 
ministerial meeting in Marrakesh (AFP photo) 

the palatial 1,560-seat Con- 


che final act because it is a 
typical developing country 
which will be protected from 
jungle law in the world trade 
arena. 

But diplomats said it was 
also because Morocco was the 
first country to send an invita- 
tion, at a time when if was 


palatial 

grass Hall that in the last stages 
of the negotiations Morocco 
had played “a moderating and 
unifying role... and a sustained 
defence of developing coun- 
tries.” 

He added that Morocco had 
opted for political democracy ' 
and economic liberalism. 



Moroccan economy has grown 
enormonsly and diversified 
into many sectors based mainly 
on mining, agriculture and in- 
dustry. 

Finance Minister Moham- 
med Sagou said recently 
Morocco stands to benefit 
fins reduced tarifh for ib agricato- 
rafand industrial exports and 
GATT will help it to break out 
of its long dependence on 
European markets. 

More than 90 per cent of 
Morocco’s trade is with 
Europe, but there are fpars 
that a new deal with the Euro- 
pean Union, due to be negoti- 
ated by next year, will not 
guarantee sustained growth of 
agricultural exports. 

Like many developing coun- 
tries, Morocco relies heavily 
on agriculture. It accounts for 
20 per cent of gross domestic 
product, provides a livelihood 
for three million people, and 
employs 40 per cent of the 
workforce. 

Cgnbl^pca-based think 


impact on our relations with 
the EU and its r e stricti v e prac- 
tices.” 

When the EU offered 
Morocco a new deal, billed as 
a partnership leading to a free 
trade zone, the Moroccans ex- 
pressed fears it would have 
negative effects on exports like 
fresh fruit, vegetables and fish 
products. 

Since EU member states like 
Spain and Portugal sell the 
same products in Europe, 
Moroccan growers and expor- 
ters say their products have 
been penalised by EU tariff, 
quota and pricing systems. 

But in the industrial sector, 
the Moroccans are more opti- 
mistic. They expect diversifica- 
tion of markets under GAIT 
will boost exports of clothing 
and footwear, for example, by 
as moch as 60 per cent over a 
five-year period. La Conjonc- 
ture r eported. 

However, some industrial- 
ists fear dumping of cheap 
manufactured 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi banks lace demand for more loans 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia's banks are feeing mounting 
demands for government and private sector loans which could 
eat away at their liquidity and tighten borrowing terms, 
economists and bankers say. They said a 20 per cent spending 
cut in the 1994 budget of the Saudi government, which is 
strapped for cash due to weak oil prices, coupled with a 
growing private sector role in the economy is putting pressure 
on banks to provide more financing. The kingdom’s 12 
commercial banks can cope with the strain for toe short term. 
But in toe longer term, the banks may only be able to do so if 
oil prices recover and breathe fife into the oil-dependent Saudi 
economy, they added. “The banks might be able to meet some 
of toe demand for borrowing, but maintaining that depends on 
toe economic situation which also depends on oil prices,” a 
Saudi-based economist said. A senior banker said the King- 
dom's economy in 1994 “is going to be weaker than in 1993. 
Oil prices are not likely to recover soon, toe government is 
severely cutting back payments and the private sector is feeling 
the pinch every day.” The economists said Saudi Arabia was 
this year putting a freeze on new projects, curtailing defence- 
related programmes and limiting expenditure to projects 
under implementation to 43 billion Saudi riyals (S11.4 billion). 
For banks, this means “that we - are asked to do more lending 
both to toe government and the private sector,” one banker 
said. “But the banks already have heavy investments and large 
loan portfolios, so we now have less liquidity and free money 
for clients. We will have to ration money,” be said. “I know 
every bank is faring the same thing. We have been asked by all 


'said' 'that Saudi Arabia’s Monetary Agency (SAMA), the 
kingdom’s central bank, has advised banks that they should 
reduce their lending and follow a strict policy on who to lend 
to. "The banks were advised to look very carefully at the 
clients and companies before giving a loan,” one said. 

Saudi cement flotation fully subscribed 

MANAMA (R) — A 100 million share flotation for a new 
Saudi cement company has been fully subscribed, an official 
organising toe flotation said on Wednesday. He said final 
figures were still awaited for toe offering by the Tabuk Cement 
Company, but it was clear there were bids for all the 3.742 
million shares on offer, at 100 riyals (S26.67) a share. The 
flotation closed on Tuesday. "It’s more than 100 per cent, but 
we don't have more information yet,” the official said by 
phone from Saudi Arabia. There did not appear to have been 
the heavy oversubscription that has marked many recent Saudi 
flotations. Financial sources attributed this partly to the 
current slump in the Saudi market and partly to concerns some 
investors had that expansion plans by most of Saudi Arabia’s 
cement plants may turn a current cement shortage into a 
future glut. But a company’s main concern in a public offering 
is to nave 100 per cent coverage, and the Tabuk firm 
succeeded in that. The total value of the flotation is 374.2 
million riyals ($99.8 million), founder shareholders had 
already bought 3.258 million shares worth 325.8 million riyals 
(S86.9 million). The company plans to built a plant in toe Red 
Sea dty of Duba in northwestern Saudi Arabia, with a capacity 
of 1.1 million tonnes a year. It believes it will be well-placed to 
serve the northern part of toe kingdom, and it is situated near 
some of the raw materials used in cement production. 

Iran seeks Bahraini aluminium, iron 

MANAMA (R) — A senior Iranian official is having talks in 
Bahrain on Wednesday on prospects of buying aluminium and 
iron pellets made in Bahrain for the country’s materials 
starved industry. An Iranian diplomat said Ali Shams Ardaka- 


ni, an advisor at the Iranian Ministry of Mines and Metals and 
a former Iranian oil negotiator at OPEC, arrived in Bahrain 
on Tuesday. Bahrain’s official Gulf News Agora said he 
would discuss cooperation in industry and metal affairs with 
B ahraini Development and Industry Ministry officials. The 
Iranian diplomat was more specific, saying Iran was seeking 
alumrnhnn and iron pellets, both produced locally. Aluminium 
Bahrain BSC (ALBA) is one of toe world’s largest smelters. It 
has capacity to produce 460,000 tonnes per year, though it has 
agreed to produce around 440,000 tonnes this year in order to 
support a weak global market. Iran has a small smelter but it is 
unable to meet domestic demand. The status is undear of 
work on building a major al umini um smelter in Iran in 
cooperation with toe Dubai Aluminium Company (DUBAL), 


JA’s main regional rival. The diplomat said Mr. Ardakam 
will also discuss taking some of the production of an iron pellet 
plant in Bahrain, which has capacity to make four million 
tonnes a year. The plant, opened in 1984 but shut soon 
afterwards because of insufficient clients, was bought in the 
late 1980s by Kuwait Petroleum Corporation's Gulf Industrial 
Investment Company. Iranian Heavy Industries Minister 
Mohammad Hadi Neja-Hosseinian was quoted in Iran on 
Tuesday as saying that 88 per cent of factories affiliated with 
his ministry faced a cash shortage. 

Wholesale prices up 0.2 per cent in March 

WASHINGTON (R) — A drop in oil prices limited U.S. 
wholesale prices to a modest rise in March, the government 
said Tuesday, suggesting inflation is in check for now -despite 
fears in financial markets it is set to accelerate. Tbe Labour 

its^raxhipcT pnceind«ro^^'^pcxcent.\ast , 

. ' per cent ' jumpTB Febraary.,’ when'- Mtercbltl \ 

weath et sparked' a'suigeTb' the price' of ’beating ofl and ‘other 
energy products. A gain in food prices, induding those for 
beef and vegetables, contributed to the March rise. 

Protesting farmers close national highway 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — ‘A few hundred tobacco farmers 
Tuesday cut off toe main highway from Athens to northern 
Greece, demanding that the government buy some of their 
surplus crop. Traffic police said toe highway had been cut off 
in two places near the central dty of lamia They added that 
traffic was being diverted through secondary roads and 
advised people to avoid the highway. They also reported that 
other farmers had cut off the highway from the northern port 
of Salonica towards die Bulgarian border. It was the second 
time in jnst iover week that tobacco farmers cut off highway 
traffic along the country’s main south-north route. Last week, 
they blocked all traffic for five days until the government 
agreed to review bulk prices for tobacco. Fanners also 
complained that toe government had faded to pass on 
European Union subsidies and that prices did not cover then- 
costs. About 10,000 growers produce some 17,000 tonnes of 
tobacco annually. The growers did not say bow much of their 
tobacco they expected the government to buy. The socialist 
government has said it will try to solve toe fanners’ problems 
within the framework of toe ElTs common agricultural policy, 
which binds the trading bloc’s 12 members. 

Laura Ashley executive out 

LONDON (AP) — The chief executive who showed Laura 
Ashley PLC bow to run smoothly as a public company will 
leave following a dispute over future investment strategy, the 
clothing and home furnishing retailer said Tuesday. Jim 
Maxroin, who came to Laura Ashley in September 1991 from 
Thom EMI, was on a two-year contract but the company 
would not provide details of his departure next month. Laura 
Ashley, a previously family-operated company that ran into 
problems after going public in 1985, would not elaborate on 
toe nature of the dispute that led to Maxinin’s- departure. * 
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TELL MV TEACHER TO ERINS 
THE CLASS TO OUR HOUSE 
TODAY, AND WE CAN STUDY 
HERE IN MY ROOM.. 




SHE SAID 15 IT ALL RIGHT 

TO BRING THE PRINCIPAL.™, 

AND AIL THE MEMBERS 
OF THE SCHOOL BOARD? 
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protected, said one who has a 
plant making electronic com- 
’ ponents. 

He cited aafan example the 
sudden appearance in Morocco 
of copies of a hand-held sewing 
machine invented by the U.S. 
Singer company. 

“They are being sold here 
for 10 each. In Europe the 
proprietory brand costs five 
times that When the guy 
selling them on the street gets a 
commission, his supplier 
makes a profit, and they are 
shipped thousands of 
kilometres from China, you 
wonder how anyone could 
possibly compete. 

"Moroccans don’t make 
sewing machines — yet — but 
this is toe land of problem that 
concerns everyone, in tins case 
particularly the United 
States,” he said. 



Spend a week in one of 20 exciting destinations in Europe for as little as 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY APRIL 14, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Schedule your time and activities 
well so that you can accomplish 
the great deal you have planned 
as"Mars changes signs to Aries 
mod ayic affairs move to #je head 
V of 'your ag«)dai!.RputHie^di«ke| 
' will hive'-tq. wait ' .. vL [•: Jj 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Contact a financial expert for 
advice you need. A cherished 
longing can be realised today. 
Avoid extravagance in all dang 
which you participate in at this 
time. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A fine day for seeing an influen- 
tial penon who can help you in f 
new project you have in mind. 
Hunk constructively in way to 
get it done. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You have fine ideas that should 
be pot in operation at tins time. 
Study a new outlet that could 
give you and family added in- 
come for the future. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You are now able to find 
a better way for hamfirng both 
business and personal affairs. 
Steer dear of trouble by all 
means at this time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be 
more aware of current trends and 
be more progressive. Obtain the 
information you need from the 
righ t sour ces and you will be very 
successful. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 


ber 22) You can get much done 
now by using modem methods. 
Come to a better accord with 

fellow Mid maintain 

. the same level of good health. 

vIJBRAi-(Sep tem b ci -23 ter' Octo- ■ 
~ ■' ycmr -udents'to 

'attention of ftase^Wbo raja help; 
you the most. Don't let an 
opportunity which you desire get 
away from you now. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You can now 
come to a better understanding 
' with family members and in- 
crease h ap piness. Be mare opti- 
mistic about the future. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Have a talk 
with associaties and dear up any 
mi g qnd eratanding. Show more 
devotion for the loved ones with- 
in your immediate family. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Study your monetary 
affairs and do whatever will im- 
prove them. Establish more har- 
mony with family members and 
you wiD have much happiness. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Showing fine ability 
at personal matters is wise, and 
this automatically helps you do 
better in business activities you 
are involved in. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Become more attuned to 
current trends and systems and 
make defter plans for the future, 
use extreme care wfafle in mo- 
tions or in your vehicle. 


Banks to merge in Oman 

MUSCAT, Oman (AP) — Oman Arab Bank and Omani 
European Bank will merge Saturday, marking the' third 
merger in toe sultanate’s history. The merger, in line with ^ 
government directives to strengthen Oman's banking sector, 
‘was finalised late Tuesday in a signing ceremony attended by 
journalists. It wQl come into force Saturday and the new bank 
will continue to be called Oman Arab Bank. 

. According to .the agreement, all.Quiaiii European Bank 
■ • ■ ■ -shareholders will become, shareholders oL Oman Arab Bank. . 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY APRIL 15, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

Even though there are no exact 
aspects today you can still accom- 
plish a lot of routine activity as 
tong as you don’t try to effect any 
drastic changes. Expect to hear 
from a voice from the past. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Be more willing to listen to the 
problems of others instead of 
concentrating too much on your 
own. Strive to be successful in 
any area you are involved m. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Find better and more modem 
methods of handling regular 
routines. Be sore that credit 
affairs are we& handled by you at 
this time. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Show more appreciation to 

a ssoc ia te s and gam their added 
cooperation. Don't spend more 
money than you can afford on ' 
any hems you purchase. 

MOON CHILDREN-. (June 22 to 
July 21) Think out how best to 
handle business respr wfy iiitia t 
before making plans for recrea- 
tion. Be wary of outskfcn you do 
not know. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be . 
sure to keep promises you have 
made to associates and yon gain 
added goodwill. Take no asks 
with your reputation now in any 
form. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You can handle money 
affairs well after you have discus- 


sed diem with associates. Social 
activities bring happiness in die 
ev enin g to you today. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Study the most direct way 
to gain the support of a higher- 
up. Take time for the kind of 
- social life that brings fine be- 
nefits to you at this tune. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Express new ideas 
that will help you get ahead in 
career matters. An unexpected 
opportunity come your way now, 
take advantage of it im- 
m ediately. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You are able to 
take cue of as important civic 
matter as this time. Establish 
more harmony with family mem- 
bers and be very happy, 

.CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
'.'January 20) Study your duties 
.. well and do them to the satisfac- 
tion of higher-up*. Don’t take 
any risks at tins tome which could 
get you into trouble. 

AQUARIUS: 

February 19) 

hmufliag pwjyttt affair * |nrf la- 
. ter you can handle business mat- 
tes wisely. Be poised to react to 
-any sitution. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Contact the right p e nom 
who can help you advance m 
your fine of e n dea v ou r . Use cor- 
rect methods to solve a problem 
and get the recognition you de- 
serve. 


(January 21 to 
’ — ! is best for 


.•i'. r .E . . : — • - j 

I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I® by Henri Arnold and MBte Angtrion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


MOBOL 


~TJT 



NC 

BYGAG 


LX t 




F?l 


LEE 


JJ 



CLEFEE 


_u_ 

J_ 


COMWNe CUBICAL 
AND POPULAR MUSIC- 
AND YOU GET THIS. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


Jumbles SHOWY 
Answer: 


CHICK LEAVEN GARISH 


How the hot dog vendor handled his job — 
WITH "RELISH" 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Betty Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
i Lively 
5 SweBng 
10 Perform et 
home plate 
IS Heim portion 

14 Katmandu's 
land 

15 Melange 

17 Swenson/Hof- 
denHm 
20 SetMsteem 

21 Makes doffes 

22 Designated 

23 San — Obispo 

24 cars 

25 Sat upon 

29 Uka sad eyes 

30 Friendly teB? 
si Rich cake 
32 Beflpoint fluid 
35 Michael Landon 

TV series 

39Ceaip.pt 

40 T>ee with 
fluttering leaves 

41 Lice a day In 
June? 

42 Combos 

43 SmaM fish 
45 Buddhist 

structural 

48 Byway 

49 Day's march 

50 Crosby 

51 Good deed 
doatxsbbr. 

S4 Hedonistic way 
53 Dover flah 
59 "Remember 
the — T 
So AsjTtaaui’e 
waterfront 
B1 Russian Empire 
paftsbbr. 

62 Mangle 
S3 Microbe 

DOWN 

t MSS enclosure 

IS?** 

3 City on the 
Truckee 

4 OX 

5 Involve 

6 Rad Me items 

7 Lttonry wort 



®MWlt»uns 

MHVe r t mvu 


B Half a Kenyan? 
9 Everything 

10 Mme. Emma — 

11 Poplar 

12 Weary 

18 Ends' partner 
18 Neodteeasa 
1®Majn course 

23 Skamy board 

24 Wading bird 

25 Swom word 

j” Painfully 

SSUST** 

■•■Boning 

watchman 

MB^eompoMr 

^ ■roWBfKHJ 

msldancas 


yesterday's PuqfaSohmd- 


nnnm nnc 

iinnrj r4t-;L 


rorinranrlri 

mm 

onnnnon 


nnm fan 


44 J»>e Gloomy 
Doan" ' 

45 QarbUs 

46 Musfcetaer 

47 Highlander* 


53 s*"* 1 ®* 

55 GrQmnn 






Economy 



New Yank 
ClOA C 
I 2/4/94 


1.4760 


Tokyo 

Clate. 

13/4/94 


Dnilscfae Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Curreny Unit 


“ LSD Frr STC 

“ Em»pcs« Opadae M MO «jn. GMT 
U ireciimmy Intm t e«im 


CnraK}> 


U-S. Dollar 


SterEng Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 



5.8700 


103.64 


1 . 7281 


7 . 7282** 


13/4/1994 


3.5000 

3.7500 

4.0600 

PRi-rrfl 

4.7500 

4.9400 

5.1300 

5.4400 ' 

5.5600 

5.4400 

5.3/00 

5.1300 

3.9400 

3 .6800 

3.6100 

3.7500 

5.9400 

5.6600 

5.6100 

5.7500 

1.0600 \ 

2.0600 , 

2. 1300 

1.3600 | 

6.1600 

6.1200 

6.0300 

5-9300 


taurbnk bfcf rat* tar wwab emcdbi I'i (Mbn 1 - 088.00 0 or iquimfc ai. 



Cantnl Bank of 


DM** 13/4/19.94 


USD/Oz JD/Cm 


5.33 I 0.730 


13/4/1994 



Otter CnrreocSaa 


13/4/1994 


Offer 



LONDON EXCHANGE BATES 


are the buying and selling rates for 


WUIIU LUllKMvi™ -"-a * , 

London Foreign Exchange and 


U.S. S1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3750/& 

1.7164/74 

1.9262/72 

1.4440/50 

35.32/36 

5.8680/30 

1637.2/8.7 

103.50/60 

7.9000/00 

7.4310/60 

6.7160/10 

$1.4745/55 

$379.00/379-40 


i • r y. t » 1 


bullion markets Wednes- 


Cattadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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All but four banks agree on Euro Disney rescue plan 


Financial 

Jordan Times 

A 

Markets 

in co-opentitm with 


Cairo Amman Bank 


UJS. Dollar in Inunutioiui Markets 



PARIS ( AP) — Virtually all of 
Euro Disney's creditor banks 
have agreed to sign a restructu- 
ring plan readied last month to 
ball out hs ailing American 
theme park, banking sources 
said Tuesday. 

Only four banks, all 
Japanese, of the 61 creditor 
banks have not endorsed the 
plan to bail out the operator of 
Euro Disneyland, the sources 
said. 

Euro Disneyland celebrated 
its second aonrversary Tuesday 
in grim financial straits doe to 
low spending by visitors and 
low hotel occupancy. 

Nevertheless the reluctance 
by the holdouts, who were not 
identified, shouldn’t hinder the 
implementation of Euro Dis- 
ney’s rescue plan, said the 
sources, who would not be 
further identified. 

Tire bailout plan was. 
reached last month as an 
emergency measure for Euro 
Disney, which lost 53 billion 
francs ($930 million) for 1992- 
93. 

The 57 creditor banks who 
will sign the final restructuring 
plan have agreed not to seek 
interest and principal pay- 
ments while they work out the 
details with Waft Disney. Euro 
Disney's U.S. parent. 

The 57 banks bold 14 billion 
francs (S2.5 trillion) of Euro 
Disney's total debt of 20 billion 
francs (S3 3 billion). 

The Japanese banks “are not 
agreeing to sign, but they are 
not going to sue Disney either” 
for payments owed on interest 
and principal, a source from 
one of the major Euro Disney 
creditor banks said. 


Representatives from a com- 
mittee that negotiated the res- 
cue deal met with the Japanese 
banks in Tokyo last week and 
in Paris on Monday in an 
attempt to resolve issues being 
raised by the Japanese banks. 

The committee of nine 
banks is led by France’s Ban- 
que Nationale de Paris and 
Banque Indosuez. 

While the final details of the 
restructuring are still being 
negotiated between the banks 
and Walt Disney, the sources 
also said that Walt Disney will 
continue to financially support 
Euro Disney “for the tune 
being." 

Walt Disney, which owns 49 ■ 
per cent of Euro Disney, had 
said last autumn it would finan- 
cially carry Euro Disney 
through March 31. Banking 
sources, though, said Walt Dis- 
ney will extend that period for 
a few weeks until a final plan is 
reached. 

Among the restructuring 
moves, Walt Disney will foregp 
licensing and management fees 
from Euro Disney for five 
years. For another five years 
beyond that, the parent will 
receive licensing fees at 50 per 
cent the contractual rate and 
management fees at 1 per cent 
of revenues. 

Walt Disney also will buy 1.4 
trillion francs ($245 million) 
worth of assets from Euro Dis- 
ney and lease them back on 
favourable terms. 

The banks, meanwhile, have 
agreed to abandon claims on 
1.6 billion francs ($280 million) 
in interest payments and defer . 
payments on loan principal for 
three years. 


. i 



Asia’s economic boom 
outshines rest of the world 

MANILA (R) — Asia's boom- gemaut, the problems of the 


f r r^£ 





% 


.if. * 



Mickey Mouse welcomes Tuesday ‘Marsupflami', a 
character by the author of the Spiroa comics, Robert 
Vdter, on the first anniversary of Euro Disneyland in 
suburban Marne-la-VaU6e (AFP photo)' 


mg economies are set to grow 
rapidly despite a relative slow- 
down in China and will drama- 
tically outpace the rest of the 
world in the next two years, 
the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) said on Tuesday. 

The Manila-based bank 
forecast .Asia’s developing na- 
tions would grow 7.2 per cent 
in both 1994 and 1995, while 
world growth would be only 
l.S per cent this year and three 
per cent in 1995. 

Asian growth was 7.4 per 
cent las: year, compared with 
the world’s 0.6 per cent. 

“It’s business as usual,” 
ADB .Assistant Chief Econom- 
ist J. Malcolm Dowling told a 
news conference in Paris to 
present the annual develop- 
ment outlook. 

But the ADB warned that 
rhe global recovery could be 
weak as a result of efforts by 
Germany and the United 
States to reduce their inde- 
btedness and the failure of 
Japanese consumer demand to 
respond to fiscal stimulus. 

“While the worst pan of the 
recession in Europe and Japan 
may be over and a return to 
positive growth is anticipated, 
continued poor performance 
until the end of 1993 has re- 
duced the likelihood that the 
revival will be strong.” it said. 

Despite that, the anaemic 
revival in industrial economies 
led by the United States should 
benefit developing countries 
by raising commodity prices 
and sucking in imports. 

For the Asian economic jug- 


gernaut, (he problems of the 
rest of the world appear re- 
mote. 

The ADB praises Asia's 
governments for sustaining 
their high performance 
through economic reform and 
pursuing generally sound and 
outward-looking policies. 

China's economic growth, 
which led the world last year 
with gross domestic product 
(GDP) up 13.4 per cent, a 
likely to slow- to 10 per cent this 
year and nine per cent in 1995 
following Beijing's efforts to 
prevent inflation going out of 
control. 

”1 don’t think any economy 
can sustain a growth rate of 
over 13 per cent for a pro- 
longed period of lime." Mr. 
Dowling said, 

The report said China’s abil- 
ity to maintain a stable, nun- 
infiationary climate would be __ 
crucial to its success. 

“For the next two years, 
money supply and bank credit 
should be tightly controlled to 
help prevent economic over- 
heating." 

Following China’s dramatic, 
expansion in the last three 
years, the ADB said the next 
country to watch was India, 

With fun her economic re- 
form and liberalisation, the 
traditionally poverty-stricken 
economies of south Asia could 
easily achieve the growth rates 
of the rest of Asia. 

Growth has spawned a grow, 
ing middle class but Asia's 
success hides the largest con- 
centration of poor in the 
world. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACK MG. AM FREIGH1 
FORMMtOMG. DOOR -to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
q.EAHAN^tTtCKErS 



Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


AMIN KAMAR8 

IL 

.SONS 


e 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
fcntshecF; =•••=-<• 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


Rozern Inn 



L 


Hommage a Amman 
...a tribute to tradition, 
culture and heritage ... 

the in-place to be ! 


Tel . 613572 / 630571 Fax.630572 Jabal Amman.2nd Circle 


RESTAURANT 


Re:il Chinese Cuisine 
and Greni F;ir Eastern 
Atmosphere . 

' Open- for Lunch & ■ 

1 Dinner 6 days 
a week 


Nli SfiQ&s pub 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
3re always 1 J.D. Each 



IIAROTEL 

tl-s2«|l|l= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 ■ 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates end 
Businessmen 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbsque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:110-3:30 
p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight . 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 



12 am -V. Late 


LTTT 

ismtccviisisto. 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

is! Circle Jaoai Amman, near 
Ahltyyah Girts School 

Taka away Is avattaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 



SELECT HOTEL 


© Superior Hotel Services Tor 

Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 



Jabal A1 Webdeh/Tel.637101/637102 


La vie Seautu 
center 

for Facial cleansing. Massage, 
Sagaring, Waxing f/aH Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We bu the best French Cosmetic* 


femand aubry 


; Reservation & Information 
UmUthainah - Tel.: 661217 



SOLE IMM L TWAIN A 
AMMAN THE S 15987 




DetodVSasaod Apartments 
in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 
SAN ABLE REAL ESTATE 
TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 


Thf. Best In 
Indian Cusine. 

A 

Bi/Marq 

Oi l S Kok I. (. veil vV l)iv\|k V| 
For re»ervAlion* 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 

our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

stem 30% larger 

* From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmetsani - Opp. Grindlavs 
Bank. Phone: 6M042 
Swefich tel: S23891 


AL-FUHIES. TOURS 

GD 

1 ....n ^ J -k'aJl 

AMneTtckets, Hotel Reservation's 
Groups Discount prices 


Lebanon. Syria , Turkey . Eygpl . 
Iraq .'Cyprus , Bangkok . Bateya 


MAN OFFICE AL-FUHES 
TeL: 72D887- Fax:72D8S7 
BRANCH: AL- ABDALU 
Tst: 619551/2/3- Fac:6195S3 


TALK OF THE TOWN 




Open nightly 
From fctt P.IL to Ail. 
TuMday dosed 

Td : 6852J I Fax: 617779 
Middle Exit Hotel - Shmetsani 


SZEEHWAN BARBERS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Odnea Foods 
Skfflod Chines* Owfs 


Opes II JO ■ LX CMC- MiJatfbl 


Takes away is available 

Shar Al-Arab Street 
Urn unnrun Commercial Centre 

ToIj 861174 
Cnee lasted AtwaysLcvcd 


Household 
Appliances For 
Even ; Home 


\'C(tuiu Cleaners. Washing 

Machines Refnwrai. ts. Freezers. 
Dish Washers. Water Purifiers... 
a choice of 

Duty Paid / Duty Free 

ffi Electrolux 


SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 


I DAEWOO I 


We have all types of 
Electrical home appliances 
T.V., W.M. Ref., Audios, V.C.. 
T.V. with video. Fax. Pianos 

& DUTY FREE & 

a wwo bwwo 

Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 696190/1/2 
Fax: (9626) 696193 


Amman - Jordan 


[Jbwfo j 

V ' n s / 
Restaurant Tapes 

rj* e/teert 

.Ichk'l Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. ol An t»l 



2S 699-420 


r* w' Roslourant 
You Know 

Our PizzAS&Sandwicbes 
■NowTrnThe 

Italian Pasta 

THtfcut* Way 

Spagheili 

Prnnc 

0 - = - Frttuccme jj 

, Prapwvd to tou Aunt Bmta jl 

mcradtanu 

I.L Fat TtejtViw Jj 


Fritucone 
Pnpwvd to you ftnt 
mcradtanu 
Hot TteAWa* 
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drops bombshell by 
manding talks on poll date 


JOHANNESBURG ( R) — 
oulu leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi dropped a bombshell 
in the Ian of South Africa's 
foreign mediators Wednesday, 
demanding the date for the 
first all-race elections be put on 
the agenda. 

Mr. Bulhclezi. who is 
boycotting the April 26-2S 
elections in support of his de- 
mand for virtual Zulu auton- 
omy accused the government 
2nd his ANC rivals of conspir- 
ing to prevent mediators from 
ruling on possible changes to 
the date. 

“This is creating an insur- 
mountable problem, li means 
that there is no possibility that 
on acceptable mediation could 
he concluded on its own 
merit." Mr. Buthelczi told re- 
porters in Johannesburg. 

"It is putting the cart before 
the horse. Our initial agree- 
ment with the ANC was that 
the issue of an election date 
could be discussed," said the 
tnkatha Freedom Party leader, 
drawing a swift response from 
ANC spokesman Ronnie 
Mamoepa. who said the elec- 
tion date was never up for 
discussion. 

“That date has always been 
known... the question of post- 
ponement of the election was 
never intended to be part of 
this mediation... That date is 


cast in stone," Mr. Mamoepa 
said. 

One senior ANC official ac- 
cused Mr. Burhelezi of “throw- 
ing his toys out of the cot." 

Government,- ANC and In- 
katha negotiators were due to 
meet in Pretoria later Wednes- 
day to try to resolve the appa- 
rent impasse. It was unclear 
whether the main mediation 
effort, due to begin at a remote 
corporate retreat later in the 
day. would take place as plan- 
ned. 

President F.W. De Klerk 
and the cabinet were holding 
their regular weekly session in 
Pretoria. 

African National Congress 
leader Nelson Mandela said 
earlier Wednesday there was 
no question that international 
mediation could lead to a delay 
in the elections ending more 
than three centuries of white 
domination in South Africa. 

“The date of the election is 
not on rhe agenda in this case." 
Mr. Mandela told reporters 
after informal talks with lead- 
ing mediators Lord Carrington 
and Henry Kissinger. 

Dr. Kissinger, a former U.S. 
secretary of state, reinforced 
that message, saying it would 
be “totally inappropriate" for 
foreign mediators to consider 
delaying what he referred to as 
the date for freedom for South 


Africa. 

“The date of the election is 
not a subject on which media- 
tion can take place." Dr. Kis- 
singer said after the meeting in 
a luxurious house behind high 
barbed-wire protected walls in 
a wealthy Johannesburg sub- 
urb. 

Dr. Kissinger and Lord Car- 
rington, a former British fore- 
ign secretary who brokered the 
transition from white rule in 
Rhodesia to independent Zim- 
babwe. head a seven-strong 
team of mediators called in a 
late bid to draw Inkatha into 
the transition. 

Lord Carrington expressed 
frustration the mediators had 
yet to get a clear mandate, 
saying: '“It’s clear that- the 
mediators can't mediate if 
there isn't agreement between 
the three parties on what they 
are mediating about.” 

Mediation coordinators said 
the election date was not 
among terms of reference pre- 
viously agreed by the main 
parties. 

Mr. Buthelezi. who wants 
virtual self-rule in the Zulu 
heartland of Kwazulu-Natai, is 
demanding that South Africa's 
interim constitution be 
changed to allow greater re- 
gional autonomy. 

His hardline stance added to 
the enormous problems faced 


by the mediators who are 
trying to break the political 
deadlock threatening more 
violence ahead of the elec- 
tions. 

In one of the worst 
politically-linked attacks since 
a state of emergency was de- 
clared in Mr. Buthelezi's Kwa- 
Zulu homeland and surround- 
ing Natal province on March 
31 seven people distributing 
election literature were burned 
and hacked to death late Mon- 
day. Police, who discovered 
their bodies Tuesday, have 
arrested six suspects. 

Police said a further nine 
people died in political vio- 
lence in Kwazulu-Natai over- 
night, bringing to 193 the death 
toll in political violence there 
since the region was clamped 
under a state of emergency to 
prevent election bloodshed. 

ANC and government offi- 
cials said privately they held 
out little hope for success from 
the mediation, which mil cover 
ground already exhaustively 
debated by the three sides. 

President De Klerk said 
Tuesday after a meeting with 
international mediators that 
logistical problems virtually 
ruled out participation by the 
Inkatha Freedom Party in elec- 
tions in two weeks. 


Ukraine, 
Russia try 
to defuse 
Biack Sea 
dispute 


KIEV (API — Top officials 
•{rom Russia and Ukraine 
‘♦ailed Tuesday to resolve a 
conflict o\ er control of the 
Black Sea Fleet and the 
takeover of a naval base in 
Odessa, both, sides said. 

A high-level Russian delega- 
tion .flew back to Moscow with- 
out signing a hoped-for agree-, 
meat on an issue that threatens’ 
to widen the political gap be- 
tween the two former Soviet 
republics. 

In talks involving military 
leaders from hoth countries. 
Ukraine rejected Moscow's re- 
uue>t to re-form the fleet divi- 
>:«•!! that it said Monday was 
being disbanded and absorbed 
into 'the Ukrainian navy. 

The Black Sea Fleet is joint- 
ly i.iuncd b\ Russia and 
Ukraine, although a majority 
•>i ith oiliccrN and tailors are 
Russian. 

"Those who violate the law 
cannot he allowed to serve in 
Ukraine.” Maj. Gen. Volody- 
m\r Petcnko. chief military 
adnser to President Leonid 
kra\ chuk . told the Association 
Press In telephone Tuesday 
riishi 

Russs,: Mond.ii charged 
L .r.nnc iush storming the 
Odessa base, beating civilians 
md .irrestine three officers. 
L s.r-iine acknowledged taking 
over the facility but denied 
a*>ing violence, accusing Mos- 
iVu oi Nine. 

.* Tiv incident began Friday 
-Alien a Russiaa-conlrol- 
V •.! r e seal c h s h i p . t h e 
Che SO.. 1 * * * * * a took navigational 
■jq.unincnt from the Ukrainian 
■'or: V'dess.i to fleet head- 

<Vi »tvM% ::: Sew.-topol. 
i l r.rai.,ian Border Guards 
Vied to prove::! the ship from 
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• ; :i Si.no.ii. Ukrainian 
!••>>!. user the Odessa 
J \ .rr: i t rested three officers 
c : \:rgcs -heft. All were 
I.::-.: ■vi.-asod after Russian 
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'll 0:.',. Teienko estimated that 
>”s r.vne's per cent portion 
£• die .V’-siup fleer is worth 
*3 1 T Piliios: and suggested that 
^ might want to sell 

>>.ne vi i*s share to Russia to 
■Cep?.;, ■.itfbis for natural gas. 

I- I:i M-. sc-.Hi. Russia's natural 

e.i- e-'nir-.n -. Gazprom and the 

1 kr.'u::;:n government agreed 
i ■ae'-Jav vn a schedule for re- 

paying Ukraine's 5600-million 

deot t»*r Russian gas. Gazprom 
had Cii: siiipmer.es for a month 
m Ferruarv to force Ukraine 

to ray its "debts, which then 
>;* i>i ai more than $700 mil- 
lion. 

Ukraine pledged to repay 
the remaining debt by the end 
cl June — half in cash and. the 
rest in pipeline eciupm 
-.I'Utha 


Hata called a leader in 
Japanese premier stakes 


TOKYO (R) — Foreign Minis- 
ter Tsutomu Hata emerged 
Wednesday as a leading candi- 
date to become Japan’s next 
prime minister, although the 
fractious ruling coalition failed 
to make a clear-cut decision 
after five days of debate. 

Coalition strategist Icbiro 
Ozawa, meeting reporters af- 
ter the latest session, said part- 
ners in the eight-month-old 
alliance needed to iron out 
policy differences before de- 
ciding who replaces Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa. 

"I don’t know who has said 
(Hata is a frontrunner), but we 
have never discussed such a 
thing," he said. 

But another coalition leader, 
who at first opposed Mr. 
Hata’s candidacy, said 
Wednesday the foreign minis- 
ter had emerged as a top candi- 
date to take over from Mr. 
Hosokawa. 

“Hata is the top candidate to 


succeed as prime minister." 
DSP chief Keigo Ouchi told 
reporters. 

Mr. Ozawa, co-leader along 
with Mr. Hata of the influen- 
tial Shinseito (Renewal Party), 
cited tax reform, deregulation 
and a new policy towards 
North Korea and its suspected 
nuclear weapons programme 
as key polity issues that re- 
quired clarification. 

“Before deciding on the sus- 
tainability of the framework, 
we must discuss how we should 
consider problems... and reach 
at least a rough agreement on 
these issues," he' saidTr;.;!; 

Mr. Ozawa advocates' intro- 
ducing a new sales tax and 
taking a tougher stand over 
North Korea, two issues that 
could test the coalition's unity 
unless a policy fine is first 
established. 

The Socialist Party, which 
had threatened to leave the 
alliance over previous polity 



Tsutomu Hata 

feuds, opposes a new tax and 
favours dialogue to resolve the 
Noith‘3£orean> ^crisis. 

Mr. Ozawardid say the feet 
that the diverse coalition — 
conservatives, centrists and 
leftwingers — was continuing 
to bold talks indicated it would 
probably remain united. 

“I think it would be good to 
sustain the present coalition 
framework as a result of (our 
negotiations)," he said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



Rutskoi may stand in presidential poll 

ROME (R) — Former Russian Vice-President Alexander 
Rutskoi, who tried to seize power in an uprising last October, 
said Wednesday that he may stand in presidential elections 
due in 1996. Mr. Rutskoi, who launched the uprising against 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin on Oct. 3, said the Popular 
Party of Free Russia of which he is the chairman would meet 
next month to prepare for the polls. “If the party proposes me, 

I will (stand)." he was quoted as saying in an interview with La 
Rcpubblica newspaper. Mr. Rutskoi was released from prison 
in February, where he had been held since the uprising against 
what he said was in illegal dictatorship. He blasted Russia’s 
new constitution introduced last year, saying it was imposed by 
force. “I don’t recognise it. How can you recognise a 
constitution that was voted on by a minority of voters after 
shots were fired on parliament?." he told La Repubblica. 
Almost 150 people were killed in two days of fighting between 
forces loyal to Mr. Yeltsin and the rebels, led by Mr. Rutskoi 
and Parliament Chairman Ruslan Khasbulatov. Mr. Rutskoi 
and Mr. Yeltsin were elected on a joint ticket in June 1991, but 
their relations deteriorated swiftly up to last October's armed 
confrontation. 

Greece, Albania expel diplomats 

ATHENS (AP) — Greece and Albania each expelled a 
diplomat after an Albanian claim that Greek troops crossed 
the border and attacked a military base. “The Greek 
government expresses its grief over these developments for 
which the Albanian side is solely responsible," a Foreign 
Ministry statement said. The statement came after Albania 
said it had given the Greek consul in Gjinokaster, Christos 
lakovou, 48 hours to leave the country. Albania said it decided 
to expel the diplomat after charging that a unit of six of seven 
men dressed in Greek uniforms allegedly crossed four 
kilometres (2.5 miles) into Albanian teiritory Sunday and 
opened fire on a barracks in a military training centre. It said 
two soldiers were killed in the incident. Greece refused to 
accept what it described as an “unsubstantiated accusation” 
and branded the charge a provocation. “Greece does not have 
to answer for an event in which it has no involvement.”- 
Foreign Undersecretary George Papandreou said shortly 
before the expulsions were announced. He added that Greece 
had no reason to upset its relations with Albania. 

Group warns against Russian travel 

WASHINGTON (R) — An airline passenger group warned its 
members in a safety alert Wednesday not to fly in or over any 
part of Russia or any pan of the former Soviet Union, even on 
top Western airlines. “The aviation problems m the former 
Soviet Union are across the board,” said International Airline 
Passengers Association’s executive director David Stempier. 
He cited “overloaded airplanes, lack of cockpit discipline, 
pilot error, ageing aircraft and even missiles fired at civilian 
airliners in areas of political instability- ’ Mr. Stempier said the 
warning, in the IAPA’s April Travel Safety Alert newsletter, 
was the first such broad warning about any country or group of 
countries. The LAP A told its some 110,00) members that 
procedures taken for granted in foe United States, such as 
aircraft safety inspections and regular maintenance and 
renewal of pilot proficiency are vinuaUy iwneiMten t m dw 
countries of the former Soviet Union. Added to this, Mr. 
Stempier said, "is a high risk of hijacking, severe winter 
weather, airline and government corruption and, worst of all, 
an inadequate and decaying air traffic infrastructure. 


EU takes 
Greece to 
court over 
Macedonia 

BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Commission (EU) con- 
firmed Wednesday it was tak- 
ing member state Greece be- 
fore the European Court of 
Justice over Athens’ embargo 
against the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, A 
commission spokesman said. 

The commission, the Euro- 
pean Union's executive, had 
given Greece a week to reopen 
its port of Salonika to Macedo- 
nia or face a court challenge. 

“The Commission... con- 
firmed foe decision it made last 
week,” foe spokesman told a 
news conference. 

Greece, which believes the 
landlocked former Yugoslav 
republic has expansionist aims 
on its own region of Macedo- 
nia , closed Salonika to 
Macedonian trade on Feb. 16. 



Inkath a Freedom Party (IFP) leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi (centre) poses with former U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Henry Kissinger (right) and fanner 
British Foreign Secretary Lord Peter Carrington, 


A seven-member international delegation is to 
mediate between IFP and the African National 
rv»ngr«»g« s m disputes that threaten the South 
Afrfam elections (AFP photo) 


Karadzic: Serbs to treat U.N. as hostile 


BELGRADE (R) — Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karadzic 
said Wednesday that Serbs 
would treat U.N. 'peacekeep- 
ing forces as a potentially hos- 
tile force after NATO jets 
bombed Serb positions around 
Gorazde in eastern Bosnia. 

Mr. Karadzic, in a letter to 
foe United Nations Secretary 
General, reiterated the suspen- 
sion of Serb relations with the 
U.N. Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR), announced Sun- 
day after NATO carried out 
the first of two air raids against 
Serb forces besieging the 
U.N.-designated “safe haven" 
of Gorazde. 

“All our agreements so far, 
and our good manners which 
we displayed out of our trust in 
you, are now a thing of the 
past, since we are forced to 
regard the behaviour of UN- 
PROFOR as a potentially hos- 
tile force," Mr. Karadzic wrote 
in a letter to U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali. 

Britain's Lieutenant-Gener- 
al Sir Michael Rose, U.N. 
commander in Bosnia, ordered 
air strikes against Serb forces 
after they ignored warnings to 
stop shelling attacks on the 
Muslim pocket. U.N. officials 
said the shelling endangered 
foe lives of U.N. personnel! 
there. _ ■ ■ 

General Ratko Mladic," the! 
Bosnian Serb army comman- 
der, said Tuesday any NATO 
planes over Gorazde would be 
shot down. 

“Excellency, after foe bom- 
bardment which cannot be ex- 
plained in terms any other than 
taking part in foe civil war on 
the side of the Muslims, our 
relations can never be the same 
as before,” Mr. Karadzic 
added. 

Following the two air raids • 
Sunday and Monday, Bosnian 
Serbs have blocked all U.N. 
traffic in Serb-held areas and 
put about 40 United Nations 
military observers under house 
arrest. 


“You will understand that 
we can no longer cooperate 
with this UNPROFOR com- 
mand which ordered the bom- 
bardment. You will also under- 
stand our increased caution 
with regard to UNPROFOR 
movements and the materials it 
transports," Mr. Karadzic 
said. 

Russia said Wednesday that 
NATO air strikes had seriously 
worsened the situation in Bos- 
nia and suggested Western 
leaders could now be tempted 
to resort more easily to force in 
world affairs. 

A Foreign Ministry state- 
ment called for an end to what 
it termed “provocative" ac- 
tions by all sides in foe conflict 
around the U.N.-- designated 
safe zone of Gorazde. “The 
international community must 
now save the situation,” it 
said. 

“What worries us is that 
declarations in support of force 
in Gorazde on foe pan of many 
leaders in foe West could lead 
to recourse to force in Bos- 
nian, and generally, in world 
affairs,” the statement, pub- 
lished by foe official ITAR- 
TASS news agency, said. 

It said any use of air power 
in Bosnia-, should be coordin- 
ated in -advance between the 
U.N. .-SfeCretary-general 'and 
Security Council members. 

The statement cited reports, 
.without identifying them, that 
NATO was planning further 
“ultimatums" against Bosnian 
Serbs, bypassing the authority • 
of foe United Nations. 

“We do not accept this, 
path," it said. “We appeal to 
all sides to refrain from any 
provocative actions.” 

• Russian peace envoy Vitaly 
Churkin said Wednesday he 
had won an apparent commit- 
ment from the Bosnian Serbs 
to stop their offensive against 
foe Muslim pocket of Gorazde. 

“I think I’ve got a commit- 
ment from the Serbs that ft’s 


not their intention to resume 
fighting," Mr. Churkin said in 
Sarajevo after meeting U.N. 
force commanders, U.S. peace 
emissary Charles Redman and 
international peace mediators 
Lord Owen and Thorvald Stol- 
tenberg. 

“There is no fighting and 
shelving in Gorazde now,” 
said Mr. Churkin on a shuttle 
diplomacy mission between the 
Setts, foe Muslims and foe 
United Nations in Sarajevo. 

NATO said Wednesday it 
was prepared to launch more 
air strikes in Bosnia if asked by 
the United Nations, despite 
Russia’s objections and worse- 
ning) relations between the 
Serfrs and U.N. forces on foe 
ground. 

“NATO remains prepared 
to provide close air support in 
case of any further attacks 
against UNPROFOR (U.N. 
forces) in the performance of 
its overall mandate," a spokes- 
man said after a meeting of 
allied ambassadors in Bmssels. 

In Washington, President 
Bill Clinton has applauded foe 
“veiy aggressive view" taken 
by British lieutenant General 
Michael Rose, commander of 
foe U.N. Protection Force, of 
his role in Bosnia. 

“Every time we have been 
firm," Mr. Clinton told repor- 
ters “it’s been a winner for foe 
peace process, and I think it* 
will be here" in NATO milit- 
ary action against Serb forces' 
besieging the U.N. safe haven 
of Gorazde. 

Meanwhile, a U.N. official 
said Wednesday the United' 
Nations plans to resume aid 
convoys in Bosnia this week. 

Convoy operations were sus- 
pended after NATO warplanes 
bombed Bosnian Serb forces 
attacking Gorazde. 

Peter Kessler, spokesman in 
Zagreb for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 
told Reuters that foe aid agen- 
cy hoped to get foe convoys 
moving Friday. 


U.K.: No compromise with Sinn Fein 


NEW YORK (R) — Britain's 
minister for Nonhero Ireland 
said Tuesday that the political 
wing of foe Irish Republican 
Army must renounce violence 
before it can take part in talks 
on the province's future. 

Speaking to the Foreign 
Polity Association, a private 
New York group. Sir Patrick 


Mayhew offered no comprom- 
ise to break the deadlock with 
Sinn Fein, the IRA’s political 
wing, over an Anglo-Irish plan 
to bring peace to foe region. 

The IRA has refused to end 
its 25-year guerrilla war against 
British rule of Northern Ire- 
land, pending demands from 
Sinn Fein for talks to clarify 
the plan. 

But Sir Patrick repeated 
British statements that the vio- 


lence must ’stop first. He said 
another temporary ceasefire, 
similar to one that ended last 
week, would not be enough. 
“Even an indefinite ceasefire is 
not enough. It has to be a, 
oennanent cessation,” Sir Pat- 
rick said. 

He also said that, despite its 
statements on the need for 
clarifications, Sinn Fein has 
refused to say what specific 
portion of foe accord, known 
as foe Downing Street Dec- 
laration, that it wanted clar- 
ified. 

Sir Patrick spoke at the same 
New York hotel where Sinn 
Fein leader Gerry Adams had 
met with hundreds of cheering 
supporters this year. 

Sir Patrick said Mr. Adams 
represented a small fraction of 


people. 

no illusion, Mr. Adams is no 
Nelson Mandela. The Irish Re- 
publican Army are not the 
legitimate representatives of 
Irish people north or south of 
foe border.” 

In a separate event Tuesday, 
foe group that invited Mr. 
Adams to New York, the 
national Committee on Amer- 
ican Foreign Policy, heard 
from fervent Protestant North- 
ern Irish leader Ian Paisley, 


who kept up his attack on the 
'■ Irish accord. 

extreme declaration, - 


Anglo-Lri 

“That 

. as you know, was held by the 
British government and the Ir- 
ish government as a sop to the 
IRA." He said, “the joint dec- 
laration demonstrates violence 
pays.” 


IAEA chief urges N. Korea to clear the air on nukes 


HIROSHIMA. Japan (R) — 
North Korea should allow 
U.N. inspectors to clear the air 
if it wants the world to believe 
it has no secret nuclear arms 
programme, the head of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), said 
Wednesday. 

IAEA Director General 
Hans Blix said his experts 
wanted to cany out full checks 
at a five-megawatt reactor in a 
“so-called radiochemical 
laboratory" to determine no 
plutonium was being secretly 
diverted for military purposes. 

He said he hoped such 
checks could be completed by 
the end of April, in bne with a 
call from the U.N. Security 
Council. 

Western defence analysts 
believe North Korea has 
already built at least one primi- 
tive atom bomb and is working 
on a new generation of long- 
range missiles that could nit 
most of China, Russia. Japan 
and South East Asia. 

North Korea denies har- 


bouring such ambitions but has 
blocked full, unhampered in- 
spections of its facilities as cal- 
led for under the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty. An IAEA 
group which went to foe iso- 
lated Stalinist state in March 
was denied access to foe most 
sensitive facilities. 

Mr. Blix, in Hiroshima for 
the annual conference of foe 
Japan Atomic Industry Fonim, 
told a news conference foe 
crucial question about foe five- 
megawatt reactor was whether 
it had been secretly operated 
to produce undeclared pluto- 
nium that could then be used 
to make bombs. 

“The DPRK (North Korea) 
has claimed that it is being 
loaded with its first batch or 
fuel and that no prior batch has 
gone undeclared," he told a 
questioner. 

"If they want credibility to 
this statement of theirs, they 
should be inviting our inspec- 
tors to be present at the fuel 
change. If not, concern will 
increase in the outside world." 


Until" mid-1993, Mr. Blix 
said, North Korea had warned 
international inspectors pre- 
sent at foe fuel change. “I hope 
this remains true this year.” ne 
added. 

With world fears abruptly 
heightened by the failure or the 
IAEA’s March inspection mis- 
sion, foe U.N. Security Cbun- 


ril urgently appealed to North 
Korea to comply fully with the 
agency and allow full inspec- 


tions as soon as possible. 

Mr. Blix was asked about a 
statement Sunday by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher that diplomatic 
efforts to persuade Pyongyang 
to allow inspections would-last 
another six months. Was this, 
too long a grace period? 

“Certainly the longer foe 
DPRK nudear programme . 
stays without outside verifica- 
tion, the more worries there 
will be," he said. 

North Korea was definitely 
hiding more plutonium than u 
had declared, Mr. Blix said, 
but be could not say whether it 


waa cuough to make a nuclear 
bomb. 

"In course of ihe IAEA’s 
inspection in spring 1993 there 
was a conclusion that they have 
more plutonium than declared. 
Grams or kilogrammes, I can- 
not say," he added. 

Apart from the seven de- 
clared North Korean sites for 
which the IAEA has been 
seeking unlimited access, there 
is also the issue of two unde- 
clared sites which Pvonevana 
denies are nuclear-related and 
ba ^- e l comp,eteI y 0 ff-Hmits. 
. i 7 $ 01 Youd 5* senior research 
fellow at South Korea's 
University's 

Swth- Eastern Studies, 
told the conference there was a 
growmg chance that Pyon_ 
gyang would allow checfe at 

tw° undeclared sites 

t .^ lle North Korea insists 

the r*? ,0 / ac *^^ es at Yongbvon 
north of the capital areX 
military sites, foe IAEA hf 
conceal tops^'f 

that couldreveal 
details of previous North H! 


Diana’s brother 
in libel battle 
with tabloids 

LONDON (R) — Princess Di- 
ana’s brother issued libel writs 
against two British newspaper* 
over reports he had business 
links with a convicted frauds- 
ter. Lawyer Simon Ekins, rep- 
resenting Earl Spencer, said 
the writs were against the Dai- 
ly Express and Today tabloid 
newspapers. "Following cer- 
tain press reports over the past 
few days concerning Lord 
Spencer and his alleged busi- 
ness links with Mr. Darius 
Guppy, writs for libel have 
today been issued by Lord 
Spencer out of the high court 
against the publishers and edi- 
tors of the Daily Express and 
Today newspapers." Mr. 
Ekins said. Mr. Guppy, a 
friend from university days and 
the earl's best man at his wed- 
ding, was jailed for five years # 
in March 1993 for his part in a f > 
£1.8 million ($2.64 million) in- 
surance fraud involving a fake 
jewel robbery at a New York 
hotel. Lord Spencer, 29, issued 
a statement last weekend de- 
nying any knowledge of Mr. 
Guppy’s business affairs or the 
whereabouts of millions of 
pounds police believe to be 
salted away in various banks 
abroad. “I have no knowledge 
of Darius Guppy's criminal 
activities, nor tbe whereabouts 
of any alleged gains from these 
activities, nor have the police 
at any stage intimated to me 
that I might be able to assist in 
their inquiries into these mat- 
ters," he said. 

Paper publishes 
topless picture . 
of‘Fergie’ 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
tabloid Sun Wednesday -pub- 
lished a topless photograph of 
Prince Andrew's separated 
wife the Duchess of York tfrat 
it said had been found at a 
rubbish tip. The Sun, which 
blocked out the breasts with a 
“censored" tag, said it bad 
turned down a demand for A. 
£10,000 ($14,690) from a man 
who found the photograph 
along with two others. The 
snaps were being returned to 
foe duchess. 34, known as “Fer- 
ae". whose stormy marriage . 
*to "-Queen Elizabeth’s second 
son ended in a legal separation 
last year. The Sun said foe 
pictures were believed to have 
been taken on holiday on the 
Mediterranean island of Gozo 
in 1980 or 1981, some five 
years before her marriage. The 
Sun quoted gardener Peter 
Stone, 62, as saying the photo 
was one of three snaps which 
fell out of a stamp album he 
found at a roadside rubbish tip 
near Grantham, central Eng- 
land. 

Russian gay 
couple fails to 
register marriage 

MOSCOW (R) — An attempt 
by a gay couple to register their ■ 
union in Russia failed for tech- ' 
nical reasons but the American 
artist and Russian journalist 
said it wouldn't ruin their ro- It, 
mance. ”1 am really sorry, but 
I cannot register your union 
because the law specifies mar- 
riage as a voluntary union be- 
tween a man and a woman," 
Karmen Bruyeva, manager of 
Moscow's Palace of Weddings : 
Number Four, told the two 4. • 
men when they turned up for 
registration, surrounded by a 
posse of journalists. “Why -- " 
don t you apply to parliament . 
and ask them to amend the :-’v 
law, ' smiled Bruveva. "Bv the." " 
way, raise your hands those of :ir 
you, journalists, who favour f “ 
amending the law?" Robert - 
Filippini, 42. and Yaroslav v 
Mogutin, 20, said theirs was,# 
tne first attempt in Russia to 4 
legalise their union. The movcLtr' 
would have been impossible in ? ‘ v 
Soviet days. Sexual relations.^ 
between consenting adult men ^ 
was a criminal offence in Rus-7 
sia until the notorious Article -- 
l^i.l of the criminal code was -_4 
repealed last summer. Men’ 7 ' 
breaking the law were liable to' J 
U P lo five years in jail. 

Skeleton of ^ 
prehistoric horse 
unearthed in Peru - -M 

j * — Scientists ha^ 
unearthed the skeleton of^ 
prehistoric horse that roam# 
the coastal flats of soufoelS 
300.000 years 

Pinilla. he® 

and h rJ 0tRoe of 
of rK?v? SerVation at Musaifc 
Na hon, said the discoy-' 

-2, ^ rnade two weeks ago 
skelJT ay ff rst complete’ 

ever f^ n a P rehist °ric how®. 

fm^ Und w in Peru - finrfi5 -‘ 
resS? a ?- u ecauSG 51 m ay wfr- 

riM af i h !I h 5 rl0 aaknevispei. 
Si d . deban!i s a popularly, 
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J AMS Friday launches 
horse endurance race 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Over 63 horse- 
lovers will gather at the Alia 
Gateway Hotel at 6 a.m. 
Friday to begin the AI Harra- 
neh Castle Endurance Race, 
a first of its kind event orga- 
nised by the Jordanian Ara- 
bian Horse Society (JAHS). 

Participants, including Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Iman Bint A! Hussein, will 
test the endurance of their 
favourite horses as they seek 
to complete the 60-kilometre 
race passing through the ear- 
ly Islamic site of Qasr AI 
Mosbatta and finishing at 
Qasr AI Harraneh. 

P The JAHS, headed by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Alia 
Bint AI Hussein, have ex- 
tended the invitation to all 
horse breeders to participate, 
stressing that the race is open 
and not reserved for 
purebred Arabian horses. 
However, only horses aged 
over 5 years will be allowed 
to take pan. 

Princess Alia emphasised 
that the event is not merely 
sportive, but a social and 
touristic one as it aims at 
reviving Arab customs and 
traditions. 

Besides its due importance 
of exhibiting the endurance 
and power of the Arabian 
horse, the ride also opens a 
chance to visit two Jordanian 
desert castles. 

Riders have been divided 
into three classes: 

- an all-up weight of 91 kilog- 
rammes, 

- an all-up weight of 75 kilog- 
rammes and over, 

- and juniors: For riders who 
are 15 years of age or less. 

Her Highness, the presi- 
dent of the JAHS and the 


Arab Organisation for Ara- 
bian Horses pointed out that 
the first prize would be given 
to the owner of the hone that 
would demonstrate high en- 
durance and prove to be fit 
after an examination of fit- 
ness and stamina following 
the race. 

The Princess also said that 
there would be three stops 
along the coarse to check any 
injury or exhaustion and 

make sure that the race is 
completed safely. 

Participants represent the 
Royal Stables, the Aqaba 
Royal Equestrian Chib, the 
Royal Polo Gub, the Jorda- 
nian Equestrian Gob, the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD), the Ibrabimieb 
Schools, Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), in addition to many 
in dividual contestants. 

Her Highness said that 
such endurance races were 
now being organised along- 
side horseshows and that the 
purebred Arabian horses 
were worthy winners of such 
contests proving their well 
known fitness and endur- 
ance. 

The race is folly sponsored 
by Coca Cola. Other spon- 
sors include RJ, the PSD, the 
Royal Automobile Gub of 
Jordan, the badia police, the 
Jordan University for Science 
and Technology, We Care, 
and the Ibrahimieh Schools. 

The first such endurance 
race held in the Kingdom 
dates back to 1939, when 21 
contestants took part. 

The race was held on the 
same route of this year’s Har- 
ranah Castle Ride, and was 
supervised by (then Princes) 
Abdulah Ben AI Hussein and 
Talal Ben Abdullah, Sharif 
Shaker Ben Zeid, and Sheikh 
Majed AI Udwan. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
. . ft TAN N AH HIRSCH 
07893 Trauiw Ukm SarwcM. Inc 


WHERE’S THE BEEF? 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* Q J 8 
? 3 

v 3 2 

* AJ 10 9872 

WEST EA*?T 

* K 6 4 2 * '3 

7765 ~ A .C 9 8 

0 Q 8 6 5 I J 10 7 

*43 * Q 6 5 

SOUTH 

* A 10 9 

T Q J 10 4 2 
A K 9 4 

* K 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 \ Pass 2 ♦ Pass 

2 v Pass 3 * Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of * 

If. when declaring a hand, you 
find there's just one theme, consider 
yourself lucky. More often than not. 
you have to combine several ideas if 
you are -to land the contract. 
North’s bidding showed a sub- 
minimum two-over-one response 
with a long club suit. South felt that 
the king of dubs and 17 high-card 
points merited a shot at game. 


South West 

1 *7 Pass 

2 v Pass 

3 NT Pass 


Put yourself in the declarer's seat 
With only four sure winners outside 
dummy's suit (after the lead), you 
are going to need tricks from the 
club suit. That involves two sepa- 
rate problems. Not only must you 
establish the suit, but you also re- 
quire a means of access to dummy to 
cash your tricks. 

That suggests your play to the 
first trick. Since the only possible 
entry to the dummy is in spades, you 
cannot afford to squander a spade 
honor on the first trick— you will 
need that later. So play low from 
dummy and don't be a penny-pinch - 
er— win tlie trick with the ace. 

How can you set up dubs? One 
way is to clear the king, force an 
entry to the table in spades, then 
cash the ace of clubs in the hope of 
dropping a doubleton queen. But 
that is distinctly against the odds. A 
better method is to overtake the 
king with the ace and lead high clubs i 
to force out the lady. 

The defenders cannot harm you. , 
Sooner or later you will gain the' 
lead, get to the table with a spade 
and run those lovely clubs. The besL 
the defenders can do is take a spade, 
two hearts and a dub. 


The Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! 



Live Piano 
affordable prices 

Check Our 
Spring Program 

Club Restaurant 

Sweifiveh - 81669(1 . 818637 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


AI Ahli starts U-22 basketball 
competition with impressive wins 


By Afeen Batmayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Four matches 
are .scheduled for Friday in 
the mder-22 basketball 
championship — the first of 
the season’s 12 competitions 
organised by the Jordan Bas- 
ketball Federation (JBF). 

The nine competing teams 
have been divided into two 
groups: “Group 1 indudes AI 
Ahli, AI Abbasi, Hozneot- 
men, Yarmouk and Abu 
Nusair, while the second 
group includes AI Jazireh, AI 
Jalll, AI Watani and Gazzet 
Hashem. 

After the preliminary 
round which ends April 29, 
only the top two teams of 
each group will qualify for 
the second round in which 
they win compete for the first 
of the season’s titles. 

While group 2 play the first 
of their matches in Irbid Fri- 
day, aU group 1 teams have 
already joined the action and 
AI Ami and Abbas seem to 
be the two teams that will be 
able to maintain their stand- 
ings as group leaders. 

AI Ahli are in first place 
after scoring two impressive 
wins 125-71 (71-34) over AJ 
Yarmouk, and 160-43 (73-19) 
over Abu Nusair. AI Abbasi 
have also won both their 
matches 98-23 (52-10) over 
Abu Nusair and 71-43 (29-18) 
over Homentmen. 

In the first of group 2 
matches, former First divi- 
sion third place holders Al 
Jalil meet lowly Gazzet 
Hashem, a second division 
team. In the other match of 
the day, Al Jazireh who are 
seriously eyeing the title will 
play Al Watam. 

Like Al Ahli, Al Jazireh 
are expeetd to have an easy 
way to die second round, and 
have a good shot at the title 
as most of their players are 
well experienced after play- 
ing alongside their senior 
team in the first division. 

AI Ahli and AJ Jazireh's 
players have also represented 
die Kingdom in the. youth’s 
national team. 1 Players in- 
clude Mohammad Al Sfaama- 
li. Ramez Hammoudeh, 
Gfaaith Ennabi and Al 
Jazireh’s new recruit Naser 
Alawneh who recently 
moved from Al Hussein for a 


reported sum of JD 5000. 

Others include Tahnour Al 
Shamali. Faisal Nsour, 
Yousef Abu Bakr, Anwar 
Haddad and many others. 

Since the U-22 cham- 
pionship was cancelled in 
1993, many promising players 
have this year also missed the 
competition, as players who 
were registered as just under- 
22 in 1993 could not joint 
their teams in 1994. JBF rules 
this year stipulate that only' 
those born after 1973 can 
compete in this age group. 
Hence, a large number of 
players who had prepared to 
compete last year have again 
missed the competition. 

Most teams were un- 
doubtedly affected by this 
technicality. Hence, titlehol- 
ders Al Orthodoxi, who won 
the last U-22 championship in 
1992 have opted not to com- 
pete this year. Similarly, Al 
Ashrafieb, AI Hussein, Al 
Karak, Al Wifaq, Anjarah. 
Al Mafraq and Al Husun 
dubs are not competing this 
season. 

According to the JBFs 
1994 regulations, first divi- 
sion teams are required to 
compete in at least two age 
groups, while second division 
teams in only one age group. 

This year the first division 
includes only seven teams: Al 
Ahli, Al Orthodoxi, Jazireh, 
Jalil, Watani, Hussein and 
Homentmen. Two teams will 
be relegated in 1994 and only 
one team will be promoted 
from the first division making 
the total number of compet- 
ing teams only six in 1995 
compared to eight until 1993. 

In the first of the competi- 
tion’s group 1 matches, Al 
Ahli’s players had a joy ride 
easily overcoming their oppo- 
nents. 

The pinpoint accuracy of 
the Shamali brothers enabled 
Al Ahli to ootscore AI Yar- 
mouk 71-34 in the first half 


before ending the match 125- 
7L 

Al Ahli scored a bigger win 
over Abu Nusair who- were 
no match for the Kingdom’s 
top team. AI Ahli played a 
tight full-court defence that 
forced Abu Nusair to lose the 
ball and lack concentration. 
Wisam Nino, Zeid Alkhas 
and the ShamaUs scored to 
give their team a 73-19 lead in 
the first half before ending 
the match 160-43. 

The surprise team of the 
competition will undoubtedly 
be Al Abbasi, whose young 
team last year beat Al Ortho- 
doxi to clinch third place 
behind Al Ahli and Al 
Jazireh in the U-19 competi- 
tion. 

Since then, their players 
have been playing with great- 
confidence and will not settle 
for a halfway standing. 

They proved their point by 
scoring a crashing a 98-24 win 
over newcomers Abu Nusair. 

In their second match 
Abbasi upset all-time rivals 
Homentmen 71-43 as both 
teams played a tense game 
which both needed to win to 
secure qualification to the 
second round. 

Up until mid first half, the 
scoreboard showed a 12-2 
Abbasi lead before the com- 
bined efforts of Homent- 
men’s star Ala Abu Rahmeh 
and Raffi Hayrabedian re- 
duced the gap from 18-6 to 
18-13. Abassi’s Iyad Zalati- 
mo scored 8 consecutive 
points to end the first half 
29-18. 

Abbasi took control of the 
match thanks to offensive re- 
bounding and follow-ups by 
Ashraf Samara and Ja'far Na- 
jjar to widen their lead to 
49-25. 

Homentmen’s Vasken 
Mencshian and Mohammad 
Qardan scored but Al Abbasi 
still lead 65-41 , before sealing 
their win 71-43. 


GROUP 1 STANDINGS 


Team 

AhH 
Abbasi 
Abu Nusair 
Homentmen 
Yarmouk 


2 — 

2 — 

— 2 

— I 

— 1 


SF SA Pis. 

285 114 4 

169 67 4 

67 258 2 

43 71 1 

71 125 1 


Mashburn jumper lifts 
Mavericks past Blazers 


PORTLAND, Oregon (R) — 
Jamal Mashburn hit a jumper 
with under a minute left to 
snap a tie and the lowly Dallas 
Mavericks beat the Portland 
Trail Blazers 108-107 late 
Tuesday. 

Dallas beat a team with a 
winning record for the first 
time this season and snapped a 
13-gairft" losing streak' to the 
Blazers. 

Jimmy Jackson had 24 points 
and Mashburn netted 20 for 
the Mavs, who won for only 
the second time in their last 21 
games. 

Gyde Drexler had 29 points 
and Rod Strickland added 22 
points and 12 assists for the 
Blazers, who lost to Dallas at 
home for the first tie since 19, 
1988. 

At Geveland, Bobby Phi Us 
and Terrell Brandon scored 22 
points apiece to help the Cava- 
liers clinch a playoff berth with 
a 11931 rout of the Milwaukee 
Bucks, who lost their fifth 
straight and 16th in their last 18 


The Cavaliers are fifth in the 
Eastern Conference and will 
probably face Orlando in the 
first round of the playoffs. 

Milwaukee has six losing 
streak of five games or more 
this season and has the worst 
record in the Eastern Confer- 
ence. 

In Chicago, Scottie Pippen 
had 25 points, nine rebounds 
and nine asists and Scon Wil- 
liams added 18 points and 10 
rebounds to help the Bulls beat 



the New Jersey Net 111-105. 

At Los Angeles, Chris Web- 
ber, Billy Owens and Chris 
Mullin scored 25 points apiece 
to lead the Golden State War- 
riors past the Lakers 128-117 
for their third straight win. 

In Houston, Hakeem Ola- 
juwon scored 42 points and 
grabbed 10 rebounds to lead 
the Rockets to a 98-89 victory 
over the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves for their fifth straight 
triumph. 


Inter, Salzburg, Arsenal 
advance in UEFA cup finals 


LONDON (AP) — Much- 
maligned Dennis Bergkamp 
lifted Inter Milan’s troubled 
season by scoring one goal and 
setting up rwo more Tuesday 
as his team trounced Caghari 
3-0 to reach the UEFA Cup 
final. 

Arsenal gave downcast Eng- 
land a boost by reaching the 
European Cup Winners Cup 
final Tuesday while Salzburg 
became the first Austrian team 
to gain the UEFA Cup final. 

Bergkamp, whose erratic 
form and poor scoring rate 
have been criticised severely in 
Italy, scored from the penalty 
spot eight minutes before half 
time .to tie the aggregate scores 
at 3-3 after Cagliari's 3-2 first 
leg victory 

His 54th minute pass set up 
Nicola Berti for Inter's second 
and Dutchman Wim Jonk col- 


lected a bail from his country- 
man to score !hc third nine 
minutes later. 

Bad news for Inter, which 
woq_the rrophy in 1991. is that 
Davidc Fontolan and Russian 
midfielder Igor Shalimov both 
will miss the first leg of the 
final after collecting their 
second yellow cards of the 
competition. 

Salzburg, which has con- 
ceded only four goals in 10 
UEFA Cup games this season, 
came under fierce late pressure 
from Karlsruhe after Herman 
Stadler had given the Au- 
strians the lead io the 12th 
minute. 

Rainer Kreig levelled nine 
minutes after half time but 
Salzburg’s defence stayed firm 
after that. 

In the cup winners cup. 


Arsenal edged stylish Pans 
Saint-Germain 1-0 at Highbury 
to triumph 2-1 overall and adv- 
ance to the May 4 final in 
Copenhagen. There it will 
meet cither defending titlist 
Parma or Benfica. 

English soccer has been 
under a cloud since its national 
team's failure to reach this 
summer's World Cup finals. 
But Arsenal hopes to repeat 
Manchester United's 1991 cup 
winners cup triumph. 

Kevin Campbell headed the 
only goal in the sixth minute 
and FSG, who impressed going 
forward with slick, incisive pas- 
sing. lei themselves down with 
poor finishing. 

Arsenal striker lan Wright 
will miss the final after being 
cautioned for the second time 
in the competition. 


Graf drops out of Italian Open 


ROME ( AP) — Steffi Graf has 
dropped out of the Italian 
Open, angering organisers now 
missing a marquee name in the 
women's draw. 

Presenting the programme 
Tuesday for next month's edi- 
tion of the clay court classic, 
organisers said Graf, the 
world's No. 1 player, made 
demands they were' unable to 
meet. 

Franco Bartoni, the tourna- 
ment director, refused to say 
what Graf sought. “I will only 
say that this tournament 
doesn't pay guarantees,” he 


said, referring to money 
offered to players merely to 
show up. 

“You can certainly say we 
are disappointed.” 

The S75U.000 women's 
tournament begins May 2 fol- 
lowed b> the S2 million men's 
edition May 9. 

The women’s field will be 
header 1 by Conchita Martinez 
and Gabriels Sabutini. The 
Women's Tennis Association 
has added Martina Navratilo- 
va, playing her last year of 
singles competition, as a re- 
placement for Graf. 


in contrast, the men’s field is 
the strongest in memory, with 
26 of the top 30 ranked men 
competing, led by No. 1 Pete 
Sampras. 

Graf has not played in Rome 
since winning the tournament 
in 1987. She boycotted the 
tournament after an Italian 
newspaper article calling her 
“ugly" was turned into an issue 
of national honour by German 
media. 

Organisers had looked for- 
ward to her return, especially 
with the absences of Monica 
Seles and Jennifer Capriati. 



Soper Deluxe Furnished Apartment 
In Sweifteh For Rent 

consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon, and dining, with 
independent heating, telephone, luxurious furniture. 
Located in the best area near the Orthodox Church, 
Amin Salama Mohammad Street No. (9). 

Cal tel.: 818092, 642072, 827349 




watches wanted 


*r-r All. 

ttom Lance 

fahx mum kumu 

cakre* rucer ■ rouo 

VACSESON OWSTaNTIN COH D1 SSt CWN 

Acsawts never shccvet 

CALL US TODAY TEL : 628101 




FOR SALE - JD lOOO 

Includes: 1) Powerbook 100-4/40. (2) Apple stylewriter 
I, inkjet printer. Offer good one week only. 

Serious inquiries only call 744802 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

With luxurious furniture. Consists of three bedrooms, two 
dining rooms, one of them small, living room, storage space, 
three spacious salons, and three bathrooms, fully furnished 
and supplied with al! electric appliances, with independent 
central heating and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, Yacoub Oweis Street, behind Abu 
Jughum Real Estate Office. 

For Information call $70140 


FURNISHED ROOF OF A VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Consists ot one bedroom, lounge (10 x5m), dining, 
kitchen, bathroom and central heating with spacious 
terrace 

Please call 696709, Amman. 


THE BEDOUIN’S BAZAAR 

Is Now Open ^ 

20% discount to all diplomatic missions 

SPECIAL PRICES will be offered on a very rare ; and unique 
handcrafts bedouin and oriental rugs. Carpels, br§ss. cop- 
per. silver jewellery, embroidery and all kinds of gifts anc 
souvenirs Cards are welcome. 

LOCATED: Next to the American School, Royal Automobile 
Club-Street, near Chili House Restaurant' 

Tel- 824485 - open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 pjn. 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


TeL: 677420 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 


Tel.: 675571 1 Nabil & Hisfiam’s 


Tel.: 625155 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 





Marlon Brando 
in 

The Freshman 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


Robby Benson & Jennrffer O'Neil 
in 

INVASION OF PRIVACY 

Shows: 1230, 3:15. 5, 6-JO, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD *V 
MR. JONES 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. &30. 10:30 

CONCORD *2* 
FOREVER YOUNG 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 



liTTrv 


Look out for the surprise 
in the coming play 


Foffttdden x Forbidden 


jLiJ ^ 


Two more weeks before the per- 
formances of the political comedy 

“Ahlan Arab 
Summit Conference'* 

Come to an end 
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JORDAN 
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FIS leader welcomes 


King attends Special Forces exercises 1 1 change of premier 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday 
' visited units of the Special Forces of the Jordanian army where 
' he watched military exercises in which His Royal Highness 
Prince Hamzeb Ben AJ Hussein took part. Their Royal 
Highnesses Princess Aisbeh, Prince Abdnllab, the commander 
of die Special Forces, and other senior anny officers attended 
: the exercises. 

Iraqis only get half food needs 

. BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqis have received only half the amount 
■ of food they need since the start of the 1990-91 Gulf war, 
according to Trade Minister Mohammad Mehdi Saleh. In an 
; interview with the Iraqi News Agency (INA), Mr. Saleh said 
the rationing card system introduced by the government had 
been the only thing that had prevented a famine. He said the 
state had bought meat, chickens, eggs and other goods and 
was making them available to people at subsidised prices. INA 
said statistics from 1990, the latest available, showed that 
buying food with ration cards provided people with SI per cent 
of their basic food requirements. It added that inflation since 
then had eroded much of their spending power. Mr. Saleh told 
INA that a visit to Iraq in 1991 by an official team of the 
United Nations bad been followed by the issuing of Resolution 
687, which included a recommendation to lift the embargo on 
export of food to Iraq. Mr. Saleh said Iraq had been unable to 
buy food because the United States had put pressure on those 
countries which held Iraq's frozen assets. 

Guerrillas attack Israel's proxy militia 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — Guerrillas on Wednesday detonated 
a roadside bomb as militia allied with Israel were on patrol, 
killing one and wounding another, security sources said. Four 
other militia members were unhurt in the attack, the security 
forces said. The sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said the bomb targetted the south Lebanon Army militia 
outpost near the village of AI Khiam on the edge of Israel's 
self-styled “security zone" in South Lebanon. There was no 
immediate claim of responsibility for the 12:45 p.m. (1045 
GMT) attack, but h earned the hallmarks of HizboHah, which 
is leading a guerrilla campaign to force Israel and its surrogate 
militia out of the “security zone." 

Assad meets with Turkish minister 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Syrian President Hafez Assad held 
talks Wednesday with Turkish Interior Minister Nahit Men- 
tese on security matters between the two neighbours. Turkish 
diplomatic sources said the two sides were expected to discuss 
the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK), which is fighting for Kurdish 
independence in southeastern Turkey. The sources, who 
spoke in exchange for anonymity, said the meeting was also 
attended by Syrian Interior Minister Mohammad Harba. 
Ankara has long accused Syria of facilitating PKK attacks on 
Turkish soO. The PKK*s 10-year battle with Turkish fences has 
dahned more than 10,000 fives. Syria promised last year to 
crack down on activities of the PKK on its territory, but 
reports from Ankara say PKK leader Abdullah Ocaian is still 
operating out of Bar Elias in the Syrian-controlled Bekaa 
Valley of eastern Lebanon. Syrian support for the PKK gives 
Damascus leverage to demand increased supplies of water 
from the Euphrates River, which Turkey has dammed. 

Southern Sudan gets relief aid 

KHARTOUM (R) — -A barge loaded with 600 tonnes of relief 
food has arrived in a government-held area of southern Sudan, 
stricken by 11 years of civfl war, a newspaper reported on 
Wednesday. Mohammad Ahmad Al Gabbonsb, acting com- 
missioner of relief and rehabilitation, told die government- 
owned daily Al Sudan Al Hadith that the barge “Mugran" had 
unloaded part of its cargo of sorghum, Sudan's staple, and 
other foodstuffs at tile towns of Kakka and Melut along the 
White Nile. He said the barge would go as far south as Kodok 
and that preparations have been completed for a relief train to 
Wau, the south’s second largest town. He said two barges are 
also to leave for the south taking relief aid for areas between 
Malakal and Juba. Rebels sometimes ambush convoys and are 
pa r tic u la r ly active between Malakal and Juba. 

30 injured in factory blaze In Sudan 

KHARTOUM (R) — A fire gutted a packaging factory in the 
Sudanese capital Khartoum and some 30 people including 17 
firefighters were injured, newspapers reported on Wednesday. 

- The cause of the fire on Tuesday in die industrial area of 
Khartoum north was not known, but newspapers said it spread 
rapidly due to the presence of paper rolls and chemicals in the 
factory. 

Lebanon sentences 2 Syrian soldiers to death 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s highest court sentenced to death 
two Syrian soldiers and a Lebanese accomplice for murdering 
two jewellers, state-run Beirut Radio said on Wednesday. The 
judicial council handed down the sentences for the murder of 
brothers Ghassan and Jaleel Antonious. shot during a robbery 
in 1992. The decision was the first issued by the court since the 
1975-90 civil war during which it ceased to' operate for several 
years. The Syrian soldiers, who were arrested in Syria and 
handed over to the Lebanese authorities shortly after the 
murderers, were named as Abdul Karim Geeg and Mohamad 
Za'atar. The death penalties were believed the first by a 
Lebanese court against members of Syria's 35,000-strong 
garrison in Lebanon. The Lebanese suspect, Nimeb Hamadi. 
fled to Belgium after the murder and was arrested there. But 
according to Beirut press reports Belgian authorities refused 
to extradite him on grounds that Lebanon has the death 
penalty and he is now at liberty in Belgium. The sentences 
need approval from President Elias Hrawi. The last execution 
to be carried out in Lebanon was in 1983. Lebanon is getting 
tough with violent crime rampant since the civil war. Another 
court sentenced a 22-year-old man to death on April 1 for the 
rape and murder of an eight-year-old girl. 

Cairo announces death of top militant 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s top law enforcement official 
announced Wednesday that police bad gunned down a leading 
Islamic militant, but the announcement came nearly two 
weeks after the slaying. Interior Minister Hassan Al Alfi gave 
no reason for the delay, but it also follows the radicals’ success 
last week in killing the government official most responsible 
for tracking down extremists. “We want to assure Egyptians 
that the security apparatus is capable, with God’s help, to ... 
uproot the black terrorism,’’ General Alfi told a news 
conference at his well-fortified ministry. Gen. Alfi announced 
that Add Siam, leader of the military wing of Al Jihad, was 
kilted in a police ambush after he shot at the encircling forces 
April 4. The killing of a militant was reported at the time, but 
no name was made public. 

Denmark frees investigated Egyptian 

COPENHAGEN (AP) — One of three Egypt* 808 anested in 
November and investigated for posable links to tire World 
Trade Centre bombing in New York has been released from . 
jail, Danish TEXT-TV reported Wednesday. The west Danish 
high court ruled against the Aarhus city court, finding that 
there was not enough evidence to continue to bold the man, 
the report said. The three Egyptians were arrested last Nov. 17 
in Aarhus in western Denmark on charges of setting a 
Jordanian immigrant's house on fire. Police said the three 
have finks to followers of Sheikh Omar Rahman, an Egyptian 
deric who is in jail in the United States in connection with 
plans for a series of bombings in the United States. Newspaper 
reports said a list was found in the home of one of the arrested 
men, itemising the contents of a bomb of the same type used to 
blow up the World Trade Centre last year. 


PARIS (R) — The exiled lead- 
er of Algeria’s outlawed Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) wel- 
comed on Wednesday the 
appointment of a technocrat as 
prime minister and called for 
serious negotiations to end the 
country’s dvil strife- 

In a telephone interview 
with Reuters, Rabah Kebir 
said the replacement of hard- 
line Premier Redha Maiek 
with the relatively unknown 
technician Mokdad Sifi was “a 
positive act in the context of 
the search for a negotiated 
settlement.” 

Reading a carefully-worded 
statement, the offidal spokes- 
man of the FIS leadership in 
exile said: “We believe the 
time has come to envisage a 
policy of peace which leads to 
giving the Algerian people 
their say in freedom.” 

At least 3,500 people have 
been killed in worsening vio- 
lence between Muslim guerril- 
las and the security forces since 
an army-backed coundl can- 
celled a general election in 
January 1992 in which the FIS 
had taken a commanding lead. 

Mr. Kebir, who has political 
asylum in Germany, said the 
conditions for negotiating a 
settlement with President 
Liamine Zeroual. appointed 
by the military in February, 
were the release of political 
prisoners and the FIS’s jailed 
leaders, who must be able to 
meet exiled and underground 
Islamist leaders freely. 

Mr. Kebir said contacts be- 
tween Mr. Zeroual and - the 





imprisoned HS leaders, which 
began before he was appointed 
president and have been ack- 
nowledged by the Algerian 
presidency, were continuing. 

He also said the Algerian 
authorities had tried to estab- 
lish contact with the exiled FIS 
leadership through “countries 
which are dose to them.” 

He declined to give details, 
saying matters were at a sensi- 
tive stage. However , be de- 
nied a report in the Spanish 
newspaper El Pais that he had 
been contacted by the leader of 
the moderate Islamic party 
Hamas. Mahfoud Nahnah, on 
behalf of the Algerian author- 
ities to return from exile and 
negotiate. 

Mr. Maiek, who resigned on 
Monday after implementing a 
major devaluation and sending 
a letter of intent to the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, open- 
ing the way for a $1 billion loan 
and debt relief talks, had pub- 
lidy opposed dialogue with the 

ns. 

In his first statements in 
office, Mr. Sifi called for 
national dialogue and “a break 
with the negative practices 
of the past.” 

Mr. Kebir said Mr. Maiek 
had ordered “massacres” and 
“repeated summary execu- 
tions” in an effort to terrorise 
the population and had sought 
to make the rich richer and the 
poor poorer by signing a deal 
with the IMF: 

“Of course the people con- 
sider that these accords have 
no legitimacy,” be said. 





I 



KLES HL IN PETRA: Austrian President Tho- 
mas KleatB admires a camel as Minister of 
Tourism Mo hamm ad Al Adwan (left) looks on 
dui big a visit die Austrian leader paid to the 


ancient Nabatean city of Petra on Wednesday. 
Dr. Klestfl ended a three-day visit to Jordan later 
in the day and (lew home (sec page 1) 


Turkish official ends ‘highly 
satisfying 9 visit, heads for Iraq 

Bj a Jonkfl Time Stiff Reporter I CrOWH Prince j Ankara used recollect around 


Suspect in anti-Saddam 
plot shot dead in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AP) — Sheikh 
Taleb Ali AI Suheii, a promin- 
ent Iraqi dissident identified as 
a key figure in an alleged plot 
to overthrow President Sad- 
dam Hussein last year, has 
been shot to death in Beirut, 
security sources said Wednes- 
day. 

Two Iraqis suspected of 
being accomplices in the 
slaying, Mohammad Kamel 
Fans and Khaled Alwan Kha- 
laf, have been arrested, the 
sources said. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, identi- 
fied the assassin as Hadi Has- 
san, an Iraqi suspected of 
being Iraqi intelligence agent. 

They said Suheii, 64, was 
killed in his house in Beirut’s 
seaside ‘Ain Al Tmeh district 
shortly before midnight Tues- 
day. He was shot in the heart 
by a gunman who fired a single 
round from a silencer- 
equipped pistol. 

Iraqi sources said Hassan 
was seen getting into a BMW 
car with two other men and 
fleeing the murder scene. 

Hassan is believed to have 
taken refuge in the Iraqi 
embassy in Beirut’s Hazmich 
district and efforts were under 
way to have him handed over 
to police, the Lebanese sources 
said. 

The Lebanese sources bad 
no details of the alleged plot 
against President Saddam. 

But the Free Iraq Council, a 
London-based dissident orga- 
nisation, said in a statement 
that Suheii, a Shiite Muslim, 
was a pivotal figure in a plan by 
several senior Iraqi generals 
and others to topple Pres dent 
Saddam in July 1993. 


The statement said Suheii 
was a member of its central 
committee. The organisation is 
beaded by Saad Jabr, son of a 
former Iraqi prime minis ter. 

Suheii, a longtime leading 
figure in the anti-Saddam 
opposition, headed the Tami- 
mi dan, which controls the 
highway between Baghdad and 
Tikrit, President Saddam’s 
hometown and power base 
north of the Iraqi capital. 

Irani dissident sources told 
the Associated Press that 
Suheii fled Iraq in 1958 after a 
failed coup attempt against the 
then president. General Abdul 
Karim Qassem. 

He returned three years la- 
ter after Qassem was toppled 
and killed. But be fled Bagh- 
dad again m 1968 when Presi- 
dent Saddam’s predecessor 
and uncle, Ahmad Hassan 
Bakr, took power. 

Subefl lived in Amman until 
four months ago. He was mar- 
ried to a Lebanese and so was 
his daughter. 

He left Amman after receiv- 
ing alleged death threats from 
the Baghdad regime and was 
on a short visit to Beirut when 
he was slain. 

The Iraqi sources said 
Suheii, along with prominent 
members of the Sunni Muslim 
minority from Iraqi regions 
which have in the past been 
key supporters of the Baghdad 
regime, had planned to topple 
President Saddam in a 
military-led coup last July. 

Suheii denied that in a 
November interview with Jor- 
dan’s Akher Khabar weekly 
newspaper, and said he bad 
never tried to topple the Bagh- 
dad regime. 


AMMAN — A senior Turkish 
offidal headed for Baghdad on 
Wednesday after two days of 
talks here described as hi ghl y 
positive and a contribution to- 
wards consolidation of 
Jordanian-Turlrish relations. 

Ozdem Sanberk, under- 
secretary of the Ankar a Fore- 
ign Ministry, had come to Am- 
man for “consultations with 
Jordanian officials on various 
issues of common interest and 
bilateral relations,** said 
Mchmct Ali Irtemcclik, the 
Turkish ambassador to Jordan. 

“The under-secretary left 
Jordan highly satisfied at -the 
level of bilateral relations," 
Mr. Irtemcclik told the Jordan 
Times. “Close consultations 
will continue between Turkey 
and Jordan and we are baggy 
to note that there is no_out 7 
standing issues between the 
two sides.” 

Mr. Sanberk was received by 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majah and Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Talal Al 
Hassan. In addition to bilateral 
relations, discussions during 
the meetings focused on the 
Middle East peace process and 
the situations in the Balkans 
and the Caucasus in the former 
I Soviet Union, the ambassador 
| said. 

He said on most issues 
Jordanian and Turkish views 
were identical. 

Mr. Sanberk left Amman 
early Wednesday on an over- 
land trip to Baghdad in the first 
such senior-level visit to the 
Iraqi capital by a Turkish offi- 
cial. 

His talks with Iraqi officials 
win mainly deal with an oil 
pipeline that runs from Iraq's 
Kirkuk fields to a Mediterra- 
nean terminal at Ceyhan, Tur- 
key, as well as issues related to 
Turkish-Iraqi relations, di- 
plomatic sources said. 

Turkey, a member of the 
American-led anti-Iraq coali- 
tion formed after the August 
1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, 
dosed the pipeline immediate- 


meets Sanberk 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday received at the 
Royal Court Under- 
secretary of the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry Ozdem San- 
berk and a delegation accom- 
panying him. Prince Hassan 
and Mr. Sanberk discussed 
Jordanian-Turkish relations 
and means of promoting 
them. The Crown Prince 
briefed Mr. Sanberk on Jor- 
dan’s role in supporting the 
Middle East peace process, 
outlining the repercussions 
on Jordan of the embargo 
imposed on Iraq since its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

ly after the U-N. Security 
Council imposed a sweeping 
trade' embargo against Iraq fol- 
lowing the invasion of Kuwait. 

Ankara also allowed Turkish 
territory to be used in the 
allied war which ended the 
Iraqi occupation of Kuwait m 
February 1991. But since then 
Turkey has advocated a speedy 
end to the sanctions against 
Iraq while insisting that Bagh- 
dad comply with the various 
U.N. resolutions related to the 
Gulf crisis. 

Turkey is one of*the few 
coalition members to have 
reopened its embassy in Bagh- 
dad. 

Mr. San berk’s visit to Bagh- 
dad comes in response to an 
invitation extended to him 
when his Iraqi counterpart, 
Riyad Al Qaisi, visited Ankara 
in January, Ambassador 
Irtemcelik said, confirming 
that the talks in Iraq would 
deal with the 03 pipeline. 

Other diplomatic sources 
said Mr. Sanberk would also 
discuss with Iraqi officials the 
overall impact of the sanctions 
against Iraq and explore how 
Turkey could help its neigh- 
bour in its efforts to end or at 
least ease the crippling embar- 
go. 

Turkey is anxious to resume 
trade with Iraq and the flow of 


Iraqi oil through its territory. 
Ankara used to collect around 
$250 milli on annually in oil 
transit charges from Iraq prior 
to the Gulf crisis. 

Experts said Turkey was 
worried that an estimated 7.5 
million barrels of oil that re- 
main trapped inside the twin 
1,000-kilometre pipeline might 
cause corrosion and damage it 
beyond repair by the time the 
sanctions against Iraq are lifted 
and Baghdad is allowed to 
resume oil exports. Another 
two million barrels of Iraqi 
crude remain in terminals. 

Turkish separatist rebels 
have tried to sabotage the 
pipeline several times. 

Turkey reportedly proposed 
during Mr. Qaisfs visit that 
tiie oil in the pipeline be 
emptied and the proceeds used 
to carry out maintenance and 
repair on the structure. 

According to the diplomatic 
sources, Turkey has secured 
the approval of the U.S. and 
other allies in the anti-Iraq 
coalition to broach the subject 
with the Baghdad government. 
But, under a tacit accord with 
the allies, Ankara is not sup- 
posed to adopt any unilateral 
action that might violate the 
principles of the sanctions, 
they said. 

The sources linked the possi- 
ble emptying of the pipeline to 
a U.N. offer to allow a one- 
time sale of Iraqi oil worth $1.6 
billion to help pay UJN. costs 
related to the Gulf crisis and 
finance the import of food and 
medicine to Iraq. Baghdad has 
steadfastly turned down the 
offer saying it would violate 
Iraqi sovereignty. 

About one third of the oil in 
the pipeline and terminals is 
claimed by Turkey as settle- 
ment of outstanding Iraqi pay- 
ments. The U.N. Security 
Council, according to the di- 
plomats, has agreed that Tur- 
key could appropriate that 
quantity bnt the world body 
has not taken a decision on the 
Iraqi share of the o3. 

Mr. Sanberk is scheduled to 
spend two days in Baghdad. 


Jordan finalises delegates to joint panels with PLO 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
finalised the composition of 
its sides in joint committees 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) after 
talks here last week between 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, officials said Wednes- 
day. 

They said there were no 
major changes in the dele- 
gates who have bad held dis- 
cussions with the PLO in 
some of the committees 
which have already met. 

PLO officials said the 
Palestinian sides to the joint 
i committees remained un- 
changed from a list 
announced in November, ex- 
cept that the organisation had 
yet to announce its delegates 
to a joint panel on Jerusalem. 
This is expected to be made 
soon, they said. 

Other committees deal 
with economic cooperation, 
border and security, refugees 
and displaced persons, tews 
and regulations, and water. 

There was no immediate 
explanation to the inclusion 
in a PLO fisc the names of 
several delegates who have 
publicly announced that they 
were withdrawing from PLO 


negotiations with any side. It 
was not, however, clear 
whether they had actually 
submitted their resignation as 
delegates to the PLO lead- 
ership. 

A list of Jordanian dele- 
gates, confirmed as accurate 
by officials, named the King- 
dom’s side to the joint com- 
mittees as under: 

The Jordaxuaa-PalestiBiaa 
Higher Committee: 

Saed Al Tal, (delegation 
bead), deputy prime minister 
and minister of higher educa- 
tion; 

Jawad Al Anani, minister 
of state for Prime Ministry 
Affairs and minister of in- 
formation; 

Ziyad Fariz, minister of 
planning; 

Mahdi Farhan, minister of 
agriculture; 

Salameh Hammad, minis- 
ter of interior; and 

Talal Al Hassan, minister 
of state for foreign affairs. 

Hie PLO side to the higher 
committee is headed by PoK- 
tical Department chief 
Farouk Kaddoumi and in- 
dudes: 

PLO Executive Committee 
members Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo and Yasser Amr; 


Economic Department 
chief Mohammad Zuhdi 
Nashashibi; 

Economic strategist 
Ahmad Qooriea; 

Ambassador AI Tayyeb 
Abdul Rahim; 

Abram Harriyeh (an advi- 
sor to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat); 

Hassan Abo Libdeh; 

Jawad Naji; 

and Omar Khatib. 

Committee os 

Economic Cooperation: 

Jordan: 

Safwan Touqan, secretary- 
general of the Ministry of 
Banning; 

Michel Marto, deputy gov- 
ernor of the Central Bank of 
Jordan; 

Musa Jagbeer, deputy 
head of the Department of 
Customs; and 
Safwan Batayoeh, econo- 
mic advisor to the prime 
minister. 

The PLO: 

Mohammad Zuhdi Nashariri- 
bi (rapporteur); 

Yousef Sayegh; 

Jawad Naji; 

Musa 'Saxmnan; 

Maher Masri; 

Samir Abdullah; 

Atef Alawneb; 


Mohammad Ishtiyefa; 

Abdul Kader Abu Shukur; 
Samir Hulefleh: 

Mohammad Okas ha; 

Hxsham ‘Awartani; 

Samir Hazbouo; and 
Zaber Afghani. 

Some of the above PLO 
delegates have said that they 
had quit their membership in 
die PLO’s official delega- 
tions. But PLO officials in- 
sisted that they bad not sub- 
mitted formal resignations). 

Co m mi ttee on Refugees 
and Disabled Persons: 

Jordan: 

Marwan Dudin , former 
minister; 

Khalil Kbreisat, secretary- 
general of the Ministry of 
Interior; 

Nayef Had id, secretary-, 
general of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs; and 
Mohammad Shahkari of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The PLO: 

Samir Ghoshe. (rapporteur). 


member of the PLO Execu- 
tive Committee; 

Tawfiq Safadi 
Tayseer Amr; 

Salim Tamari; 

Radwan Abu Ayyash; 

Jabr Fiddab; 

Jamal Zaqont; 

Najeh Jarrar; and 
Omar Khalaf 


Committee on Security 
and Border Issues: 

Jordan: 

Abdullah Touqan, advisor to 
His Majesty King Hussein; 
Major-General Tabsin Sbur- 
dom, deputy chief of staff; 
Major-General Mohammad 
Bsoui, deputy chief of police; 
The PLO: 

Yasser Amr, (rapporteur), 
member of the PLO Execu- 
tive Co mmi ttee; 

Yazid Sayegh; 

Ahmad KhaHd; 

Ziad Abu Zannad; 

Samir Abdullah; 

Abdullah AI Farrah; 

Isam Abdul Latif; 

Maj.-Gen. Fakhri Omran, 
Hayel Naftahi; 

Nabil Shnrafah; 

Brigadier Ghazi Jabali- 
Antin Hindi; ! 

Fayez Zidan, 

Ahmad Sharabi; and 
Nizar An unar . 

The JortiamaiTsTde to the 
fmmittee on Jerusalem — 
to which the PLO has yet to 

cons »sts oL 

Khatib Al 
Islamic justice; 
Abdul Salam Al Abbadi 
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Tests virtually 
confirm remains 
are czar’s 

MOSCOW (AP) — New gene- 
tic tests have confirmed. . 

beyond a reasonable doubt 
that bones and skulls found in 
a Siberian forest in 1991 are 
chose of Russia's last czar and 
his family, a genetic expert said 
Tuesday. But a mystery re- 
mains over the fate of the heir 
of emperor Nicholas II — his 
son Alexei — and one of the 
czar's daughters, either Anas- 
tasia or Maria. Dr. Pavel Iva- 
nov of Russia, who examined 
the remains with a British team 
led by Dr. Peter Gill, said 
Tuesday it’s now 99.9 per cent ,■ 
certain the bones are those of $ 
the czar, bis wife Alexandra 
and three of their four daugh- 
ters. The scientists reached a 
similar conclusion last July 
based on earlier testing, but 
acknowledged a 1.5 per cent 
chance they were wrong. “Af- 
ter additional research, we 
have become even more cer- 
tain that the remains belonged 
to the czar's family^" Dr. Iva- 
nov told the Associated Press 
by telephone. Dr. Ivanov said 
he drew genetic material from 
bones and compared the DNA 
with samples from living rela- 
tives of the czar’s family. 
Nicholas II, Alexandra, their 
five children and four servants - 
are all believed to have died on 
July 17, 1918. in the Ural 
Mountains when a Bolshevik 
firing squad put an end to the 
300-year-old Romanov dynas- 
ty. The skeletons of five 
females and four males were 
dug up from a pit in a forest 
near the city ofYekacerinburg/ 
1,500 kilometres (900 miles) 
east of Moscow, in July 1991. 
British and Russian scientists 
identified them as belonging to 
the czar and his wife, three of 
their daughters, three servants 
and the family doctor, Sergei -a 
Botkin. The new findings did ' • 
nothing to answer questions 
about the fate of the czar’s 
other two children. Some scho- 
lars say they could be buried 
elsewhere, . or their remains 
bright have been destroyed. 
Tfieir absence also gave hew 
credence to various people's 
daims of being the czar’s chil- 
dren. although many saentists 
dismiss those daims. 

New York Tirnes 
gets 3 Pulitzers 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
New York Times captured 
three Pulitzer Prizes Tuesday, 
induding its first for photogra- 
phy and one for its coverage of 
the World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing. The Chicago Tribune took 
two awards. The 1994 Pulitzer 
for Public Service Journalism 
went to the Akron Beacon 
Journal for stories on local 
radal attitudes and the paper’s 
attempts to improve com- 
munication in the northern 
Ohio rity. “This is not really 
the Beacon Journal's prize. It’s 
really the community's prize,” $ 
said managing editor Glenn 
Guzzo. "There would be no 
Pulitzer Prize without the 
enormous community response 
to the stories.” The Times’ 
three prizes provided a fitting 
sendoff for retiring executive 
editor Max Frankel. “It’s a 
special thrill to win for a fore- 
ign photo, brilliant national 
feature writing and hard-hit- 
ting local news," Mr. Frankel 
said. “It’s just sensational. It's 
my last as editor. What a way 
to go.” The Providence Jour- 
nal Bulletin in Rhode Island 
won the prize for investigative 
reporting for stories that dis- 
posed pervasive corruption 
within the_ state’s court system. 

More allegations 
on Clinton 
surface anew 

WASHINGTON (AP) — An 

American magazine is report- 
ing new allegations about the 
pn ^ a J?-., e *P !oits of president 
and Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
rased on an account by an 
Arkansas state policeman who 
served on Mr. Clinton’s secur- 
ity detail, fo its May editions, 

Jne magazine American Spec- 
tator quoted policeman L.D. 
Brown as saying that he soli- 

frlf 1 t Ly on JS? 35 xxuai partners 

Mr. Clinton. Mr. Brown 
he not know if Mr. 
Uinton had sex with all the 
men. Mr. Brown said his $ , 
role involved “just ' I 
a^roachmg women for him in 
a fashion of (his), saying ‘who 
? thal 8» rl? Rnd out who she 
' fi? a phone number for 
arch ^ enc ^ Spectator, an 
ble 5?J lservatlv e enfant teni- 

renortarf ma ®? 2 * ne World, has , 
3E2S? Piously on these 
anions, which have helped 

™ doub le over the 
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